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The  Body  Pontic's 
highlights  of  what 's 
happening  in  April 


TORONTO 

•  Habits.  Five  new  videotapes  by  Toronto 
artists  investigating  sexual  politics  from  diverse 
male  viewpoints  Henry  Kissinger  Won  the 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  by  Gary  Kibbins  exam- 
ines the  scatological  taboos  of  patriarchal  so- 
ciety. Qu'est  ce  qu'un  Homme  peut 
Faire?  by  Clive  Robertson  is  based  on  his 
performance  In  a  Drunken  Stupor  which 
toured  Canada  last  year.  Moscow  Does  Not 
Believe  in  Queers  by  John  Greyson  re- 
counts his  experiences  attending  the  1985 


Moscow  World  Youth  Festival  as  an  out  gay 
delegate.  Chinese  Characters  by  Richard 
Fung  examines  the  ambiguous  relationship  bet- 
ween gay  Asian  men  and  white  gay  pom.  No 
Voice  Over  by  Colin  Campbell  tells  the  story 
of  the  intense  bond  between  three  women  on 
three  different  continents.  April  8-12, 8:30pm. 
At  YYZ  Gallery,  1 1 6  Spadina  Ave.  Admission 
$5.  For  reservations,  call  367-0601 . 

•  Paper  Tiger  TV.  A  series  of  video- 
tapes from  New  York  City  that  analyse  the 
communications  industry.  Tapes  in  the  series 
include  Images  of  Women,  with  Varda 
Burstyn  reading  Playboy  magazine,  Martha 
Roselar  reading  Vogue  and  Joan  Braderman 
reading  from  The  National  Enquirer.  At  A 
Space,  204  Spadina  Ave.  364-3227,  March 
25-27. 

•  Hamlet.  RH  Thompson  stars  in 
Shakespeare's  compelling  tragedy.  At  the  The- 
atre Downstairs,  Toronto  Free  Theatre,  25 
Berkeley  Sl  Until  April  13.  Performances 
Tues-Fri,  8:30pm,  Sat  5  &  9pm,  Sun  2:30pm. 
Tickets:  previews  $6,  run  Tues-Thurs  &  Sat 
matinee  $9,  Fri  &  Sat  evenings  $12,  Sun  pay- 
what-you-can. 

•  Women's  Filmmaking  Work- 
shops. A  production  workshop  open  to  all 
women  interested  in  the  imaging  and  repre- 


sentation of  women  in  film.  A  hands-on  ap- 
proach using  super  8mm,  before  and  behind 
the  camera,  leading  to  completion  of  films. 
Previous  film  experience  is  not  necessary.  The 
fee  is  $100  and  includes  film,  processing  and 
production  equipment.  The  tentative  schedule 
of  sessions  is:  SessionI,  April  17,  I9&20,  Ses- 
sion 2,  April  26  &  27,  Session  3,  April  30  &  May 
I,  Session  4,  May  10.  At  The  Funnel,  507  King 
St  E.  Call  364-7003  for  more  information. 

•  Melted  Time.  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth 
Toronto  celebrates  its  lOth  birthday  with  a 
dance  at  the  519  Church  St  Community  Cen- 
tre, April  5, 8pm.  Tickets  are  available  at  Glad 
Day  Books,  598A  Yonge  St  and  the  Toronto 
Women's  Bookstore,  73  Harbord  St.  $5/$4 
students.  Age  of  majority  cards  required  to 
buy  alcohol  but  pop  is  available  for  minors. 

•  Sock  Hop.  Sponsored  by  the  Gay 
Community  Dance  Committee,  April  26.  At 
the  Concert  Hall,  888  Yonge  St.  DJs:  Bob  Har- 
rison upstairs,  Nona  Laney  and  Sharon  Flan- 
nigan  downstairs.  Tickets  available  at  the  usual 
locations,  including  Glad  Day  Books,  The  Wo- 
men's Bookstore  and  the  office  of  The  Body 
Politic  and  Xtra!  at  54  Wolseley  St,  Suite 
300, 364-6320. 

•  Bowl-a-thon  for  AIDS  '86.  Col- 
lect sponsors  by  the  pin  or  ask  them  to  donate 


IN  TORONTO: 

"No  Voice  Over."  Janice 
Williamson  and  Kerri  Kwinter 
in  a  scene  from  Colin 
Campbell's  video,  part  of  the 
Habits  series  at  YYZ  Gallery. 

a  lump  sum.  Then  see  how  many  pins  you  can 
knock  down  in  regular  games  between  April  15 
and  30.  Or  join  the  fun  on  Celebrity  Day,  May 
10.  All  proceeds  go  to  the  AIDS  Committee  of 
Toronto.  For  more  information  about  the 
bowl-a-thon,  about  other  fundraising  events, 
or  for  counselling  or  information  about  AIDS, 
call  ACT  at  926-1626. 

•  Trouble  in  Paradise.  A  fundraising 
event  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  1986  with 
Romanovsky  and  Phillips,  the  hilarious 
comedy  duo  from  San  Francisco.  April  II  at  the 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre.  Admission 
is  $6  at  the  door.  The  show  starts  at  8:30pm. 
For  more  information,  call  360-6037. 

•  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day. 
Planning  has  already  started  for  this  year's  fes- 
tivities, but  the  committee  needs  volunteers. 
Meetings  are  Tuesday  evenings  at  the  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre  at  7:30pm.  The 
dates  are:  April  8, 29,  May  13,  June  3, 17  and 
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24.  To  offer  your  skills,  either  come  to  a  meet- 
ing or  call  360-6037. 

•  Bratty  and  the  Babysitters.  The 

favourite  dance  band  of  many  discerning  To- 
ronto dykes  will  be  playing  at  the  Horseshoe 
Tavern,  408  Queen  St  W,  April  26  and  at  RPM. 
132  Queen's  Quay  E,  April  23.  The  RPM  show  is 
part  of  the ' '  Independent  Wednesday' '  series 
at  the  club;  tickets  are  free  at  various  places 
along  Queen  St  W.  You  can  also  hear  Bratty 
solo  at  the  Cameron  House,  Fridays  from  5-7, 
at  least  until  the  middle  of  April.  No  cover. 

•  Festival  of  French  Cinenna.  At 

the  Premiere  Dance  Theatre,  Queen's  Quay 
Terminal,  207  Queens  Quay  W.  Five  films  in 
the  festival  of  of  particular  interest  to  gay  audi- 
ences. La  Triche,  direaed  by  Yannick  Bellon, 
tells  the  story  of  a  bisexual  police  inspector 
drawn  into  a  vicious  web  of  blackmail  and 
murder  when  he  falls  in  love  with  a  young  mus- 
ician (March  28, 7pm.)  L'Homme  Blesse, 
directed  by  Patrice  Chereau,  explores  the  pas- 
sionate, destructive  relationship  of  a  young 
man  and  an  older  hoodlum  in  a  provincial 
French  town  (March  28, 9:30.)  Adieu 
Bonaparte,  directed  by  Youssef  Chahine,  is 
set  during  Napoleon's  Egyptian  campaign  of 
1758  and  tells  the  story  of  two  brothers  who 
are  fascinated  with  the  homosexual  General 
Caffarelli  (April  1, 9:30.)  Escalier  C,  directed 
by  Jean-Charies  Tacchella,  is  a  comic  drama 
about  the  tenants  of  an  apartment  in  the  14th 
arrondissement  of  Paris  (April  4, 9:30). 
Poulet  au  Vinaigre,  directed  by  Claude 
Chabrol,  is  a  thriller  about  corruption,  murder 
and  sexual  betrayal  in  a  small  French  town 
(April  5,  7pm). 

•  The  Wedding  Script  A  new  play  by 
Don  Hannah  about  a  marriage  of  convenience 
between  an  English  musician  and  a  Canadian 
woman  living  in  a  boarding  house  run  by  a 
transsexual  (played  by  Patricia  Hamilton.)  At 
Tarragon  Theatre,  30  Bridgman  Ave.  Opens 
April  8,  runs  until  May  4.  For  tickets,  call 
531-1827. 

•  Desert  Hearts.  Donna  Dietch'sfilm, 
based  on  the  novel  Desert  of  the  Heart  by 

Jane  Rule,  finally  opens  in  Toronto  in  general 
distribution  on  April  1 1 .  At  the  International 
and  the  Cariton  Cineplex.  The  film,  which 
Dietch  also  produced,  premiered  at  the  Festi- 
val of  Festivals  in  1985.  It  tells  the  story  of  a 
love  affair  between  an  English  professor  await- 


new-wave  de  cri  by  Micha  Dell  Prane, 
Carolyn  danse  II  and  Carolyn  danse  ill  by 

Martine  Rousset  Programme  2,  April  25, 
8  pm:  Chutes.  Desert  Syn.  by  Katerina 
Thomadaki,  Myrto  by  Maria  Klonaris  and 
Katerina  Thomadaki,  Selva.  Un  portrait  de 
Parvaneh  Naval  by  Maria  Klonaris.  Pro- 
gramme 3,  May  2, 8pm:  Le  Corps  and 
Rythmes  d'images  by  Catherine  Charvet, 
Preface  a  face  by  Mythia  Kolesar,  Madame 
Propre  et  son  double  by  Anna  Liffey,  Mir- 
adwie  and  Noeuga  by  Barbara  Glowszewska 
and  Martine  Zevort,  La  route  en  mer  by 
Frederique  Gros  and  Martine  Zevort  Pro- 
gramme 4,  May  9, 8pm:  Atelier  Miroirs and 
Atelier  Portraits  both  by  Katerina 
Thomadaki  and  others;  and  Allers- Venues 
by  Vivian  Ostrovsky.  At  The  Funnel,  507  King 
St  E.  364-7003. 

•  Baroque  Hits  of  the  1750s. 
Presented  by  the  Tafelmusik  Baroque  Orches- 
tra, April  18, 8pm.  Trinity- St  Paul's  Church, 
427  BloorSt  W.  The  programme  includes 
Pachelbel's  Cannon,  Bach's  Air  on  a  G  Str- 
ing and  other  popular  music  by  Handel, 
Purcell  and  favourite  baroque  composers.  For 
tickets,  call  920-6828. 

■IN  TORONTO: 

Romanovsky  and  Phillips. 
Stirring  up  "Trouble  In 
Paradise"  at  the  5 1 9. 


ing  her  divorce  in  Reno  and  a  young  artist  who 
seduces  her.  Compelling  performances  by 
Patricia  Charbonneau  and  Helen  Shaver  in  the 
lead  roles  and  a  strong  supporting  cast.  A  good 
old  fashioned  lesbian  romance. 

•  MayarTreasuresof  An  An- 
cient Civilization.  This  major  exhibit, 
representing  3,500  years  of  Mayan  culture,  in- 
cludes pieces  excavated  by  ROM  curator  David 
Pendergast.  In  addition  to  the  main  exhibition 
of  artifacts  and  art  objects,  there  will  be  several 
other  special  events.  Land  of  the  Maya: 
Through  An  Archaeologist's  Eye  is  a  do- 
cumentary of  the  landscapes  and  peoples  of 
modem  Mexico,  Belize  and  Guatemala. 
Maya:  Treasures  of  an  Ancient  Civiliza- 
tion is  a  documentary  film  about  the  exhibi- 
tion which  will  run  at  various  times  during  its 
display  at  the  museum.  The  Maya  of 
Crocodile  City  is  a  half-hour  look  at 
Pendergast' s  work  in  the  ruins  of  the  ancient 
city  of  Lamanai  in  Belize.  March  22-june  15  at 
the  Royal  Ontario  Museum,  Queen's  Park 
Circle. 

•  Feminism  and  Art  Confer- 
ence. The  Women's  Art  Resource  Centre 
has  decided  to  postpone  this  symposium  until 
the  spring  of  '87.  Women  interested  in'submit- 
ting  work  can  contact  WARC,  455  Spadina 
Ave,  room 215,  Toronto  M5S  2G8, 593-0058 
(Mon&Tue,9-5.) 

•  Biographical  Files.  Contributions 
to  this  special  project  are  sought  from  all  wo- 
men artists,  critics,  curators  and  others  active 

IN  TORONTO: 

"Desert  Hearts."  Helen 
Shaver  and  Patricia 
Charbonneau  star  as  the 
lovers  in  Donna  Dletch*s  film, 
I     opening  in  Toronto  April  1 1 . 


UN  TORONTO: 

Robin  Flov^erband.  Jazz 
stringband  music  at  the 
Horseshoe,  April  29  and  30. 


in  the  cultural  sphere.  Donate  slides  or  exanv 
pies  of  work  and  biographical  information  and 
other  documentation.  It  is  hoped  that  this  col- 
lection will  provide  a  useful  resource  for  cura- 
tors, collectors,  researchers,  wnters,  teachers 
and  students.  For  information,  contact  the 
Wonien's  Art  Resource  Centre  (address 
above.) 

•  Portraits  of  Women  by  Wo- 
men. A  selection  of  work  by  French  film- 
makers, curated  by  Katenna  Thomodaki  and 
Maria  Klonans.  Programme  I,  April  18,  8pm: 
Onagre.  Rencontre  avec  Lena  Vandrey 
by  Syn  Gucnn.  Diamanda  Gallas.  Version 


•  Mr  Nice  Guy.  Necessary  Angel  The- 
atre, in  association  with  Toronto  Free  The- 
atre, presents  the  worid  premiere  of  Dolly 
Reisman  and  Tom  W^lmsley's  play.  Theatre 
Upstairs,  Toronto  Free  Theatre,  26  Berkeley 
St.  Opens  March  26.  A  psychological  thnller 
exposing  the  dangerous  passions  of  a  young 
couple  whose  rendezvous  at  an  isolated  cabin 
is  disrupted  by  sinister  events.  Tickets  $9-12, 
from  BASS  or  the  TFT  Box  Office,  368-2856. 
Tue-Fn,  8:30pm;  Sat,  4:30  & 8:30pm;  Sun, 
2pm  (pay-what-you-can.) 

•  Lesbian  Mothers'  Defence 
Fund.  Potluck  lunch,  Sunday  Apnl  6,  l-4pm 
at  the  519  Church  St  Community  Centre. 

•  Social  Services  Network 
Meeting.  The  Social  Services  Network  for 

continued  on  page  5 
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"The  liberation 
of  homosexuals 
can  only  be 
the  work  of 
homosexuals 
themselves." 
•  Kurt  Hiller, 
1921 
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BOS  TON 

The  Best  Place  to  Stay 

n  r)  n  rJ Ti^r) 

Two  renovated  townhouses 
in  the  heart  of  Boston 

Continental  breakfast  and 

cocktail  set-ups  on  the 

outdoor  decks  or  in  the 

livingroom 

Just  minutes  walk  to  the 
historic  sights  and  nightlife 

Central  air  conditioning 

All  this  in  a  comfortable 
atmosphere  and  for  less  than 
half  the  major  hotels 

$29-$50  per  night 

MasterCard,  Visa  and    ' 
American  Express  accepted 

OASIS 

22  Edgerly  Road 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 

617-267-2262 


Introducing 

West  Toronto's 

Best  Gay  Travel  Agent 

Norm  Williams,  C.T.C. 

7621165 
Trinity  Travel  Limited 


2296ABIoor  Street  West 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 

M6S1P2 
Corner  Bloor  and  Durie 
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Lesbians,  Gays  and  Transsexuals  general  meet- 
ing. April  2 1 , 7-9pm,  5 1 9  Church  St  Communi- 
ty Centre.  The  agenda  includes  discussion  of  a 
proposed  conference  in  early  '87  and  an  up- 
date from  Central  Toronto  Youth  Services  sex- 
ual orientation  youth  project 

•  National  Ballet  of  Canada.  The 
spring  season  opens  April  30  with  a  pro- 
gramme of  short  ballets  including  the  premiere 
of  Hot  House,  a  new  work  by  Danny 
Grossman;  the  National  Ballet  premiere  of 
Jiri  Kylian's  Transfigured  Night;  and  Sir 
Frederick  Ashton's  The  Dream.  AtO'Keefe 
Centre,  I  Front  St.  Tickets  from  $8-37.  Call 
BASS  at  872-2262  or  visit  the  0'  Keefe  box  of- 
fice. 

•  Living  in  the  Real  World.  Susan 
Peacock. . . bank  teller. .  .always  pays  the 
bills... reads  'Cosmo'  to  become  the  ideal  wo- 
man...rushes  home  to  watch  her  favourite 
soap. .. until  it  was  cancelled . . . begins  writing  a 
best-selling  novel ...  but  gives  it  up. . . .  Susan 
Peacock  feels  an  inexplicable  void  in  her  life 
and  stops. . .  Living  in  the  Real  Vlforld.  New 
installations  by  Una  Danielson,  Nancy  Reid, 
Barb  Sommer  and  Laura  Szilagyi  at  Sparkes 
Gallery,  693A  Queen  St  W.  Opens  April  2, 
8pm,  runs  until  April  30.  Gallery  hours  are 
V\fedtoSun,l-5pm.  368-6756. 

•  David  Sereda.  Ballads  of  gay  ro- 
mance, and  hot  dance  music  from  one  of  our 
favourites.  Performing  at  Lee's  Palace,  April  17 
and  at  the  Stage  Door  Cafe,  April  29-May  3. 

For  the  latest  information  on  what's 
going  on  in  Toronto,  call  923-GAYS 
(923-4297),  or  pick  up  a  copy  of  Xtra, 
published  twice  a  month  by  the  people 
at  The  Body  Politic,  and  distributed 
free  in  bars,  clubs,  theatres  and 
restaurants  across  the  city. 

■IN  TORONTO: 

David  Sereda.  Following  the 
release  of  his  new  album  with 
two  concerts  in  Toronto,  at 
Lee's  Palace  and  the  Stage 
Door  Cafe. 


OTTAWA  MONTREAL 


•  FilmsbyCanadian  Women.  A 

selection  of  work  by  Midi  Onodera,  Judith 
Doyle,  Michaelle  McLean,  Jean  Young,  An- 
nette Mangaard,  Kerri  Kwinterand  Carolyn 


•  Danse  a  Go  Go  Gai.  As  part  of  its 
on-going  drive  to  restore  finances  to  a  survival 
level,  the  ADGQ  will  be  hosting  this  dance. 
And  a  true  bargain  it  is — admission  is  just 


Concordia  will  be  holding  another  dance  on 
Sat  April  12.  Tickets  are  $4  for  all,  available  at 
the  door.  9pm  in  the  Hall  Building,  7th  floor. 
1455  de  Maisonneuve  W. 

•  Quebec  Women  in  the  80s:  A 
Portrait  A  collection  of  the  work  of  24 
photographers  dealing  with  women  from  var- 
ious cultural  communities  The  photos  are  col- 
lected in  a  book  coordinated  by  Annebet 
Zwartsenberg  and  are  also  on  exhibit  at  Galer- 


UN  MONTREAL:   UEcranHumain  brings  their 
biggest-ever  multi-media  show  to  the  Theatre  Arlequin,  April  30-May  3. 


White  which  includes  Onodera' s  Ten  Cents 
A  Dance  (Parallax).  At  S.  A.W.  Gallery,  55 
Byward  Market  St,  April  1-7.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  236-6181. 

•  Gayline  Discussion  Group.  For 

gay  men  "at  all  stages  of  coming  out"  who 
wish  to  explore  issues  and  share  experiences. 
Topics  for  the  month  of  April  are:  G)ming 
Out  Right  April  7;  Gays  and  Religion 
with  a  guest  speaker,  April  14;  Sexual  Com- 
pulsion, April  21;  Values  of  the  Gay  Com- 
munity, April  28.  At  the  GO  Centre. 

For  the  latest  information  on  what's 
happening  in  Ottawa,  pick  up  a  copy  of 
GO  Info.  Call  Gays  of  Ottawa,  (613) 
233-0IS2  for  locations. 


SOUTHERN 
ONTARIO 

•  Gay  Outreach  Niagara.  A  spring 
dance,  April  12. 8pm,  211  Queenston  St,  St 
Catharines.  Admission  is  $4  in  advance/  $5  at 
the  door. 

•  The  GLLOWING  Away  Dance. 

Sponsored  by  Gay  and  Lesbian  Liberation  of 
VN^terioo.  April  5, 8pm.  Tickets  $2  advance/ 
$3  at  the  door.  Call  the  GLLOW  Line  for  infor- 
mation. (5I9)884-GL0W. 


$3.99  and  that  includes  a  free  drink!  It  will  be 
held  at  the  Union  Fran^aise,  429  est  Viger 
(Metro  Berri  de  Montigny).  April  4, 9:30pm. 
For  more  information,  call  843-8671 . 

•  L'Ecran  Humain  will  be  presenting 
their  biggest-ever  multi  media  show  at  Theatre 
Ariequin  from  April  30-May  3.  The  show  is  cal- 
led 1999,  and  the  action  takes  place  on  De- 
cember 3 1  ofthat  significant  year.  It  will  consist 
of  a  dazzling  array  of  projected  images  from 
20-odd  computer  synchronized  slide  project- 
ors and  numerous  spotlights.  These  images 
combine  to  create  optical  illusions,  false  per- 
spectives and  fragmented  imagery,  to  a  back- 
drop of  loud  music.  Those  familiar  with  the 
work  of  Michel  Lemieux  will  recognize  the  fin- 
ale: Michel  worked  with  them  on  it  and  uses 
the  piece  himself.  Theatre  Arfequin,  1010  est 
Ste  Catherine.  Tickets  $I4/$I2.50  for  stu- 
dents. For  information,  call  288-4261. 

•  Solide  Salad  Speaking  of  Michel 
Lemieux,  he  will  be  presenting  his  amazing 
Solide  Salad  at  Place  des  Arts  (Theatre  Mai- 
sonneuve.) This  will  apparently  be  his  last  per- 
formance in  town  for  many  months,  so  if  you 
haven't  yet  seen  it,  now's  the  time.  Place  des 
Arts,  24-26  Apnl.  Tickets:  $14.50-18.50. 

•  Can  We  Talk?  Yep,  the  reigning  queen 
of  the  American  comedy  scene  herself  is  com- 
ing to  town.  Unfortunately,  the  show  will  not 
be  an  AIDS.benefit  as  had  been  rumoured.  You 
may  want  to  pay  the  stiff  price  for  admission 
anyway  to  see  this  very  funny  person.  Joan 
Rivers  at  Place  des  Arts.  April  6.  Tickets 
$21-31.  For  reservations.  842-21 12. 

•  Dance.  Lesbian  and  Gay  Friends  of 


ie  Powerhouse,  3738  rue  St  Dominique,  suite 
203, 844-3489,  until  April  5. 

•  The  Female  Eye.  Lectures  by  mem- 
bers of  Oculus,  a  Montreal  women's  photo- 
graphy group.  Louise  Abbott  on  Diane  Ar- 
bus;  Cheryl  Simon  on  Post-modern  Photo- 
graphy; and  Cheryl  Sourkes  on  Montreal 
Women  Photographers.  April  3, 8pm, 
Powerhouse,  3738  St  Dominique.  844-3489. 

•  Gay  Parents.  Brian  Gazzard  speaks 
with  Roger  Beaulieu,  April  18,  llam.CFCF, 
channel  12. 

Reported  from  Montreal  by  TBP 

correspondent  Alan  McGinty. 

For  the  most  up-to-date  information  on 

events  in  Montreal,  pick  up  the  latest 

issue  of  Sortie,  Call 

(514)286-7122  for  locations. 


WINNIPEG 

*  Lesbian  and  Gay  Film  Society 
Screenings.  Apnl  17  at  Cinema  Mam, 
8pm.  Admission  $3.  Pink  Triangles  exanv 
ines  both  historical  and  contemporary  patterns 
of  persecution  in  which  racial,  religious,  politi- 
cal and  sexual  minorities  are  singled  out  as 
"different,"  "not  normal"  or  "inferior"  and 
become  victims  of  the  scapegoat  mentality  of  a 

continued  on  page  7 
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Introducing  a  New  Menu  for  the  New  Year 


,'/ 


"A  clever  and 
imaginative  eatery' 

—  Globe  and  Mail  —Toronto  Star  —Toronto  Sun 
Celebrating  our  5th  year,  join  us  for 

Lunch  12-3;  Dinner  (Mon-Thurs)  5:30-10, 
(Fri,Sat)  5:30-11:  Sunday  Brunch  12-3 

For  Reservations  call  Jennie's  Restaurant  861-1461 
360  Queen  St  East,  Toronto 


THE  FACE  OF  AIDS 


Doors  open  10:30  a.m.;  Prevention  Panel  11  a.m.-l  p.m.; 

Treatment  Panel  3-5  p.m.;  Workshops  tollow  each  session. 

Lunch  will  be  served. 

Childcare  available  by  pre-registration;  977-5775. 


/./ 


^AAAAAAAAAAA 


A    A 


519  CHURCH  STREET  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
SATURDAY,  26  APRIL,  1986,  11  A.M.  TO  6  PM. 


a  health  forum  presented  by 

Gays  &  Lesbians  in  Health  Care 

with  funding  from  the 

Gay  Community  Appeal 


Tbg(3th(3r 


Appetizers 

Soups 

Stufftd  Mu^hroxtm.- 

(  X.M) 

^.'up  .'/  Ih/  7'ijy                       I  50 

Shnmp  CtKktail 

S  ^0 

■frrmh  i^nion  Si>up                 Z  SO 

dariu  .shnmp 

S50 

.'Miirifoi 

I  «j? 

I  ablkUff  ^<»/t* 

2  2^ 

Salads 

Mouif  .SiiloJ 

2  so 

CatMif  salad                           1  5(7        1 

"Entrees 

%(uj/..  Jjll 

^  frrvh  1  i^tlut-U- 

'Ethnic  'Dishes 

Seafood 

•brtadtd  i'hukfn 

(.  IS 

SoU  Sauu                               7  95 

CaUagt  ^olls 

SiS 

Saute  Scaliops                        8  9S 

Shuh  Xfioi 

r.ns 

Stuffed  Trout                         8 SS 

fort.  Chops 

695 

•Jish  Tlaiitr                           9S5 

Victim  Si/iniurl 

I.9S 

l^ariu  Shnmp                        8 SS 

Vol  Mfmto  or  Vampaiion    »  95 

lil  ^fc'uf  Our  i>ailif  (  au/i 

li'oo.im  Tiaiurll  or  2) 
Lamh  i'fwpt 

;9  95 
795 

Steals 

'\tU' yor^  iirioin                  10  9S 

'Desserts 

■Kit  Mat                            1  9S 

VeM*n  i7f  thf  Ifai^ 

■  4..1  4h-ur  I'ur  na,lif  ^pavilt 

'Beverages 

Tea  or  I  ifj^a 

75 

MM                                       I2S 

^panufi  i 

,.*/      <  so 

Lunch  11:30-2:30 

Dinner  5-10  (Sun-Thurs),  5-11  (Fri-Sat) 

Sunday  Brunch 

457  Church  Street,  Toronto.  (416)923-3469 
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society  under  stress.  Witches  and  Faggots, 
Dykes  and  Poofters  looks  at  the  events  and 
the  aftermath  of  a  gay  solidarity  march  at  a 
Mardi  Gras  celebration  in  Sydney  Australia 
during  which  a  total  of  184  arrests  were  made 
when  police  tried  to  stop  the  activities 


EDMONTON 

•  A  Series  of  Discussions  with 
Jane  Rule.  One  of  English  Canada's  fore- 
most lesbian  novelists  and  a  frequent  contribu- 
tor to  The  Body  Politic  will  participate  in  a 
series  of  discussions  in  Edmonton.  Disguis- 
ing Manners  as  Values  in  Women's  Com- 
munities April  10.  Paul  Kane  House,  10220 
l2ISt,  7:30pm.  Sponsored  by  The  Newsmag- 
azine for  Alberta  Women.  Forming  Our 
Communities— A  Choice  of  Intimacies 
at  Gameau  Community  League  Hall,  10943  84 
Ave,  7pm.  Sponsored  by  GALA  (Gay  and  Les- 
bian Awareness)  '86.  Wine  and  cheese  recep- 
tion to  follow.  Women's  Vision:  Leaven- 
ing Canadian  Literature ,  part  of  the  Wo- 
men's Studies  Leaure  Series,  in  the  Humanit- 
ies Centre,  Letture  Theatre  I,  University  of 
Alberta.  April  14, 7pm.  Sponsored  by  the  Ad- 
visory Committee  on  Women's  Studies. 
Women's  Program  and  Resource  Centre  at 
the  University  of  Alberta.  All  events  are 
wheelchair-accessible  and  signed  for  the  hear- 
ing impaired.  Ms  Rule  will  also  sign  copies  of 
her  books,  April  12  at  Common  Woman 
Books,  8210 104  St,  I  pm.  The  store  is  accessi- 
ble to  people  in  wheelchairs,  but  no  signers  are 
available.  For  more  information,  call  Kathryn 
or  Elizabeth  at  481-5973. 

•  Womonspace  Dance.  Highlands 
Community  Hail.  1 133  62  st.  April  19, 8pm. 
Call  424-7040  to  confirm  location. 

•  Kiss  oftheSpiderwoman.  The 
popular  film  comes  to  the  Princess  Theatre, 
April  19  at  9:30pm  and  April  20  at  7pm. 


UN  EDMONTON: 

A  series  of  discussions  with 
jane  Rule,  April  10-14. 


UN  VANCOUVER:   Gertrude  stein. -Remember 
Me  When  This  You  See."  A  film  about  her  life  opening  at  the 
Vancouver  East  Cultural  Centre. 


VANCOUVER 
ISLAND 

•  Nanaimo:  Island  Gay  Society. 

The  Nanaimo  branch  holds  its  monthly  social 
April  26.  Call  754-0827  for  more  information. 

•  Victoria:  Island  Gay  Society 
Socials.  Each  Sunday  evening  from 
8:45-11  pm  at  the  James  Bay  Community  Cen- 
tre, 140  Oswego  St.  April  6  will  be  a  comedy 
night,  April  13  is  movie  night,  April  20  the 
highlight  of  the  evening  will  be  a  demonstra- 
tion of  seafood  cooking,  and  April  27  is  bingo 
night  Admission  is  $2.  For  more  information, 
call  598-5480. 


VANCOUVER 

•  101  Vancouver  Artists.  This  cen- 
tennial art  exhibit  celebrates  art  depicting  ^n- 
couver  by  local  artists  and  is  co-organized  by 
Angles  contributor  Michael  MacKillop.  March 
31-April  19  at  the  Pitt  International  Gallery,  36 
Powell  St. 

•  Gertrude  Stein:  When  This 
You  See  Remember  Me.  A  study  of 
Gertrude  Stein's  eariy  years  in  Pans,  from  1905 
to  the  mid-thirties,  this  film  examines  Stein's 
career  as  a  host  and  patron  of  countless  artists 
and  as  an  artist  in  her  own  right.  The  film  in- 
cludes clips  of  Stein  from  silent  home  movies 
and  excerpts  from  a  rare  1934  radic  broadcast. 


Her  intimate  associations  with  near-legendary 
figures  such  as  Pablo  Picasso,  TS  Eliot,  Thorn- 
ton Wilder,  James  Joyce,  Edith  Sitwell,  Ernest 
Hemingway,  Jean  Cocteau  and  Georges  Bra- 
que  are  recalled  by  old  friends.  Vancouver  East 
Cultural  Centre,  7th  Ave  and  Commercial  St, 
April  2  &  3, 7:30pm. 

•  Vancouver  Centennial.  The  city 
turns  one  hundred  years  old  on  April  6.  On 
that  date  in  1886,  the  provincial  government 
incorporated  the  city  which  was  named  for  the 
great  explorer  Captain  George  ^ncouver. 
Check  local  newspapers  for  information  on  the 
hundreds  (no  pun  intended)  of  small  and  large 
celebrations  taking  place  the  first  week  in 
April. 

•  Dutch  World  of  Painting.  A  care- 
fully selected  exhibit,  designed  for  the  \^ncou- 
ver  context;  focussing  on  issues  of  regionalism 
and  the  impact  of  intensive  immigration  on  cul- 
ture. At  the  N^ncouver  Art  Gallery,  750  Horn- 
by St,  April  6-June  29.  Making  History  also 
opens  April  6  and  continues  until  June  24.  The 
exhibition  displays  work  produced  by  BC  art- 
ists during  the  past  fifteen  years. 

•  Outdoors  Club  Hike.  The  Vancou- 
ver Gay/  Lesbian  Outdoors  Club  goes  for  a 
hike  around  Lions  Bay  on  the  North  Shore, 
Apnl  6.  Leaving  at  lOam  from  the  Vancouver 
Gay/ Lesbian  Community  Centre,  4-1170  Bute 
St.  Call  Lindsay,  684-2813  for  details. 

•  Cafe  Li  I.  The  Lesbian  Information  Line 
Coffee  House,  April  7,  7-IOpm  at  the  \^ncou- 
ver  Lesbian  Centre,  876  Commercial  Dr.  Call 
875-6963  for  details. 

•  Bob  Bossin's  Home  Remedy 
for  Nuclear  War.  A  timely  piece  of  mu- 
sical theatre  running  Apnl  16-26  at  the  ^ncou- 
ver  East  Cultural  Centre.  1895  Venables  St. 
Shows  at  8pm.  Call  254-9578  for  ticket  infor- 


•  The  Centennial  Writer's  Pro- 
ject A  literary  collage  about  Vancouver,  as- 
sembled from  poets,  novelists,  journalists  and 
playwrights,  living  and  dead.  Presented  by  The 
New  Play  Centre  and  the  Kootenay  School  of 
Writing  at  Granville  Island's  V^terfront 
Theatre.  Until  mid-May.  Call  685-6217  for 
ticket  information. 

•  Potluck  Supper.  A  monthly  event 
organized  by  the  ^ncouver  Gay/  Lesbian 
Community  Centre.  April  26, 7:30pm.  Call 
Mac  at  929-3966  for  directions;  plenty  of  rides 
to  disco  or  home  afterwards. 

Reported  from  Vancouver  by  TBP 
correspondent  Darren  Lowe. 
For  the  latest  information  on  what's 
happening  In  Vancouver,  pick  up  the 
city's  leading  gay  paper,  Angles.  For 
outlets,  call  (604)684-6869. 


NEW  YORK 

•  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives 
Benefit.  The  Lesbian  Herstory  Educational 
Foundation,  Inc  is  marking  the  start  of  a  major 
building  fund  drive  with  a  gala  benefit  for  wo- 
men, Sat  April  5  at  Loeb  Student  Centre,  New 
York  University,  V\^hington  Square  & 
LaGuardia  Place.  The  evening  begins  at 
7:30pm  with  a  series  of  performances,  follow- 
ed by  a  dance  from  9:30-1  am.  Tickets  are  $10 
(more  if  you  can,  less  if  you  can't)  and  with 
your  ticket  you  get  a  special  button  and  a 
chance  to  win  the  raffle  prize.  The  goal  of  the 
drive  is  to  establish  a  permanent  home  for  the 
Lesbian  Herstory  Archives'  rapidly  expanding 
collection.  For  more  information,  call  (212) 
874-7232. 

•  Meridian  Gay  Theatre.  The  six 
winning  plays  in  this  year's  Jane  Chambers 
Memorial  International  Gay  Playwriting  Con- 
test will  be  read  during  the  months  of  April  and 
May  at  the  Shandol  Theatre.  This  year's  win- 
ners are:  The  Education  of  David  Bloom 
by  Dennis  Safren,  about  a  gay  man  who  over- 
comes his  claustrophobia  with  the  help  of 
some  unusual  friends;  Girlfriends  in  Love 
by  Ted  Hoover,  about  various  love  triangles 
among  four  gay  men;  Killer  Bangs  by  Tim 
Stinnett,  in  which  a  \^lley  Giri  turns  up  on  the 
doorstep  of  a  gay  male  couple,  claiming  one  is 
the  father  of  her  child;  Manoeuvers  by  James 
L  Bloor,  concerning  four  gay  male  soldiers 
who  agree  to  undergo  a  medical  experiment  to 
"go  straight' '  to  avoid  dishonourable  dis- 
charge; Origin  by  Rebecca  Ranson,  about  the 
loves  and  lies  of  a  woman  obsessed;  and  Ten- 
nessee in  the  Summer  by  joe  Besecker,  a 
memory  play  suggested  by  the  life  of  Tennessee 
Williams.  The  performance  schedule  for  the 
plays  will  be  announced  shortly. 

Got  something  coming?  Get  it  into 
Coming!  Send  information  and 
photos  to:  G)ming,The  Body 
Politic,  Box  7289.  Stn  A.Toronto,  ON 
MSWIX9.  Deadline  for  May  events: 
Tuesday,  April  8, 5  pm. 


THE  BODY  POLITIC  •  APRIL  1986  •  7 
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Leaving  Kansas 


How  many  gay  men  and  women  across  Canada  had  to  pinch  themselves 
the  morning  of  March  5?  There  was  Justice  Minister  John  Crosbie,  on  the 
front  pages  of  the  country's  newspapers,  blithely  informing  us  that  the 
Government  of  Canada  had  committed  itself  "to  take  whatever  measures 
are  necessary  to  ensure  that  sexual  orientation  is  a  prohibited  ground  of 
discrimination  in  relation  to  all  areas  of  federal  jurisdiction." 

There  was  Canada's  justice  minister  tabling  a  report  which  told  us  "one's  sexual  orienta- 
tion is  irrelevant  to  whether  one  can  perform  a  job  or  use  a  service  or  facility."  That  "sexual 
orientation  is  not  a  ground  for  denial  of  a  security  clearance."  And  that  the  government 
would  give ' '  careful  consideration ' '  to  amending  the  Criminal  Code  so  that  the  age  of  consent 
for  sexual  activity,  now  21  for  gay  people,  would  be  reduced  to  18. 

John  Crosbie?  A  Tory  government?  You  could  be  forgiven  if  your  first  reaction  was  the 
feeling  that  you  weren't  in  Kansas  anymore. 

But  if  Crosbie  might  make  an  unlikely  Wizard,  there's  no  doubt  that  the  Government  an- 
nouncements constitute  some  of  the  best  news  gay  people  have  had  in  a  very  long  time. 

Canada  has  become  one  of  the  very  few  countries  in  the  world  whose  government  has  public- 
ly committed  itself  to  the  belief  that  gay  men  and  women  have  a  right  "to  participate  as  fully  as 
they  can  in  our  society"  —  and  do  it  without  having  to  hide  what  we  are  and  whom  we  love. 

Granted,  as  some  critics  have  pointed  out,  the  announcements  didn't  come  with  a  point- 
by-point  legislative  agenda  and  deadline  for  amending  the  Criminal  Code  or  the  Canadian 
Human  Rights  Act.  And  we  would  do  well,  individually  and  through  our  gay  organizations, 
to  continue  to  press  the  government  for  concrete  legislation  to  give  weight  to  the  intent  of 
those  stirring  words. 

But  the  fact  remains  that  those  words  are  public.  That  their  very  utterance  in  Parliament  by 
the  country's  chief  law  officer  must  be  heartening  indeed  to  thousands  of  gay  people  who 
have  suddenly  been  told  that  they  no  longer  need  live  a  lie.  And  that  the  Royal  Canadian 
Mounted  Police,  a  federal  agency  with  a  long-time  commitment  to  excluding  gay  people  from 
its  ranks,  reversed  its  policy  two  days  after  the  Crosbie  announcement. 

Also  likely  to  have  important  ramifications  down  the  line  is  the  government  decision  that 
the  open-ended  equality  rights  section  of  the  Canadian  Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms 
should  be  interpreted  to  include  gay  people. 

Who  do  we  have  to  thank?  Each  other  mostly.  And  that's  each  other  straight  and  gay.  As  a 
recent  Gallup  Poll  indicated,  70  percent  of  Canadians  of  whatever  sexual  orientation  are  of 
the  opinion  that  it  should  be  illegal  to  discrimininate  against  gay  people. 

Of  course,  gay  organizations  have  been  lobbying  every  level  of  government  for  the  last  15 
years,  demanding  action  on  discrimination.  And  the  Subcommittee  on  Equality  Rights 
(whose  report,  Equality  For  All,  Crosbie  was  responding  to  in  his  recommendations)  heard 
articulate  and  passionate  submissions  from  more  than  40  gay  groups  in  its  travels  across  Can- 
ada last  fall. 

There  was,  too,  a  last-minute  letter-writing  campaign  that  swamped  Crosbie 's  office  with  a 
simple  message  from  thousands  of  gay  people  —  discrimination  and  fear  erode  lives.  You 
must  do  what  you  can  to  end  it. 

We  have  also  had  a  strong  and  committed  friend  in  Parliament.  New  Democratic  Party 
MP  Svend  Robinson  has  practised  what  his  party  has  all  too  frequently  only  preached  —  gay 
rights  are  worth  fighting  for,  and  you  fight  for  them  by  doing  something  besides  passing  at- 
tractively worded  resolutions.  Indeed,  it  was  a  private  member's  bill  from  Robinson  which 
added  scope  to  the  deliberations  of  the  equality  rights  subcommittee. 

In  the  context  of  that  bright  March  morning,  the  fulminations  of  a  right  wing  suddenly  on 
the  defensive  seemed  almost  comic.  Squawks  of  legitimizing  "a  third  sex"  from  the  pre-Cam- 
brian  Tory  back  bench  competed  with  the  foaming  of  Toronto  Sun  columnist  Claire  Hoy  for 
"morning  smile"  status.  Whether  or  not  the  government's  initiatives  will  actually  mobilize 
that  right  wing  will,  of  course,  have  to  be  carefully  watched. 

But  in  the  meantime,  celebration  is  the  order  of  the  day.  Fifteen  years  of  petitions,  lobby- 
ing, demonstrations,  letter-writing,  briefs  and  plain  hard  work  have  made  a  difference.  Not 
that  it's  all  over  —  far  from  it.  As  women  and  many  minorities  know,  the  actions  of  govern- 
ment supply  us  at  best  with  the  tools  for  carving  out  our  place  in  the  sun.  The  actual  work  is 
still  up  to  us. 

We  may  not  be  in  Oz  yet,  but  there's  a  definite  feeling  we're  not  in  Kansas  anymore. 

Gerald  Hannonjor  the  Collective  # 


*  Sliarhi^ 
tlw  great  outdixrs. 


Ihr  injonnatiai  aiH  927(1970  in  Toronto 


Choose  from  the  authentic,  the  exemplary,  the  uncommon. 
Daniel  Stroud,  Leonard  Dutton  and  associates  of  Posterity  Graphics 
Ltd.  offer  Canada's  major  collection  of  contemporary  and  vintage 
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A  GREAT  PLACE  TO  DANCE 


April  1  Death  Sentence 

April  2  Diamond  Second  Anniversary  Party 

April  6  Jennie  loves  Gezibel 

April  7  Twin  Bullet  Band  —  a  tribute  to  Bob  Soger 

April  8  Moonlight  Drive 

ApriHO  JohnMayal 

April  14  Paul  James  Video  Release  Party 

April  15  TresHombres 

April  21  The  River  Street  Band 

April  19  Uzeb 


STARTING  FEB  5TH 

EVERY  WED. 

MUCHMUSIC'S 

ULTIMATE 
LAOIES'  NIGHT 

with  host 
J.D.  ROBERTS 
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"ALL  DANCE' 

WEEKEND 

Music  by 

JASON  STEELE 

featuring 
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--Choreographed  by 

DOUG  HAMBURGH 
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It's  true.  Hemingway  lived  here. 

Easter  Weekend  Special 

$60  2/nites 

Double  occupancy 


WQMEN  AT  WORK 

70  CAMBRIDGE  AVE.,  SUITE  1521, 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO  M4K  2L5 


•  PAPER  HANGING  -  GRASSCLOTHS, 
FABRICS,  MYLARS,  VINYLS 

•  PAINTING 

•  REFINISHING  AND  RESTOREING 

FURNITURE 

Personal  Service  Bv:  Judy   Mitchell 

(416)  465-8339 
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We've  got  tlje  men 
and  Tbrontos 
friendliest  bars. 


VAi 


^_^  Bop  til  you  drop 
Disco. 

^^     *^     Cruis}'  video  bar 
with  games,  juke  box,  and 
summer  courtyard. 


592  Sherbourne  St.  Toronto  M4X  1L4 

(just  below  Bloor  St  E ) 

(416)921-3142 
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is  having  a 

Potluck 
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Friday,  April  23, 1986 

For  further  information  call  Chutzpah 
489-4662  Toronto 
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Necessary  measures 

Citing  the  Charter  of  Rights,  Justice  Minister  John 
Crosbie  rules  out  federal  discrimination  against  gays  and 
the  Mounties  are  the  first  to  feel  the  axe. 

Doctored  data 

A  nationally  syndicated  medical  columnist  uses  his  MD 
to  lend  credibility  to  misinformation  and  innuendo  about 
AIDS  and  the  people  who  get  it. 

Seductive  steps 

Stephen  MacDonald  talks  with  choreographer  Danny 
Grossman  about  dance  with  a  social  conscience. 

Designs  for  iiving 

Neil  Bartlett  on  Caracole:  A  Novel  and  the  fantastic 
worlds  of  Edmund  White. 

Wlio  needs  Eima  Bombeci^? 

Not  us  —  we've  got  Richard  Summerbell  and  Paul 
Aboud.  John  Altec  reviews  Abnormally  Happy. 

Dyicedactics 

Notes  from  high  school  (and  other  places).  The  Back 
Page  by  Kam  Rao. 

Reguiar  features 

Editorial:  Leaving  Kansas 

Letters:  Mail  order  rigtits 

The  Worid:  Poland  responds  to  AIDS 

Aesthetera:  The  British  style 

The  Classifieds:  Hot  ads,  hotpix,  and  more 

Networic:  Full  version  next  month 

The  Third  Text:  David  Maclean  is  on  stage 

Shared  Ground:  Joy  Parks  will  return  next  month 

The  cover:  Photo  of  Danny  Grossman  courtesy  of  the  Danny  Grossman 
Dance  Company.  Design  by  Robyn  Budd. 
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Readers  respond 
with  letters  to  Hill 

In  response  to  our  request,  many  Body  Politic 
readers  agreed  to  participate  in  the  "Equality 
Writes"  campaign  which  was  organized  by  a  gay 
group  in  Ottawa  to  encourage  MPs  to  support  the 
recommendations  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee on  Equality  Rights. 

When  the  report  was  tabled  in  the  House  of 
Commons  March  4,  Justice  Minister  John  Crosbie 
announced  the  federal  government's  intention  to 
outlaw  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orien- 
tation in  institutions  under  its  jurisdiction. 

Below  are  reprinted  some  of  the  letters  that 
readers  sent  to  Pariiament  Hill.  Some  have  been 
edited  for  length,  but  the  power  of  the  message  re- 
mains intact. 

• 
I  write  to  urge  that  the  Tory  government  take  an 
enlightened  attitude  on  the  proposed  amendment 
to  the  Human  Rights  Act  designed  to  put  an  end 
to  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orienta- 
tion. If  history  judges  the  civility  of  countries  by 
how  fairly  they  treat  their  minorities,  let  this  gov- 
ernment go  down  in  history  as  the  government 
which  helped  to  make  Canada  yet  more  civilized. 

There  is  no  reason  for  an  enlightened  govern- 
ment not  to  recognize  a  basic  fact,  no  reason  for 
government  members  to  be  afraid  if  they  do,  the 
less  enlightened  will  rise  against  them  to  create  a 
storm  of  ignorant  fury;  for  when  a  sense  of  hu- 
manity and  a  sense  of  duty  coincide,  as  they  must 
surely  do  in  civilized  nations,  only  the  pusillani- 
mous will  turn  back  from  showing  their  humanity 
and  exercising  their  duty. 

Ilive  in  a  small  community,  soberiy,  responsib- 
ly, openly  and  also  happUy  with  a  friend  of  many 
years.  No  one  here  is  outraged  by  this  essentially 
human  relationship;  and  I  should  like  to  think  that 
the  Human  Rights  Act,  In  a  legal  way,  might  now 
be  amended  to  protect  me  and  the  countless 
thousands  like  me  from  coast  to  coast.  Not  to  go 
ahead  with  the  amendment  would  be  for  the  Tory 
government  to  perpetuate  a  grave  injustice. 

A.M.,  Sackville 

• 
Am  I  a  citizen  of  this  country?  That  is  the  ques- 
tion I  seriously  present  since  I  am  not  sure  of  the 
answer,  even  after  I  have  given  it  my  utmost 
attention. 

1  was  bom  in  Montreal  PQ  in  December  1962. 
That  fact  alone  should  provide  the  answer  that 
yes,  I  am  a  Canadian  citizen.  But  am  I? 

Can  a  Canadian  citizen  be  fired  from  a  job  or 
refused  housing  because  he/she  is  Catholic  or 
Chinese  or  Francophone?  I  dare  say  "wo!"  But  I 
can  be  denied  these  rights  to  secure  employment 
and  housing  and  I  am  presumed  to  be  a  Canadian 
citizen. 

I  believe  in  a  strong,  free  Canada  and  I  believe 
that  not  only  the  citizens  of  Canada,  but  all  citi- 
zens of  this  planet  have  certain  rights  and  free- 
doms that  must  be  respected.  All  people  have  a 
right  to  a  decent  way  of  life  and  this  decency  must 
be  safeguarded  in  a  "Charter"  or  "Bill  of  Rights' 
entrenched  in  a  constitution. 

Blacks,  Protestants,  Jews,  Handicapped, 
Women,  Children  and  all  other  peoples  and  mi- 
norities deserve  to  be  treated  equally  without  dis- 
crimination. That  is  only  fair.  That  is  termed 
"being  human." 

Support  fully  the  Report  of  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  on  Equal  Rights,  October  1985.  And 


for  my  special  interest  support  Bill  C-225  (spon- 
sored by  Svend  Robinson,  MP,  NDP)  inclusion 
of  sexual  orientation  in  Section  1 5  of  the  Charter. 
Let's  begin  to  give  gays  a  right  to  be  respected. 

I  was  bom  in  this  country  and  proud  of  it.  I  am 
gay  and  proud  of  it. 

But  am  I  a  Canadian  citizen? 
Steve  Pruner 
Marchand  Residence,  University  of  Ottawa 

• 
This  is  to  express  my  concern  that  an  opportunity 
to  correct  a  grave  injustice  may  be  missed.  Many 
years  ago  I  noticed  an  attitude  in  my  part  of  the 
country  which  was  very  narrow  and  biased 
against  homosexuals.  Lately  however  there  has 
been  a  change.  It  seems  that  greater  awareness  of 
the  nature  of  a  specific  orientation  of  a  person 
toward  the  same  sex  has  encouraged  a  good 
number  of  us  in  this  area  to  re-assess  our  view  of 
homosexuality.  The  schools,  television  and 
printed  media  have,  over  the  years,  brought 
greater  public  tolerance  of  what  used  to  be  a 
taboo  subject. 

During  my  65  years  I  have  witnessed  many 
young  people  whose  lives  have  been  tom  and  stif- 
led by  the  lack  of  opportunity  to  live  their  lives  as 
God  made  them.  I  believe  now  that  the  pressure 
we  put  on  them  at  that  time  (in  the  name  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  well-intentioned),  in  today's  worid, 
is  now  wrong. 

I  encourage  you  to  let  others  in  govemment 
know  that  we  today  feel  that  it  is  wrong  to  dis- 
criminate on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 
Please  do  all  you  can  to  reflect  this  concem  in 
changes  to  the  Human  Rights  Code. 
EL,  Springfield  ON 

• 
Recently  we  received  a  letter  from  a  gay  rights 
group  called  "The  Equality  Rights  Ad  Hoc  Com- 
mittee." The  purpose  of  their  letter  was  to  urge  us 
to  write  to  you  concerning  a  proposed  amendment 
to  the  Human  Rights  Act  prohibiting  discrimina- 
tion on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

We  feel  that  this  is  a  very  pertinent  issue  and  we 
felt  compelled  to  write  in  response.  First  of  all  the 
word  "tolerance"  does  not  apply  in  our  situa- 
tion. The  word  tolerate  means  to  put  up  with  or 
cope  with,  such  as  one  might  do  with  a  migraine 
headache.  The  words  "totally  accepted"  would 
seem  more  accurate  in  our  situation. 

Statistically  10  percent  of  the  population  on  a 
whole  is  homosexual.  This  figure,  to  the  best  of 
my  personal  knowledge,  is  basically  correct  for 
our  community.  I'm  quite  happy  to  say  that  there 
seems  to  be  no  discrimination  or  prejudice  on  the 
part  of  the  heterosexual  populace  in  our  com- 
munity. We  are  made  to  feel  welcome,  accepted 
and  respected  as  a  part  of  our  community.  There 
are  quite  a  few  other  monogamous  gay  couples  in 
our  area  and  they  all  enjoy  the  same  acceptance 
and  respect  which  they  rightfully  deserve.  We  not 
only  socialize  with  the  other  gay  people  in  our 
area,  as  we  have  many  heterosexual  friends  and 
neighbours,  including  social  workers,  doctors, 
lawyers,  etc. 

The  feeling  that  our  heterosexual  friends  and 
neighbours  hold  is  that  what  we  do  in  our  bed- 
room is  our  business  and  what  they  do  in  their 
bedroom  is  their  business,  as  it  should  be!  The  as- 
pect of  our  sexual  orientation  does  not  even  enter 
into  our  relationships  with  the  straight  people  in 
our  community.  We  contribute  socially,  econ- 
omically, and  morally,  as  they  do,  and  this  is  all 
that  should  be  important. 

Referring  again  to  the  letter  that  I  received  — 

"Tory  MPs  in  Ottawa  are  still  undecided  about 

continued  on  page  II 
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Today  we  are  buying  a  church — 

Tomorrow,  building  a  senior  citizen's  home. 

If  you  would  like  to  help  .  .  . 

Call  960-9480 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Toronto  -  Building  Fund 

555  Church  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y  2E2 
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Furniture  Fact  N°  22:  Life  can  be  such  a  bitch.  We've  been  picking  up 
dilapidated  old  things  for  years,  Dahiings,  but  the  successful  restorations  have 
only  been  on  the  sofas  and  chairs. 
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continued  from  page  10 
where  they  stand  on  a  proposed  amendment  to 
the  Human  Rights  Act  prohibiting  discrimina- 
tion on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation"  only 
shows  the  neanderthal  and  prejudiced  attitudes 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  running  our  govern- 
ment. Human  rights!  Are  we  not  human?  And 
should  we  not  have  the  same  rights  as  anyone  else 
in  our  society?  Is  it  not  contradictory  that  the 
government  should  not  be  able  to  connect  these 
two  points?  Oppression,  discrimination  and  pre- 
judice should  have  no  place  in  a  Canadian  demo- 
cratic society,  let  alone  the  world. 
AlfredJ  Wat  tie 
FredPLange 

Fraser  fuels  Tories 

We  were  glad  to  see  an  editorial  in  your  March 
1986  issue  in  support  of  International  Women's 
Day.  However,  there  were  at  least  two  errors  in 
the  editorial.  Firstly,  the  main  theme  of  Interna- 
tional Women's  Day  in  Toronto  is  "Women  Say 
No!  To  Racism  —  From  Toronto  to  South  Afri- 
ca," not  opposition  to  Bill  C-49  as  implied  in  the 
editorial.  Secondly,  and  more  seriously,  the  edit- 
orial perpetuates  the  mythology  that  the  Fraser 
Committee  actually  recommended  "that  prosti- 
tution be  decriminalized."  The  Fraser  Commit- 
tee in  fact  recommended  that  some  forms  of  pros- 
titution in  'private'  be  pseudo-legitimated 
through  a  system  of  legalization  (a  matter  quite 
different  than  decriminalization)  which  would  al- 
low up  to  two  persons  over  18  to  work  from  their 
own  homes,  and  allow  regulated  prostitution  es- 
tabUshments  to  operate  according  to  guidelines 
estabhshed  by  the  relevant  province  or  territory. 
It  also  viewed  'public'  forms  of  prostitution  as  a 
serious  enough  social  problem  to  warrant  further 
criminalization,  although,  as  is  the  way  of  liber- 
alism, this  was  disguised  under  the  cloak  of  par- 
tial decriminalization.  What  the  Fraser  commit- 
tee did  was  recommend  the  repeal  of  Section 
1 95 . 1  —  Soliciting  for  the  purpose  of  prostitution 
—  a  statute  which  was  almost  totally  ineffective 
anyway,  and  its  replacement  with  a  less  obvi- 
ously discriminatory  but  more  effective  tool. 
They  proposed  that  this  should  be  accomplished 
by  dealing  with  prostitution  related  activities 
under  quite  a  comprehensive  package  of  public 
nuisance  legislation  (enough  so  as  to  make  virtu- 
ally every  street  hooker  liable  to  charge)  and  not 
through  measures  like  Bill  C-49  or  Section  1 95. 1 , 
which  single  out  soliciting  in  public  places  as  a 
particulariy  abhorrent  activity.  Furthermore,  by 
establishing  in  an  official  government  document 
that  'public'  forms  of  prostitution  were  the  prob- 
lem and  proposing  legislation  which  would  in- 
crease police  powers  of  arrest,  the  Fraser  com- 
mittee fueled  the  logic  which  led  to  the  Tories 
enacting  Bill  C-49. 

Those  of  us  who  are  opposing  Bill  C-49,  de- 
fending hookers  and  hustlers  rights  and  fighting 
to  decriminalize  prostitution  cannot  rely  on  the 
recommendations  contained  in  the  Fraser  report 
to  bring  this  about. 
Gary  Kinsman 
Debi  Brock 
Toronto 

Gillian  Rodgerson  replies: 
Kinsman  and  Brock  are  correct  in  referring  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Fraser  Committee  as 
pseudo-legitimation  of  some  forms  of  prostitu- 
tion rather  than  decriminalization.  It  is  a  very  im- 
portant distinction  to  make.  The  editorial  was 
not  meant  to  imply  that  opposition  to  Bill  C-49 


was  the  main  theme  of  this  year's  International 
Women's  Day  but  to  recognize  and  applaud  the 
fact  that  it  was  one  of  "o  short  list  of  important 
issues"  on  the  IWD  agenda.  • 

From  obscene  to  vile 

As  the  author  of  one  of  the  books  seized  by  Cana- 
dian Customs  in  December,  I  was  flabbergasted 
to  read  in  The  Body  Politic  that  the  reason  for  the 
seizure  was  common  obscenity. 

I  spent  wakeless  nights  researching  my  novel 
and  insist  that  I  have  earned  stronger  condemna- 
tion than  merely  "obscene,"  which  means  noth- 
ing more  threatening  in  its  Latinate  form  than 
"ill-boding,  inauspicious,  repulsive."  Those  of 
us  who  mean  to  continue  in  our  mission  of  satis- 
tying  masturbators  are  now  in  competition  with 
video  sex,  and  simply  being  "obscene"  will  no 
longer  do  the  job.  We  have  been  forced  by  the 
marketplace  to  rise  from  "obscene"  to  "vile." 

Those  of  us  who  cling  to  the  title  of  pervert  are 
a  persistent  lot,  and  you  should  pass  on  that  in- 
formation to  the  fellows  down  at  Customs.  If  cen- 
sored, I ,  for  one,  shall  have  to  give  up  novel-writ- 
ing and  return  to  the  laborious  but  satisfying  task 
of  whispering  my  dirty  stories  to  the  masses  in 
person,  man  by  man.  And  I  think  Canada 
sounds  ripe  for  such  a  visit. 

(If  anyone  at  Customs  has  any  questions  for 
me  on  this  matter,  have  him  write  to  me  here  in 
Albuquerque.  Oh,  but  warn  him  he's  far  likelier 
to  get  a  response  if  he  encloses  a  nice  picture  of 
himself.) 
Mike  Shearer 
author,  The  Great  American  Gay  Porno  Novel 

Take  sex  out  of  TBP 

One  of  the  stigmas  attached  to  the  word  "homo- 
sexual" is  that  it  contains  the  word  "sex."  Any 
non-gay  on  hearing  the  word  immediately  visual- 
izes some  helpless  creature  mad  on  sex  and  noth- 
ing else.  The  way  to  combat  this  poor  pubhc  im- 
age is  to  try  to  convince  people  that  we  are  just  like 
everyone  else,  except  in  one  respect — our  choice 
of  sex  partners.  Aside  from  that  we  are  just  as 
boring  or  exciting  as  the  next  person. 

But  I  still  find  it  unthinkable  to  sit  in  public  and 
read  The  Body  Politic.  It  isn't  because  it  is  a  gay 
magazine.  It  is  because  of  the  pornography  it 
contains.  Whether  or  not  I  approve  of  pornogra- 
phy is  irrelevant.  What  matters  is  the  impression 
that  TBP— a  national  magazine  for  gay  liberation 
—  must  make  on  anyone  looking  through  it  for  the 
first  time.  The  nude  sketches  and  pictures,  espe- 
cially the  ones  in  the  classified  ads.  make  us  look  as 
though  sex  is  all  we  think  about.  This  is  the  typical 
portrait  that  Mr  Falwell  loves  to  paint  of  us.  Is  the 
collective  now  in  cahoots  with  him  or  something? 

If  the  people  want  nudity,  let  them  buy  pom.  If 
they  want  an  up-to-date  account  of  the  dreams, 
endeavours  and  triumphs  of  a  special  kind  of  hu- 
man being,  let  them  buy  TBP.  But  don't  start 
marketing  both  commodities,  or  you'll  lose  ev- 
eryone in  the  shuffle. 
B  Benson 
Hamilton 
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Mr  Andre  Bureau,  Chairman  CRTC 

Gay  Outreach  Niagara  is  an  organization  ded- 
icated to  promoting  education  and  understand- 
ing of  homosexuality. 
GO  Niagara  wishes  to  register  a  strong  protest 


with  your  agency  respecting  CKTB's  John 
Michael  Show  of  Febmary  4, 1986. 

Basing  his  show  on  a  newspaper  column  by  W 
Gifford-Jones,  and  apparently  under  the  banner 
of  "free  speech,"  Mr  Michael  made  several  of- 
fensive remarks  against  gays  —  particularly  per- 
sons with  AIDS  —  and  encouraged  callers  who 
did  Hkewise. 

Enclosed,  for  you  information,  is  a  copy  of  a 
cassette  taped  during  the  broadcast  of  The  Best  of 
Michael  on  Sunday,  February  9.  Portions  oh\\t 
program  in  question  were  replayed  at  that  time, 
although  even  more  was  said  on  Tuesday. 

Upon  hearing  said  tape,  members  of  Gay  Out- 
reach Niagara  felt  obliged  to  let  you  know,  in  the 
strongest  possible  terms,  how  offended  we  were 
by  Mr  Michael's  comments  and  the  way  they 
were  presented. 

''You  know  it  is 
possible  to  so 
tlirougti  iife  wittiout 
sex.  Asl^  a  priest,  asii 
a  nun,  asl(  many 
people  who  abstain. 


ff 


In  no  particular  order,  we  list  a  samphng  of  Mr 
Michael's  distasteful,  ill-informed  and/or  homo- 
phobic remarks: 

"I'm  sick  and  tired  of  feeling  sorry  for  these 
people  who  are  transmitting  AIDS.  Get  off  the 
streets!  You  are  now  affecting  society!  Before  you 
were  just  affecting  your  own.  Now  you're  affect- 
ing society  and  you're  going  to  take  up  a 
bed... somebody's  going  to  have  a  heart 
attack... can't  get  in  a  hospital  within  time... be- 
cause it's  doubling  every  year  apparently.  You 
know  what  does  it,  so  don't  cry  when  you  got  it. 
Go  in  the  comer  and  die  because  I'm  not  interes- 
ted! You  know  how  you  got  it!" 

"You  know  it  is  possible  to  go  through  life 
without  sex.  Ask  a  priest,  ask  a  nun,  ask  many 
people  who  abstain....  You  can  abstain  until 
you're  sure  that  the  partner  you  pick  is 
perfectly  fine.  You  just  have  to  show  a  little  will- 
power.... I'm  talking  to  these  people  out  there 
listening  to  me. .  .who  object  very  much  if  I  put  a 
lisp  on.  Well  if  you  object  so  much  I  must  be  hit- 
ting home  to  you!" 

"Get  angry!  No  one's  angry!  We're  all  sitting 
here  humming  along  with  Diana  Ross  and  Elton 
John  going,  "Ya.. .isn't  it  sad?"  Get  angry! 
That's  the  whole  point  of  it.  It's  sad,  but  also  you 
show  some  responsibility  you  sons  of  guns  out 
there  who  are  transmitting  this  disease  around!" 

After  a  male  caller  had  hung  up,  Mr  Michael 
said  —  mocking  a  man  with  a  lisp  —  "the  flowers 
are  nice...I  appreciate  it...sonice...it's  been  such 
a  change  since  the  Welland  Canal  closed. ..no 
sailors  coming  from  Montreal... (singing) 
...oh!. ..Blow  the  man  down,  oh  ho.. .blow 
the....  Love  those  sailor  songs..." 

It's  intimidating  attitudes  such  as  this,  ex- 
pressed over  public  airwaves,  which  discourage 
people  (who  dare  to  disagree  with  Mr  Michael) 
from  calling  him. 

When  criticized  for  mockinggays,  Mr  Michael 
replied,  "Heterosexuals  are  mocked  as  well... 
Why  is  it  okay  to  mock  them  but  you  can't  (ouch 
a  gay?  You  don't  mind  a  comedian  of  some  kind 
on  stage  mocking  a  heterosexual  but  you  don't 
like  mocking  a  gay  person?  ...Heterosexuals  are 
mocked,  and  blacks  are  mocked,  and  whites  are 
mocked... and  it's  okay  for  (hem  but  you  mean 
we  can't  mock  a  gay?" 

We  submit  heterosexuals  aren't  mocked  strict- 


ly for  their  sexual  orientation.  Yet,  in  an  intimi- 
dating attempt  to  appear  fair,  Mr  Michael  again 
tried  to  justify  his  attacks.  Mr  Michael  showed 
evidence  of  extreme  ignorance  concerning  the 
spread  and  incubation  period  of  AIDS  and  other 
sexually-transmitted  diseases  —  particularly 
alarming  given  his  power  to  educate  and/or 
adversely  influence  thousands  of  listeners. 

"Most  of  the  sex  with  hookers  with  the  hetero- 
sexual community  is  oral . . .  because  the  word  got 
around  back  in  the  early  days  of  the  fifties  that 
you  could  catch  a  dose...." 

"Why  should  I  feel  sorry  for  a  group  of  people 
who  know  what  can  stop  them  from  getting 
AIDS?" 

"I  would  assume  that  a  gay  person  can  test 
himself  to  find  out  whether  he's  got  AIDS...  I 
think  he  can ... .  But  obviously  the  irresponsibility 
of  the  comminity  is  that  they  are  spreading  it  be- 
cause they  are  still....  As  the  heterosexual  com- 
munity quit  doing,  quit  going  with 
hookers... based  on  that." 

Gay  Outreach  Niagara  recognizes  that  many 
of  the  aforementioned  comments  may  not  seem 
offensive,  taken  individually,  not  in  a  society 
which  silently  condones  discrimination  against 
gays.  However  we  feel  strongly  that  the  over-all 
tone  of  the  program  was  tantamount  to  wilfully 
promoting  hatred  against  persons  with  AIDS. 
This  being  the  case,  we  urge  the  CRTC  to  take 
whatever  action  is  necessary  to  prevent  further  di- 
atribes of  this  nature  from  Mr  Michael. 
Warren  Hartman 
on  behalf  of  GO  Niagara 
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Re:  Basic  Black  —  Host:  Arthur  Black 

CBC  Radio  AM 

Saturday,  January  4, 1986  —  10am 

I  am  writing  to  file  a  formal  complaint  regarding 
the  above  programme. 

I  was  extremely  disappointed  to  have  heard 
two '  'jokes' '  regarding  the  gay/lesbian  commun- 
ity during  the  one  hour  that  this  programme  was 
on  the  air  in  British  Columbia.  One  "joke"  re- 
ferred to  homosexuals  joining  the  armed  forces 
so  that  they  can  redecorate  the  tanks,  meet  old 
lovers  and  have  white  wine  at  the  recruiting  cen- 
tre. The  second  "joke"  referred  to  Rock  Hud- 
son's death  last  October.  No  answer  was  given, 
apparently,  the  "joke"  being  Mr  Hudson's  life 
or  lifestyle. 

This  type  of  behaviour  is  totally  unacceptable 
—  especially  on  a  radio  station  which  I  help  to  fi- 
nance through  my  tax  dollars.  This  particular  ep- 
isode of  Basic  Black  was  described  in  Radio 
Guide  as  being  "Cracker-barrel  philosophy, 
crackeijack  features,  and  the  occasional  crack- 
pot interview.  It  all  adds  up  to  Basic  Black,  eccen- 
tric, unusual,  always  surprising." 

This  particular  episode  did  not  add  up  to  much. 

I  look  forward  to  receiving  your  acknowledge- 
ment of  this  formal  complaint  and  what  the  next 
procedures  are. 
Darren  Lowe 
Vancouver 

The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  letters. 
Send  them  to  us  at:  Utters,  TBP,  Box 
7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto  OiS  MSW  1X9. 

Letters  selected  for  publication  may  be 
edited  for  length. 
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AN  ACCOMMODATIONS  &  TRAVEL 
GLIDE  FOR  THE  GAY  COMMLMTY 


330  page  interaational  guide  , 

providing  comprehensive  information 

on  accommodations  and  popular 

gay  travel  destinations. 

Available  in  Canada:  at  Glad  Day 

Bookstore,  598A  Yonge  St., 

Toronto,  ONT.  Tel:  (416)  961-4161 

or:  Send  US$16.90  (IMO)  to  the 

publishers:  Odysseus  Enterprises  Ltd. 

P.O.Box  7605,  Flushing,  NY     11352 

USA 


New  York 


Charming,  Newly  Renovated 

B  ownstone  Conveniently 

Located  in  Chelsea 


•  All  Rooms  Have 
Washing  Facilities 

•  Share  Bath 

•  Continental  Breakfast 

Included 

•  Singles:  $35.00 

•  Doubles:  $55.00 
Weekly  Rates  Upon  Request 

Advance  Reservations  Suggested! 

COLONIAL  HOUSE 
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212-243-9669 
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Its  hand  forced  by  Section  15  of  the  Charter  of  Rights 
and  Freedoms,  the  federal  government  says  that 
discrimination  against  gays  is  unconstitutional 


As 


Victory  for  gay  equality 


he  outlined  policy  changes 
'  deemed  necessary  by  the  federal 
government  to  bring  its  practice  into  conformity 
with  Section  1 5  of  the  Charter  of  Rights  and  Free- 
doms, Justice  Minister  John  Crosbie  told  the 
House  of  Commons  March  4  that  the  govern- 
ment would  "take  whatever  measures  are  neces- 
sary to  ensure  that  sexual  orientation  is  a  prohib- 
ited ground  of  discrimination  in  relation  to  all 
areas  of  federal  jurisdiction." 

A  few  hours  later  Metropolitan  Toronto  Police 
52  Division,  possibly  Canada's  worst  example  of 
rampant  institutional  homophobia,  began  — 
literally  —  to  go  to  pieces.  A  large  expanse  of  cer- 
amic floor  tiles  on  the  ground  storey  suddenly 
rumbled,  shot  into  the  air  and  shattered.  By  the 
end  of  this  year  we  should  know  whether  the  min- 
ister's statement  on  sexual  orientation  and  the 
exploding  tiles  that  punctuated  it  portend  lean 
times  for  homophobia. 

• 
Crosbie  revealed  the  new  federal  policy  on  sexual 
orientation  in  a  speech  accompanying  his  presen- 
tation to  the  House  of  the  government's  response 
to  the  85  recommendations  contained  in  a  report 
released  last  October  25  by  the  Commons  Sub- 
Committee  on  Equality  Rights.  That  response 
was  the  next  step  in  a  procedural  march  which 
began  last  April  17,  when  Section  15  of  the 
Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms  came  into  effect 
(see  "Step  by  step"  next  page). 

Those  recommendations  covered  a  broad 
range  of  issues  in  federal  policy  raised  by  Section 
15's  injunction  that  "every  individual  is  equal 
before  and  under  the  law  and  has  the  right  to  the 
equal  protection  and  equal  benefit  of  the  law 
without  discrimination."  Among  the  areas  ex- 
amined by  the  Sub-Committee  were:  women  and 
the  Armed  Forces,  mandatory  retirement,  access 
by  the  physically  disabled,  immigration  and  reli- 
gious observance.  Only  five  of  the  recommenda- 
tions dealt  with  sexual  orientation.  In  summary, 
the  Sub-Committee  recommended  the  Canadian 
Human  Rights  Act  (CHRA)  be  amended  to  pro- 
vide protection  against  discrimination  on  the 
grounds  of  sexual  orientation,  that  the  Armed 
Forces  and  the  RCMP  be  forced  to  comply  with 
the  amended  Act,  that  sexual  orientation  not  be  a 
criterion  in  granting  federal  government  security 
clearances  and  that  the  Criminal  Code  of  Canada 
be  amended  to  establish  a  uniform  age-of-con- 
sent  for  all  sexual  activity. 

The  government  promised  to  take  all  necessa- 
ry measures  to  remove  sexual  orientation  dis- 
crimination within  federal  jurisdiction,  stated 
that  sexual  orientation  is  not  now  a  criterion  for 
security  clearance,  and  agreed  to  give  careful 
consideration  to  establishing  1 8  as  a  uniform  age- 
of-consent. 

Federal  jurisdiction  includes  all  government 
departments  and  agencies  and  some  parts  of  the 
corporate  economy,  such  as  communications 
and  banking.  (For  the  complete  text  of  the  gov- 
ernment's response,  see  "Whatever 
measures..."  next  page). 


Crosbie:  Whatever  measures  are  necessary,'  but  not  necessarily  any  measures? 


Instant  reaction  was  negative  on  both  sides  of 
the  issue.  MPs  on  the  right-wing  of  the  govern- 
ment's own  parliamentary  caucus  said  the  ex- 
pected things  about  homosexuality  and  devia- 
tion (see  "No  dancing  for  the  dinosaurs"  next 
page).  MPs  Svend  Robinson  and  Sheila  Copps, 
justice  critics  for  the  New  Democrats  and  the 
Liberals  respectively,  criticized  the  government 
for  failing  to  present  any  legislative  proposals  to 
back  up  its  new-found  fervour  for  gay  rights. 
Robinson  snappily  summarized  the  govern- 
ment's response  as  "Don't  hold  your  breath!" 

Representatives  of  gay  organizations  which 
had  made  presentations  during  the  drafting  of  the 
Sub-Committee's  recommendations  were  skep- 
tical. Arthur  Smatters  of  Halifax's  Gay  Alliance 
for  Equality:  "It's  just  words.  There's  no  proper 
legislation  to  follow  it  up.  Each  individual  will 
have  to  go  to  court  to  establish  that  they  have 
been  mistreated."  Don  Larventz  of  Vancouver's 
Gay  Rights  Union:  "The  exact  details  of  the 
changes  have  yet  to  be  announced  and  il  will  be 
the  specifics  which  will  count." 

The  vagueness  of  the  government's  response 


incites  such  doubts.  For  example,  to  the  Sub- 
Committee's  recommendation  that  the  CHRA  be 
amended,  the  government  replies  that  it  "will 
take  whatever  measures  are  necessary,"  but  no 
amendment  to  the  CHRA  is  mentioned.  Indeed, 
the  wording  inevitably  invites  a  paraphrase  of 
Mackenzie  King:  Whatever  measures  are  neces- 
sary, but  not  necessarily  any  measures.  The  gov- 
ernment response  to  the  proposed  uniform  age- 
of-consent  was  similarly  vague:  it  "will  give  care- 
ful consideration  to  the  possibility." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  two  federal  institutions 
most  likely  to  put  up  a  real  fight  against  gay 
equality  —  the  Armed  Forces  and  the  RCMP  — 
seem  to  be  getting  a  rough  ride  from  the  Justice 
Department  A  news  report  published  in  the 
Toronto  Star  March  5  suggested  that  the  Armed 
Forces  would  try  to  take  advantage  of  an  appar- 
ent loophole  in  the  government's  policy  state- 
ment to  continue  to  keep  women  out  of  combat 
and  gays  out  of  the  military.  The  loophole  was  a 
caveat  that  made  military  compliance  condition- 
al on  the  Forces'  ability  to  remain  "operationally 
effective,"  something  which,  according  to  the 


generals  and  admirals,  only  they  could  properly 
evaluate.  That  idea  was  shot  down  the  same  day 
by  Martin  Low,  Justice  Department  counsel  for 
human  rights.  "Government  expects  the  Gov- 
ernment agencies  to  conform,"  he  told  the  Globe 
and  Mail,  "And  if  they  don't,  then  we'll  take 
steps  to  make  sure  they  do.  There  are  lots  of 
things  we  can  do,  such  as . . .  changing  the  opera- 
tional policy  of  the  Armed  Forces  and  the  RCMP 
and  making  sure  they  do  not  do  by  the  back  door 
what  they  shouldn't  do  by  the  front  door." 

Three  days  later.  Solicitor  General  Perrin 
Beatty,  the  minister  responsible  for  the  RCMP, 
told  reporters  that  sexual  orientation  would  no 
longer  be  a  consideration  in  hiring  and  promo- 
tion in  the  federal  police  force.  And,  in  a  bizarre 
twist,  Beatty  added  that  gays  wishing  to  enlist  in 
the  Mounties  might  still  be  rejected  if  they  hide 
their  sexual  orientation,  thereby  making  them- 
selves vulnerable  to  blackmail. 

• 
It  is  one  of  the  jobs  of  the  parliamentary  opposi- 
tion parties  to  cry  up  the  negative  and  the  omis- 
sions in  whatever  the  government  says  or  does. 
No  one  expects  them  to  do  otherwise.  And  good 
parliamentarians  that  they  are,  they  have  focus- 
ed their  criticisms  on  the  absence  of  legislation. 

The  reactions  of  gay  representatives  suggest 
that  the  gay  movement  has  taken  its  cues  from  the 
media  and  the  opposition  parties  and  has  gotten 
caught  up  in  the  pariiamentary  game.  Politics  en- 
compasses a  good  deal  more  than  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  battle  for  gay  liberation  is,  at  this 
point,  part  of  the  war  of  ideas.  Argument  has 
been  our  principal  weapon. 

In  this  wider  field,  the  declaration  of  the 
federal  justice  minister  to  Parliahient  and  the 
country  that  it  is  government  pohcy  to  eliminate 
discrimination  on  the  grounds  of  sexual  orienta- 
tion wherever  it  lies  within  its  constitutional 
power  to  do  so  has  to  count  as  a  major  victory  — 
perhaps  the  greatest  victory  gay  men  and  lesbians 
have  won  to  date.  That  this  declaration  has  been 
made  by  a  Progressive  Conservative  government 
only  enhances  the  significance  of  the  achieve- 
ment. Overnight,  the  debate  has  been  rekindled 
—  with  gay  civil  rights  bearing  the  (reluctant)  im- 
primatur of  the  state,  and  our  opponents,  for 
once,  on  the  defensive. 

There  is  another,  less  obvious  reason,  why 
Crosbie's  policy  paper  should  be  welcomed  as  an 
important  step  forward.  There  has  been  much 
talk  in  legal  circles  about  the  potentials  in  the  so- 
called  open-ended  character  of  Section  15, 
which,  after  saying  that  everyone  is  equal  without 
discrimination,  goes  on  to  add:  "And.  in  par- 
ticular, without  discrimination  based  on  race, 
national  or  ethnic  origin,  colour,  religion,  sex, 
age  or  mental  or  physical  disability."  In  the  first 
version  of  Section  15,  those  two  words  "in  par- 
ticular" weren't  there.  Their  addition  plainly 
means  that  discrimination  on  grounds  other  than 
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continued  from  page  13 
those  listed  is  also  contrary  to  the  Charter.  MP 
Svend  Robinson  has  this  to  say  (see  TfiP  Decem- 
ber 1984):  "One  of  the  things  I  fought  hard  for 
was  an  explicit  amendment  to  the  Charter  of 
Rights  that  would  prohibit  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation.  We  didn't  achieve 
that,  but  we  did  achieve  an  important  victory  in 
that  the  Charter  was  amended  to  actually  allow 
for  the  possibility  of  challenges  to  discriminatory 
practices  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 
That's  because  the  grounds  of  discrimination  are 
not  exclusive." 

Buried  in  the  fine  print  of  the  report  of  the  Sub- 
Committee  on  Equality  Rights  is  an  unnumbered 
recommendation,  made  in  passing,  but  not  pre- 
sented as  one  of  the  85  official  recommendations. 
On  page  29;  "We  have  therefore  concluded  that 
'sexual  orientation"  should  be  read  into  the  gen- 
eral, open-ended  language  of  section  15  of  the 
Charter  as  a  constitutionally  prohibited  ground 
of  discrimination."  And,  similarly  buried  in  the 
federal  government's  response,  on  page  13: 
"The  Department  of  Justice  is  of  the  view  that  the 
courts  will  find  that  sexual  orientation  is  encom- 
passed by  the  guarantees  in  Section  15  of  the 
Charter."  "Buried"  is  the  wrong  word  — "lying 
in  wait"  would  be  a  better  description. 

Someday  —  probably  soon  —  the  courts  will 
have  to  decide  whether  Section  15  covers  sexual 
orientation. 

That  sentence  in  Crosbie's  text  will  be  signifi- 
cant evidence  that  it  does.  Toronto  lawyer  and 
occasional  gay  politician  Peter  Maloney,  whose 
offices  have  been  the  site  of  much  research  on  the 
Charter  and  discrimination  against  gays,  says: 
"It's  very  important  because  he  (Crosbie)  is  the 
chief  law  officer  of  the  Crown." 

That  sentence  is  worth  more  than  all  of  the 
government's  official  responses,  because  a  court 
ruling  is  more  powerful  than  a  dozen  government 
policies. 

• 
What  the  government  has  done  can  be  made  out 
through  the  fog:  why  the  government  has  done  it 
remains  obscure.  No  doubt  there  are  many  fac- 
tors having  to  do  with  the  internal  politics  of  the 
Progressive  Conservative  Party  and  with  its  de- 
sire to  retain  power  by  cultivating  political  terrain 
once  dominated  by  the  Liberals,  factors  we  may 
never  know.  But  there  are  two  external  factors 
which  we  can  discern:  the  Charter  of  Rights  and 
gay  activism. 

In  what  is  surely  an  eariy,  strong  bid  for  the 
1986  Mary  Poppins  Award  for  Today-ls-The- 
First-Day-Of-The-Rest-Of-My-Life  journalism, 
the  Toronto  Star  editorialized:  "Cynics  will 
argue  that  Crosbie  was  only  doing  now  what  he 
would  be  forced  to  do  later  anyway  by  the 
courts..."  and  went  on  to  suggest  that  "moral 
leadership"  explains  the  government's  in- 
itiatives. There  is  good  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
cynics  would  be  right.  The  legal  articles  and  opin- 
ions available  on  the  subject  suggest  that  the  case 
for  covering  sexual  orientation  in  the  Charter  is 
very  strong,  perhaps  irresistible.  Although 
Crosbie  implied  that  the  government  magnani- 
mously did  not  wish  to  force  Canadians  to  engage 
in  costly  court  battles  to  win  their  rights,  we 
should  not  forget  that  in  the  courts  it  takes  two  to 
tangle  and  that  court  battles  are  also  expensive 
for  the  state.  A  government  bent  on  deficit- 
slashing  and  belt-tightening  might  well  hesitate  to 
retain  an  array  of  lawyers  to  fight  an  army  of 


lovers  in  what  it  believes  is  a  losing  battle. 

And  then  there  is  our  own  contribution  —  the 
thousands  of  interventions  made  by  gay  and  les- 
bian individuals  and  organizations  in  the 
parliamentary  process  that  has  been  unrolling 
since  last  April  17. 

The  government  would  have  been  hard  put  to 
ignore  the  unanimous  recommendations  of  a 
committee  on  human  rights  made  up  overwhelm- 
ingly of  MPs  from  its  own  party.  And  that  unan- 
imity seems  due  in  large  degree  to  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  the  testimony  the  Sub-Committee 
heard  on  gay  issues  as  it  travelled  across  the  land. 
As  they  moved  from  city  to  city,  you  could  al- 
most hear  their  minds  changing. 

If  some  members  thought  that  gay  equality 
was  a  bizarre  issue  relevant  only  in  a  few  square 
blocks  of  Montreal,  Toronto  and  Vancouver, 
they  must  have  had  a  jolt  when  they  received  dele- 
gations from  Yukon  Anonymous  Gays  in  White- 
horse  and  from  the  Wednesday  Morning  Club  of 
Carman  MB  (population:  2,  048). 

And  although  committees  probably  get  a  lot  of 
dry-as-dust  briefs,  bristling  with  facts  and  fig- 
ures, the  Sub-Committee  got  a  large  dose  of  real- 


life,  often  very  moving,  stories:  in  Edmonton, 
Susan  Brownlie  told  the  MPs  about  how  fear  of 
the  consequences  of  her  own  lesbianism  had  driv- 
en her  into  several  painful  failed  marriages;  in 
Vancouver,  Lee  MacKay  and  other  lesbian  wom- 
en passed  snapshots  of  "their  kind  of  family" 
around  for  MPs  to  see  and  think  abouL 

After  the  Sub-Committee  had  made  its  report, 
the  government  had  three  months  to  prepare  its 
response.  During  that  time,  gay  men  and  lesbians 
continued  to  urge  their  views  on  MPs  and  the 
cabinet.  MP  Svend  Robinson  called  on  gays  to 
write  to  the  justice  minister  and  a  small  band  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  Ottawa  set  about  organ- 
izing a  grassroots  letter  campaign.  Late  off  the 
ground,  it  is  still  delivering  stacks  of  letters,  which 
are  expected  to  number  in  the  thousands  by  the 
time  the  campaign  peters  out. 

The  justice  minister's  declarations  on  sexual 
orientation  are  an  important  victory  for  us  — 
and  by  us. 

And  still  to  come:  Legislative  action  from  the 
government?  Challenges  in  the  courts?  And  the 
rightwing  counter  attack?  1986  could  be  a  very 
interesting  year.  KenPopert% 


"Whatever  measures../' 


What  follows  is  the  complete  text  of  the  chapter 
on  sexual  orientation  contained  in  the  govern- 
ment's response  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Sub-Committee  on  Equality  Rights: 

Recom  mendations 

10.  We  recommend  that  the  Canadian  Human 
Rights  Act  be  amended  to  add  sexual  orientation 
as  a  prohibited  ground  of  discrimination  to  the 
other  grounds,  which  are  race,  national  or  ethnic 
origin,  colour,  religion,  age,  sex,  marital  status, 
family  status,  disability,  and  conviction  for  an 
offence  for  which  a  pardon  has  been  granted. 

1 1 .  We  recommend  that  the  Canadian  Armed 
Forces  and  the  RCMP  bring  their  employment 
practices  into  conformity  with  the  Canadian  Hu- 
man Rights  Act  as  amended  to  prohibit  discrim- 
ination on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

Response 

The  Government  recognizes  that  the  issue  of  sex- 
ual orientation  addresses  some  of  the  most  dif- 
ficult moral  and  religious  concerns  of  Canadians. 
There  is  no  simple  manner  of  reconciling  deeply 
felt  views. 

Though  fully  cognizant  of  the  social  dilemmas 
that  the  issue  raises,  the  Government  is  commit- 
ted to  the  principle  that  all  Canadians  have  an 
equal  opportunity  to  participate  as  fully  as  they 
can  in  our  society;  no  one  should  be  denied  op- 
portunities for  reasons  that  are  arbitrary  or  irrel- 
evant. In  particular,  persons  should  not  be  ex- 
cluded from  employment  opportunities  for  rea- 
sons that  are  irrelevant  to  their  capacity  and  abili- 
ty to  do  the  job. 

The  Government  believes  that  one's  sexual  or- 
ientation is  irrelevant  to  whether  one  can  perform 
a  job  or  use  a  service  or  facility.  The  Department 
of  Justice  is  of  the  view  that  the  courts  will  find 
that  sexual  orientation  is  encompassed  by  the 
guarantees  in  section  1 5  of  the  Charter.  The  Gov- 
ernment will  take  whatever  measures  are  necessa- 
ry to  ensure  that  sexual  orientation  is  a  prohibit- 
ed ground  of  discrimination  in  relation  to  all 
areas  of  federal  jurisdiction. 


No  dancing  for 
the  dinosaurs 

Referring  to  the  public  reactions  of  some  MPs  to 
the  government's  statement  on  sexual  orienta- 
tion, MP  Svend  Robinson  wryly  observed: 
"The  dinosaurs  in  the  Conservative  caucus  are 
not  dancing  today."  Here  are  some  of  the  com- 
ments he  was  alluding  to,  along  with  one  from 
that  honorary  dinosaur,  Toronto  Sun  parlia- 
mentary columnist  Claire  Hoy: 
MP  Reg  Slackhouse  (PC  —  Scarborough 
West):  "To  talk  about  sexual  orientation  implies 
that  two  kinds  of  sexuality  are  equally  natural.  I 
disagree  with  that  implication  because  only  het- 
erosexuality  is  natural.  The  other  is  an  unnatural 
deviation." 

MP  Alex  Kindy  (PC  -  Calgary  East):  "We  are 
condoning  a  third  sex,  somebody  who  is  not  ex- 
actly normal.  We  are  changing  the  moral  fabric 


Recom  mendation 

12.  We  recommend  that  the  federal  Government 
security  clearance  guidelines  covering  employees 
and  contractors  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation. 

Response 

Sexual  orientation  is 'not  a  ground  for  denial  of 
security  clearance.  Rather,  the  criteria  applied 
are  loyalty  to  Canada  and  reliability. 

Recommendation 

13.  We  recommend  that  the  Criminal  Code  be 
amended  to  ensure  that  the  minimum  age  or  ages 
at  which  private  consensual  sexual  activity  is 
lawful  be  made  uniform  without  distinction  bas- 
ed on  sexual  orientation.  (This  recommendation 
does  not  pertain  to  existing  sexual  assault  of- 
fences in  the  Criminal  Code.) 

Response 

The  Minister  of  Justice  will  give  carehil  consid- 
eration to  the  possibility  of  amending  the  Cr//n- 
/wfl/Corfe to  ensure  that  the  minimum  ageor  ages 
at  which  private  consensual  sexual  activity  is  law- 
ful be  made  uniform  without  distinction  based  on 
sexual  orientation.  Both  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sexual  Offences  Against  Children  and 
Youths  (Badgley  Committee)  and  the  Report  of 
the  Special  Committee  on  Pornography  and 
Prostitution  (Eraser  Committee)  suggested  that 
since  the  age  of  majority  in  most  provinces  is  18, 
this  would  be  an  appropriate  uniform  age  of  con- 
sent. Department  of  Justice  officials  are  studying 
these  recommendations  and,  following  consulta- 
tion with  provincial  governments  and  private  sec- 
tor groups,  the  Minister  will  announce  the  Gov- 
ernment's response  to  them. 

Recommendation 

14.  We  recommend  support  in  principle  for  Bill 
C-225  and  urge  the  Government  to  enact  legis- 
lation reflecting  the  principle  of  the  Bill  as  out- 
lined in  this  Committee's  recommendations. 

Response 

See  the  response  to  recommendations  10  and  1 1 . 


Robinson:  Not  holding  his  breath 
of  the  nation  this  way.  We  are  sending  out  a  dan- 
gerous message." 

MP  Don  Blenkarn  (PC  —  Mississauga  South) 
to  reporters:  "I'm  literally  amazed  at  you  keep- 
ing on  asking  me  this  problem  of  homosexuals. 
Are  you  all  homosexuals  here?" 
Claire  Hoy  {Toronto  Sun  parliamentary  com- 
mentator): Next  thing  you  know,  the  Tories  will 
be  sponsoring  a  National  Homosexual  Mince-In 
on  Parliament  Hill,  with  a  federal  grant  to  fly  the 
sickos  in  from  Vancouver,  Montreal  and  Toron- 
to to  parade  their  depravity  to  the  worid."  • 


Step  by  step 

January  31, 1985:  Justice  Minister  John  Crosbie 
tables  the  "Discussion  Paper  on  Equality  Issues 
in  Federal  Law"  in  the  Commons.  Section  VIII 
of  the  paper  deals  with  sexual  orientation. 
February  26, 1985:  The  House  refers  the  discus- 
sion paper  to  committee. 
March  26, 1985:  The  House  also  refers  to  com- 
mittee Bill  C-225,  MP  Svend  Robinson's  bill  to 
add  sexual  orientation  to  the  Canadian  Human 
Rights  Act. 

April  17,  1985:  Section  15  of  the  Charter  of 
Rights  and  Freedoms  comes  into  effect. 
October  25,  1985:  The  Sub-Committee  on 
Equality  Rights  delivers  its  report  to  the  House. 
March  4, 1986:  Justice  Minister  Crosbie  delivers 
to  the  House  the  government's  response  to  the 
Sub-Committee's  report.  • 
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Gay  partners  recognized 

BC  court  makes  property  settlement  between  former  lesbian  lovers 


VANCOUVER  —  A  BC  Supreme  Court  justice 
has  recognized  a  lesbian  relationship  under  the 
laws  of  constructive  trust  and  awarded  a  woman 
half  an  interest  in  the  house  she  shared  with  her 
former  lover.  According  to  the  woman's  lawyer, 
the  ruling  markes  the  first  time  a  homosexual 
partnership  has  gained  this  kind  of  le^al  recog- 
nition. But  the  decision  has  been  appealed  and 
now  goes  to  the  BC  Appeals  Court. 

''This  Is  the 

first  Instance  where  a 

gay  relationship  has 

been  treated  as  a 

heterosexual 

relationship  Is 

treated" 


Penny  Anderson  separated  from  Arlene 
Luoma  in  August  1984.  The  following  October 
Anderson  applied  to  the  courts  under  the  BC 
Family  Relations  Act  for  a  division  of  property 
acquired  during  their  10-year  relationship  and 
for  interim  maintenance  for  their  two  children, 
conceived  by  artificial  insemination  during  their 
time  together. 

BC  Supreme  Court  justice  H  J  Wallace  ruled  at 
that  time  (see  TBP,  January  1985)  that  the  Act 
does  not  apply  to  homosexual  relationships  or  to 
the  children  of  a  homosexual  couple.  Penny  and 
her  children  were  left  without  a  home  and  had  to 
live  on  welfare. 

The  case  again  came  before  the  courts  this  Jan- 
uary 6.  In  a  32-page  decision  brought  down  Feb- 
ruary 10,  BC  Supreme  Court  justice  Patrick 
Dohm  awarded  Anderson  a  half  interest  in  the 
Vancouver  house  in  which  Anderson  and  Luoma 
had  lived  and  a  20  percent  interest  in  their  recrea- 
tional property  in  Sechelt,  BC. 

However,  Dohm  rejected  lawyer  Peter 
Fraser's  argument  that  Anderson  was  entitled  to 
child  support  for  the  children,  aged  three  and 
five,  under  the  Family  Relations  Act.  Dohm  said 
that  Luoma  could  not  be  defined  under  the  Act  as 
a  "spouse,  parent,  step-parent  or  step-father." 

According  to  Fraser,  the  constructive  trust 
laws  are  being  used  more  and  more  often  by  un- 
married heterosexuals  upon  separation.  They  in- 
volve a  relatively  uncomplicated  fairness  principle 
of  avoiding  "unjust  enrichment"  where  two  peo- 
ple have  combined  their  efforts  and  energies. 
"This  is  the  first  instance  where  a  gay  relationship 
has  been  treated  vis-a-vis  property  as  a  hetero- 
sexual relationship  is  treated,"  says  Fraser.  "This 
decision  implies  that  people  living  in  gay  relation- 
ships will  have  to  suffer  the  same  consequences." 

Fraser  says  that  the  problem  with  the  Family 
Relations  Act  lies  in  its  very  tight  definitions, 
which  "are  all  couched  in  gender  terms"  and 
refer  specifically  to  heterosexual  relationships. 

Although  Anderson  is  pleased  with  the  decision 
regarding  property  and  the  recognition  by  the 
court  of  the  relation.ship,  she  is  disappointed  that 
the  children  of  homosexual  parents  are  excluded 
from  protection  and  financial  security  under  the 
Family  Relations  Act.  "It  was  my  impression  that 
in  the  judgment  the  children  were  seen  as  illegiti- 


mate. There  are  no  illegitimate  children  today;  all 
children  are  legitimate.  Children  of  homosexual 
parents  are  as  legitimate  as  children  of  heterosexu- 
al partners  and  should  not  be  treated  differently." 

Anderson  concedes  she  is  not  completely  hap- 
py with  the  heterosexual  analogies  in  which  the 
case  was  argued:  "I  don't  like  the  stereotyping 
and  I  don't  particularly  like  to  be  called  the 
'housewife'  and  Arlene  the  'breadwinner,'  but  in 
actuality  that  is  the  way  it  worked  out." 

She  says  that  support  from  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  has  been  uneven.  "I  did  receive  a  tre- 
mendous amount  of  support  from  a  few  members 
of  the  gay  community,  and  in  particular  from  the 
Lesbian  and  Feminist  Mothers  Political  Action 
Group.  The  support  from  other  lesbians,  women 
who  had  been  friends  of  Arlene  and  mine  during 
our  10-year  relationship,  hasbeen  very  minimal. 
Most  have  been  too  frightened  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  case." 

Although  his  attempt  to  get  the  judge  to  go  be- 
yond the  hmited  wording  of  the  Act  failed,  Fraser 
predicts  that  sooner  or  later  the  courts  will  have  to 
change  their  tune:  "If  this  is  the  only  interpreta- 
tion possible,  then  the  law  is  discriminatory  and 
we  can  expect  a  challenge  under  the  Charter  of 
Rights  and  Freedoms." 

Arlene  Luoma  declined  to  be  interviewed 
about  the  case. 

Readers  interested  in  helping  with  the  costs  in 
this  case  can  send  donations  to  the  Lesbian  and 
Feminist  Mothers  Political  Action  Group,  Box 
65804,  Stn  F,  Vancouver  BC  V5N5L3. 

Nancy  Kennedy  • 


FOR   THE 


RECORD 

The  Canadian  Air  Line  Flight  Attendants'  Asso- 
ciation, (CALFAA)  has  taken  steps  to  educate  its 
membership  about  AIDS  and  to  prevent  occupa- 
tional discrimination.  Paul  Gauthier,  chairman 
of  CALFAA's  newly  created  AIDS  Committee, 
feels  there  is  an  urgent  need  to  dispel  misappre- 
hensions about  the  disease  and  check  potential 
discrimination  before  it  begins.  Says  Gauthier, 
"One  pilot  refused  to  allow  male  flight  atten- 
dants on  the  flight  deck.  He  was  suspended  for 
sexual  discrimination."  CALFAA  is  moving 
quickly  on  the  issue  because  of  the  problems  ex- 
perienced on  US  carriers  by  employees  with 
AIDS.  Specifically,  CALFAA  wants  AIDS  educa- 
tion programmes  for  staff  and  employers,  the 
prevention  of  discriminatory  practices  by  em- 
ployers —  such  as  forced  sickleave  or  mandatory 
AIDS  testing  —  and  strict  confidentiality  of  medi- 
cal information,  as  well  as  adequate  protection 
while  providing  first-aid  to  passengers.  While 
CALFAA's  measures  protect  only  its  own  mem- 
bers, its  efforts  will  provide  a  positive  example  to 
other  organizations. 

• 
As  Vancouver's  West  End  Community  Centre 
approaches  its  March  election  of  directors,  a 
door  once  closed  to  gay  and  gay-positive  groups 
seems  finally  to  be  opening.  Tensions  between  the 
Centre's  gay  and  non-gay  supporters  in  late  1985 
had  left  significant  issues  unresolved.  The  refusal 
of  group  status  to  the  Vancouver  Gay  Communi- 
ty Theatre,  the  removal  o\  Angles,  the  Vancou- 
ver gay  newspaper,  from  the  centre  and  the  reluc- 


tance to  continue  a  gay/lesbian  foodbank  were  all 
resolved  in  favour  of  the  Centre's  gay  partici- 
pants. Even  so,  many  members  of  the  board  still 
express  disapproval  of  openly  gay  groups.  All 
voting  members  and  gay-supportive  participants 
are  urged  to  press  the  need  for  greater  access  to 
the  Centre. 

• 
Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Red  Deer  (Alberta)  can 
celebrate  the  opening  of  their  first  gay  club, 
Robin's  Nest.  Owned  by  three  women,  the  club 
opened  February  1  and,  although  its  customers 
are  predominantly  men,  lesbians  are  certainly 
welcome.  The  place  is  even  open  Sundays!  It's 
address  is  4926  50  Street  (telephone:  347-8820). 

Tony  Johnston  • 

Word  too  'clinical/ 
Halifax  tour  book 
nixes  gay  club  ad 

HALIFAX  —  An  advertisement  submitted  by  a 
community  disco.  Rumours,  has  been  rejected 
by  the  Halifax  Visitors  Guide.  The  proposed  ad, 
already  approved  by  the  Nova  Scotia  Liquor  Li- 
censing Board,  contained  the  phrase,  "a  social 
club  for  lesbians  and  gay  men." 
Lewis  Rogers,  director  of  Tourism  Halifax,  stat- 


ed, in  a  telephone  conversation  with  the  club's  act- 
ing manager,  that  his  board  of  directors  objected 
to  the  word  "lesbian"  as  "too  clinical."  Appar- 
ently, no  exception  had  been  taken  to  the  word 
"gay"  and  no  alternative  wording  was  suggested. 

Rogers  asked  the  acting  manager  to  write  to  the 
board  explaining  "what  the  club  is  trying  to  do" 
with  the  ad.  Having  done  this,  the  acting  mana- 
ger received  a  letter  from  M  Bemice  Sullivan, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  Tourism 
Halifax,  dated  January  3 1 .  Sullivan  stated  that  a 
special  meeting  of  the  board  had  been  held  to 
discuss  the  ad  and  that  it  had  been  rejected.  No 
reasons  were  given. 

The  Halifax  Visitors'  Guide  is  published  an- 
nually to  provide  visitors  with  information  on 
available  services  and  points  of  interest.  This 
year,  anticipating  a  loss  of  tourist  revenue  to 
Vancouver's  Expo  86,  the  city  has  launched  an 
ambitious  promotional  campaign  using  the  slo- 
"Halifax  likes  company." 

The  matter  of  the  ad  will  now  pass  over  to  the 
attention  of  the  Civil  Rights  Committee  of  the 
Gay  Alliance  for  Equality,  the  non-profit 
organization  which  operates  Rumours.  "As  tax- 
payers we  have  the  right  to  know  why  the  ad  was 
rejected,"  said  the  club's  acting  manager.  "We 
do  pay  a  fair  amount  of  business  tax." 

(GANG)  Robin  Metcalf% 


Poppers  get  'R'  rating 

Federal  government  restricts  poppers;  Ontario  police  raid  sellers 


Police  morality  squads  raided  several  retail  shops 
in  Toronto  and  Ottawa  at  the  end  of  January, 
confiscating  their  stocks  of  butyl  nitrite  (poppers) 
and  charging  their  owners  with  selling  a  restricted 
drug.  The  raids  followed  months  of  poHce  under- 
cover surveillance. 

Butyl  nitrite  has  been  used  for  years  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  chemically  more  refined  amyl  nitrite. 
The  latter  has  always  been  a  "restricted  drug"  in 
Canada,  legally  obtainable  only  by  prescription. 
For  recreational  purposes,  it  had  to  be  procured 
through  underground  channels.  Enterprising 
businesses  soon  turned  to  the  sale  of  butyl  nitrite, 
a  chemical  used  in  industrial  processes.  It  has  a 
shghtly  different  composition  than  amyl  nitrite, 
but  produces  the  same  effect  when  inhaled.  More 
important,  butyl  nitrite  was  not  "restricted." 

Merchants  have  been  selling  butyl  nitrite  over 
the  counter  for  at  least  two  decades,  mostly  to  gay 
men,  under  such  brand  names  as  "Rush"  and 
"Locker  Room." 

But  last  June  1 3  butyl  nitrite  joined  its  cousin  on 
Schedule  F  of  the  federal  Food  and  Drug  Act,  be- 
coming a  "restricted"  drug.  This  was  done  by  or- 
der of  the  federal  cabinet  acting  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  Health  and  Welfare  Canada  Officials. 

Dr  RA  Armstrong,  assistant  director  of  the 
Bureau  of  Non-Prescription  Drugs  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Canada,  told  TPB  that  butyl  nitrate  was 
placed  on  Schedule  F  because  the  chemical 
"served  no  useftil  purpose."  Armstrong  added 
that  the  substance  causes  giddiness  and  elevated 
rates  of  respiration  when  inhaled.  He  also  cited 
incidents  in  which  people  using  butyl  nitrite  while 
engaging  in  auto-asphixiation  have  died. 

Accordingly,  butyl  nitrite  was  ordered  to  be 
"restricted."  As  of  October  1,  selling  or  distri- 
buting the  chemical  to  persons  without  prescrip- 
tions became  a  crime.  Possession  was  not  made 
an  offence.  Notice  of  the  change  was  published  in 
the  Canada  Gazette,  a  summary  of  legislative 
changes  read  occasionally  by  lawyers  and  civil 


servants.  The  general  public  received  no  notice  of 
the  change. 

"It  was  a  decision  made  in  the  bowels  of  Otta- 
wa," says  Jerry  Levy,  a  one-time  wholesaler  of 
poppers  and  the  only  person  so  far  charged  with 
illegally  distributing  butyl  nitrite.  Levy  is  an 
owner  of  the  Club  and  the  Barracks,  two  Toronto 
bathhouses.  Shortly  before  being  charged,  Levy 
had  instructed  lawyer  Stephen  Labow  to  investi- 
gate rumours  that  the  chemical  had  been  restrict- 
ed. Labow  told  7"fif  he  contacted  federal  officials 
to  determine  the  status  of  the  compound.  "Peo- 
ple in  the  federal  government,"  Labow  said, 
"gave  me  assurances  that,  to  their  knowledge, 
butyl  nitrite  was  not  a  restricted  drug." 

It  is  particularly  unsettling  that  police  did  not 
engage  in  the  usual  practice  of  extending  a  warn- 
ing or  grace  period  to  the  merchants  charged.  Al- 
though undercover  officers  entered  the  premises 
where  poppers  were  being  sold  to  observe  over  a 
period  of  months,  no  police  officer  made  any  ef- 
fort to  inform  the  businesses  that  they  were  now 
engaged  in  an  illegal  activity.  Says  Labow:  "It's 
not  just  a  matter  of  reading  Schedule  F.  since  dif- 
ferent brands  of  poppers  have  different  chemical 
compositions  and  all  may  not  be  covered  by  the 
Schedule."' 

But  Staff  Seargent  Ernest  Beale  of  the  Metro- 
politan Toronto  Police  morality  squad  says  most 
sellers  knew  well  in  advance  of  the  charge  that  the 
substance  was  restricted.  "1  would  say  that  bus- 
inessmen would  have  been  totally  ignorant  not  to 
know."  Beale  acknowledges  that  there  are  a  lot  of 
businesses  still  selling  poppers.  "1  am  sure  there 
are  many  outlets  selling  poppers,  but  we  only  got 
around  to  a  few." 

Lev7,  charged  with  distnbuting  butyl  nitrite,  is 
togo  to  trial  June  19.  Ric  Taylor% 
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Lesbian  deacons  suspended 

Anglican  parish  gay-positive,  but  pregnant  lesbian  deacon  poses  new  challenge 


Last  December  29,  the  Reverend  Joyce  Bamett,  a 
deacon,  told  the  Anglican  congregation  at  Toron- 
to's Holy  Trinity  Church  that  she  and  another  dea- 
con, the  Reverend  Alison  Kemper,  were  married 
and  that  she  (Bamett)  was  going  to  have  a  baby. 

According  to  church  organist  John  Gartshore, 
the  two  women  received  a  great  deal  of  support  in 
the  parish;  he  describes  them  as  "two  lovely, 
warm  and  open  people  in  a  relationship  we  want 
to  encourage."  But  there  was  at  least  one  person 
among  the  congregation  who  didn't  feel  comfort- 
able. That  person  called  the  press. 

Anglican  archbishop  Lewis  Gamsworthy  has 
always  been  supportive  of  Integrity,  a  gay  An- 
glican group.  But  faced  with  a  flood  of  publicity 
over  a  pregnant  lesbian  deacon,  Gamsworthy 
had  to  apply  the  rules.  For  the  time  being,  neither 
of  the  women  can  serve  as  a  deacon  in  the  Angli- 
can Church. 

The  women  declined  to  be  interviewed  by  TBP. 
According  to  Gartshore,  they  felt  saturated  with 
press  attention,  having  been  forced  to  stay  with 
friends  when  reporters  planted  themselves  at  the 
door  of  their  home  for  three  days. 

The  following  mles  for  the  clergy  were  approved 
by  the  Anglican  House  of  Bishops  in  1979: 

1.  Our  present  and  future  considerations 
about  homosexuality  should  be  pursued  within 
the  larger  study  of  human  sexuahty  as  its  totality. 

2.  We  accept  all  persons,  regardless  of  sexual 
orientation,  as  equal  before  God.  Our  accept- 
ance of  persons  with  homosexual  orientation  is 
not  an  acceptance  of  homosexual  activity. 

3.  We  do  not  accept  the  blessing  of  homosexu- 
al unions. 

4.  We  will  not  call  into  question  the  ordination 
of  a  person  who  has  shared  his/her  homosexual 
orientation,  if  there  has  been  a  commitment  to 
the  bishop  to  abstain  from  sexual  acts  with  per- 
sons of  the  same  sex  as  part  of  the  requirement  for 
ordination. 

"If  a  single,  unmarried  priest  or  deacon  were 
to  become  pregnant,  I  would  have  to  inhibit  them 
by  the  discipline  of  the  church."  Gamsworthy  is 
quoted  in  the  Canadian  Churchman  (March 
1 986) ." So  we  don '  t  have  two  standards,  we  have 
one  standard."  Of  course,  since  gay  marriage  is 
not  recognized  in  the  church,  there  are  two  stan- 
dards. "The  MCC  and  other  denominations  ac- 
cept gay  unions,  and  if  we're  going  to  be  down  on 
promiscuity  and  the  alternatives  are  total  abstin- 
ence or  a  committed  relationship,  you  have  to  be 
supportive  of  this,"  says  Gartshore. 

In  a  brief  conversation,  Gregory  Lee,  an  hon- 
orary assistant  at  another  Anglican  church ,  com- 
mented that  "the  church  has  a  lot  of  catching  up 
to  do  in  the  20th  century,"  but  on  the  whole  he 
was  impressed  with  the  church's  reaction.  He  felt 
the  issue  was  political.  "If  they're  going  to  start 
waving  flags,  they've  got  to  expect  some  reac- 
tion." Even  so,  had  the  couple  been  heterosexual 
and  married,  their  happy  announcement  of  a 
planned  and  wanted  child  would  have  received 
no  publicity. 

Phillis  Creighton,  author  of  a  church  study  on 
sexuality  told  the  Toronto  Star,  "You  can  turn  a 
blind  eye  to  private  conduct;  you  cannot  turn  a 
blind  eye  when  people  are  pronouncing  publicly 


and  saying  it  is  good."  Neither  can  you  turn  a 
blind  eye  to  a  pregnant  abdomen. 

"We  have  to  talk  about  the  things  that  are  im- 
portant to  us,  so  we  need  a  supportive  church. 
Holy  Trinity  has  a  lot  of  different  focuses  — 
groups  for  peace,  anti-apartheid,  etc.  Church 
should  be  a  place  where  people  are  not  afraid." 
So  says  Gartshore,  adding  that  at  the  Sunday  ser- 
vice following  the  deacons'  announcement,  the 
parish  said,  "We  are  very  supportive  of  these  two 
people,"  and  there  was  a  round  of  applause. 


(Holy  Trinity  Church,  with  a  generally  non-gay 
congregation,  allowed  gay  groups  to  meet  and 
hold  dances  as  early  as  1970.  The  Toronto  MCC 
also  began  there.) 

"Closet  cases  are  our  worst  enemy,"  Integrity 
member  Peter  Iveson  says  about  gays  every- 
where. Gartshore  added,  "There  certainly  are  a 
lot  of  closeted  priests  who  don' t  want  their  names 
out.  They're  the  ones  who're  defensive  and  tum 
vicious.  We've  got  to  be  supportive  of  people." 

Nancy  Irwin  • 


License  to  kill  gays 

Gay  community  stunned  as  jury  acquits  in  murder  trial 


WINDSOR  -  Despite  a  Valentine's  Day  demon- 
stration and  a  petition  campaign,  there  will  be  no 
appeal  of  a  controversial  acquittal  in  the  trial  of 
Gerald  Moore,  who  had  been  charged  with  the 
murder  of  Ralph  Fredsberg,  an  openly  gay  man. 
Moore  had  admitted  strangling  Fredsberg  with  a 
belt  in  the  victim's  apartment,  but  claimed  he  had 
acted  in  self-defense  in  response  to  Fredsberg 
"coming  on"  to  him  sexually.  According  to 
Moore's  statement  to  the  police,  he  had  met 
Fredsberg  in  downtown  Windsor  and  had  been 
invited  back  to  Fredsberg's  home  to  smoke  some 
marijuana. 

Fredsberg  was  killed  September  2,  1984. 
Moore  was  arrested  five  months  later.  The  trial, 
which  lasted  two  seeks  and  concluded  with  the 
jury's  decision  to  acquit  on  Febmary  6,  saw  de- 
fence counsel  Guy  Cottrell  paint  a  picture  of  ho- 
mosexuality in  the  most  sordid  terms,  using  non- 
expert and  hearsay  testimony  from  his  cross-ex- 
amination of  Crown  witnesses.  The  Crown  At- 
torney presented  medical  evidence  that  indicated 
Fredsberg  was  stmck  unconscious  and  then 
choked  to  death  with  the  belt. 

Assistant  Crown  Attorney  Tim  Zuber  told  the 
jury,  "You  have  heard  a  lot  about  the  practices  of 
homosexuals,  but  you  have  to  ask  yourselves, 
'Why  did  we  need  to  hear  any  of  that  evidence?' 
In  my  submission  it  was  just  a  smokescreen  to 
create  revulsion  in  your  minds  against  homosex- 
uals. None  of  that  activity  was  ever  linked  to 
Fredsberg." 

In  releasing  Moore,  Supreme  Court  of  Ontar- 
io Justice  Wiliam  Maloney  told  the  accused, 


No  appeal:  Despite  demonstration  and 
petition,  the  Crown  will  not  appeal 


"Only  you  know  what  really  happened  in  that 
apartment  that  night  and  I  suspect  none  of  us 
here  in  this  courtroom  heard  all  of  the  truth  of  it. 

You  have  been  the  beneficiary  of  a  brilliant 
defence." 

The  verdict  stunned  Fredsberg's  family  and 
the  gay  community.  At  a  public  meeting  the  fol- 
lowing Monday,  the  Lesbian/Gay  Community 
Service  Group  held  a  post-mortem  to  discover 
what  had  gone  wrong  in  what  most  had  assumed 
would  be  an  open-and-shut  case.  A  picket  of  the 
County  Courthouse  on  Febmary  14  by  a  dozen 
demonstrators  drew  media  coverage  throughout 
southwestern  Ontario.  The  protesters  issued  a 
statement  which  called  the  verdict  "a  license  to 
kill  gay  people."  Several  hundred  signatures  on  a 
petition  demanding  an  appeal  were  forwarded  to 
the  Attorney  General  of  Ontario,  Ian  Scott,  but 
both  the  local  Crown  Attorney  and  the  provincial 
Crown  Law  Office  said  that  there  were  no  errors 
in  law  on  which  to  base  an  appeal.  Jim  Monk  • 

Man  dismissed  for 
indecency  charge 
wins  compensation 

A  32-year-old  Toronto  man  who  pleaded  guilty 
to  an  indecency  charge  last  Febmary  has  won  his 
civil  suit  against  the  company  which  subsequent- 
ly fired  him. 

The  man,  an  employee  with  the  Canada  Trust 
Mortgage  Company  for  nearly  four  years,  was  cal- 
led into  his  supervisor's  office  Febmary  22, 1985, 
and  dismissed  that  same  day.  The  supervisor  had 
been  tipped  off  about  the  charge  by  a  security 
guard  involved  in  the  arrest.  The  man  was  told  that 
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his  "inappropriate  conduct"  would  detrimentally 
reflect  on  the  company's  reputation"  and  that  im- 
mediate dismissal  was  necessary. 

In  her  written  judgement,  District  Court  judge 
Heather  Smith  found  that  there  was  no  evidence 
of  any  customer  complaints,  no  evidence  of  any 
co-workers  complaining,"  in  fact,  no  knowledge 
of  the  charge  beyond  that  of  the  supervisor's. 
Canada  Tmst's  claim  that  the  charge  might  cause 
them  to  lose  business  was  "purely  speculative"  in 
Judge  Smith's  opinion  and  therefore  invalid. 
"There  is  nothing  before  me  to  suggest  that  the 
PlaintiR^s  ability  to  perform  his  duties  at  the 
Canada  Tmst  Company  was  in  any  way  impair- 
ed, or  that  the  defendant  was  in  any  way  adverse- 
ly affected,"  she  wrote.  Furthermore,  since  the 
"indiscretion"  had  taken  place  off  the  job  site 
and  since  it  had  already  been  dealt  with  by  the 
courts,  Smith  noted,  it  was  entirely  "outside  the 
scope"  of  the  man's  employment. 

Smith  mied  that  Canada  Tmst  failed  to  pro- 
vide reasonable  notice  of  dismissal  and  that  rea- 
sonable notice,  considering  the  man's  length  of 
service  and  position  in  the  company,  was  three 
months.  She  awarded  him  an  amount  equalling 
three  months  salary,  minus  the  amount  paid  to 
him  on  leaving. 

"We  only  sought  fair  renumerations,"  ex- 
plained the  man's  lawyer,  Michael  Schelew.  "To 
claim  general  damages,  such  as  'pain  and  suffer- 
ing' would  require  detailed  documentation  or 
psychiatric  evidence."  It's  simply  not  enough  to 
claim  that  the  company's  rash,  unjust  behaviour 
resulted  in  the  man  still  being  unemployed  for  a 
six  month  period.  Still,  "it's  an  important  case," 
remarked  Schelew,  adding  that  closed-minded 
morality  doesn't  excuse  the  denial  of  an  individ- 
ual's employment  rights.        Tony  Johnston  • 


INNOCENCE 


OF    YOUTH 

From  "Bell  unable  to  muzzle  sex  tapes"  by 
Gary  Webb-Proctor  in  The  Globe  and  Mail  (26 
February  1986: 

Bell  Canada  has  no  way  to  prevent  children  — 
some  as  young  as  8  years  old — from  placing  tele- 
phone calls  to  three  US  900  numbers  to  hear  ex- 
plicit sex  tapes,  a  company  spokesman  said 
yesterday. 

Peter  Croome,  office  manager  of  Bell  Canada 
in  Stratford,  Ont,  said  that  despite  complaints 
from  at  least  1 1  parents,  and  a  petitition  being  cir- 
culated through  churches  in  Listowel  and  Pal- 
merston,  Ont,  parents  will  have  to  pay  the  long 
distance  charges  —  which  in  one  case  totalled 
$167  in  one  month  —  for  calls  their  children 
made  to  the  United  States.... 

Jill  Armstrong,  a  Listowel  widow  who  started 
the  petition  after  being  billed  for  calls  her  children 
made,  said  yesterday  that  at  least  125  families 
and  several  businesses  in  Listowel  and  Palmer- 
ston  have  been  billed  for  calls  to  the  numbers. 
"The  children  got  the  numbers  from  friends  at 
school  —  it's  been  through  the  entire  public  sys- 
tem here  —  and  they  called,  thinking  they  were 
toll-free...." 

The  petition,  which  she  said  was  signed  by 
more  than  1,000  people  when  it  was  circulated 
through  churches  on  Sunday,  demands  that  Bell 
disconnect  the  sex-tape  numbers  because  they 
"convey  sexual  perversions"  and  "expose 
children  and  juveniles  to  subnormal  culture."  • 


Show  raises  gay  profile 

//  took  four  years,  but  Halifax  media  finally  noticed  gay  art 


HALIFAX  —  An  exhibition  of  art  by  gay  men 
has  produced  important  advances  in  public 
awareness  of  the  city's  gay  community. 

Art  by  Gay  Men  had  its  fourth  annual  show 
from  February  3  to  22.  Curators  Robin  Metcalfe 
and  Jim  MacSwain  pronounced  themselves  hap- 
py with  the  turn-out  of  60  at  the  show's  opening, 
which  included  introductory  remarks  by  gay  au- 
thor and  sociologist  Edgar  Friedenberg. 

For  the  first  time,  CBC  Radio  carried  public 
announcements  for  the  show.  Previously  the  net- 
work had  a  steady  hands-off  policy  regarding 
events  sponsored  by  the  city's  dozen  or  so  gay  or- 


Beauty  is  Nothing  but  the  Beginning  of  Terror. 
Best  of  all  was  Metcalfe's  work,  which  exhibi- 
ted his  usual  sense  of  the  ordering  of  parts,  an  or- 
der which  he  allows  you  to  discover.  On  one  wall 
were  photographs  revealing  the  (subconscious?) 
reappearance  in  advertising  art  of  classic  repre- 
sentations of  male  beauty.  Two  precariously 
perched  construction  workers  in  a  cigarette  ad 
lean  toward  each  other,  while  an  accompanying 
photograph  of  Michelangelo's  Sistine  ceiling 
focuses  on  the  detail  in  which  the  precariously 
perched  figures  of  God  and  Adam  lean  toward 
each  other. 


( 


Vanity  1  (detail):  A  catalogue  of  gay  male  fantasy  objects  found  only  in  fairyland 


ganizations.  This  year,  the  public  network  not 
only  ran  announcements,  but  also  reviewed  the 
show  on  its  afternoon  programme,  "Mainstreet." 

Another  surprise  was  the  reaction  of  the 
Chronicle-Herald,  long  known  as  one  of  the 
country's  worst  daily  newspaper  monopolies. 
The  paper  overcame  its  usual  Tory  reticence  and 
ran  a  grudging  review  of  the  gay  men's  art  show. 
And  a  week  later,  it  carried  syndicated  coverage 
of  Moscow  Doesn  7  Believe  in  Queers,  a  video- 
tape by  gay  artist  John  Greyson,  which  was  pre- 
sented at  the  show  as  part  of  Pink  Triangle  Day 
celebrations. 

The  show  itself  was  meagre.  Only  tiiree  local  ar- 
tists contributed;  the  Toronto  art  collective,  JAC, 
and  Ottawa's  Evergon  completed  tiie  show.  Ever- 
gon's  huge  sumptuous  polaroids,  photographs 
brushed  with  paint,  dominated  the  room.  In  them, 
a  man  embraced  variously  a  skeleton  or  carried  a 
man's  severed  head,  like  a  victorious  David. 

JAC  contributed  a  cooperatively  painted  story 
book  of  one  young  man's  coming  out  in  fairytale 
terms,  while  Halifax  artist  Eric  Walker  exhibited 
small  paintings  of  various  adolescent  situations 
whose  point  may  have  been  their  lack  of  technique. 

MacSwain  captured  some  of  the  child's  fun  in 
exploring  with  his  "Labyrinth,"  a  walk-in  instal- 
lation of  curtain  material  suspended  from  the 
ceiling  in  a  spiral  pattern.  At  its  centre,  the  viewer 
was  confronted  with  a  mirror,  the  reverse  side  of 
which  carried  a  photograph  of  a  naked  youth 
with  the  head  of  a  minotaur.  Retracing  the  path 
out  of  the  labyrinth,  I  was  able  to  make  sense  of 
the  words  tacked  at  intervals  along  the  walls: 


Another  Metcalfe  piece  was "  Vanity  I ,"  a  cab- 
inet with  an  inscription  from  the  People's  Daily 
of  Beijing:  "Men  want  a  woman  with  the  face  of 
an  actress,  the  body  of  an  athlete,  the  manner  of  a 
servant,  and  the  cooking  skills  of  a  chef.  This  can 
only  be  found  in  fairyland."  Inside,  a  catalogue 
of  gay  male  fantasy  objects. 

Not  least  of  all  in  the  show,  I  enjoyed  Freiden- 
berg's  remarks  on  Christopher  Isherwood.  Isher- 
wood's  reminiscences  of  his  German  lover, 
Heinz,  as  well  as  his  reflections  on  the  future  of 
the  strange  tribe  of  gay  men  to  which  he  belonged 
reminded  us  that  we're  capable  of  a  solidarity 
that  is  too  little  apparent  in  our  lives.  The  Art  by 
Gay  Men  show,  by  bringing  us  together,  succeed- 
ed in  its  small  way  in  recalling  that  spirit  on  a  cold 
February  night.  Glen  Walton  • 


LETTER  FROM 


VICTORIA 

Jack  Hagenaars  • 

As  a  former  Manitoban  I  have  to  admit  I  hesitat- 
ed briefly  before  moving  to  the  west  coast's  "Re- 
tirement Capital."  But  on  my  arrival  August  I ,  I 
was  happy  to  see  that  people  were  in  abundance, 
the  population  almost  as  dense  as  the  city's  flow- 
er gardens.  Some  gay  organizations  were  in  full 
bloom;  other  seeds  had  been  planted. 

Seven  months  later  spring  has  sprung  in  ti)e  gar- 
den city;  one  of  the  newest  growths,  and  probably 


the  fastest  growing  is  the  recentiy  formed  AIDS 
Vancouver  Island  (AVI) .  The  group  was  formed  by 
five  Victoria  men  last  September.  Today,  tiiere  are 
more  tiiat  30  volunteers,  many  trained.  They  staff 
an  AIDS  helphne,  work  on  fund-raising  and  par- 
ticipate in  the  newest  extension  of  the  organization 
—  tiie  emotional  support  group. 

Spokesman  Grant  Sullivan  says  it  became  nec- 
essary to  initiate  the  emotional  support  group  be- 
cause of  Victoria's  situation.  Medical  authorities 
and  the  media  recently  revealed  that  the  city  has 
seen  its  fourth  person  with  AIDS,  two  of  whom 
have  already  died. 

Numerous  requests  for  speakers  have  been  ex- 
tended by  concerned  groups.  Grant  Sullivan,  a 
social  worker,  and  Wayne  Cook,  a  nurse,  have 
attended  several  medical  discussions.  In  January 
Sullivan  also  assisted  prison  authorities  in  deal- 
ing with  a  well-pubhcized  prisoner  with  AIDS. 
The  situation  arose  at  the  Vancouver  Island  Cor- 
rectional Centre  (a  maximum  security  institu- 
tion) where  an  uprising  of  sorts  brewed  up  among 
prisoners  and  jail  guards  when  word  got  out 
about  a  new  inmate  who  was  diaposed  as  having 
AIDS.  The  guards  first  refused  to  tend  to  the 
man's  needs  and  prisoners  showed  some  extreme 
concern.  That's  when  medical  officials,  together 
with  Sullivan,  stepped  in  and  proved  their  exper- 
tise. Both  the  guards  and  the  inmates  became  bet- 
ter educated  on  the  situation  and  the  jail's  atmos- 
phere almost  immediately  returned  to  normal. 

Fundraising  is  a  must  and  AVI,  in  its  short  his- 
tory, has  done  much.  The  group  is  anxiously 
planning  what  could  be  its  biggest  fund-raiser  to 
date:  an  afternoon  film  showing  at  a  local  movie 
theatre.  The  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto  has 
generously  offered  its  touching  film,  No  Sad 
Songs,  to  be  shown  sometime  in  April;  the  date 
has  yet  to  be  confirmed.  A  discussion  will  be  held 
after  the  film  and  entertainment  provided  by  a  big 
name.  Other  signs  of  progress  for  AVI  are  the 
group's  incorporation  as  a  society  and  its  ac- 
quisition of  a  new  office. 

AVI  is  only  one  of  many  groups  on  Vancouver 
Island .  An  alternative  to  the  bar  scene  is  provided 
by  a  gay  mens'  support  and  discussion  group 
programme  —  eight  weeks  of  intense  discussion 
touching  on  the  life  of  a  gay  man,  social  stigma, 
personal  achievements  and  conflicts,  and  family 
interaction.  (More  information  can  be  had  from 
Brenda  at  the  Citizen's  Counselling  Service  of 
Greater  Victoria  -  384-9934.) 

Island  Gay  Society  (IGS)  is  the  island's  longest 
established  organization.  It  has  five  branches  — 
in  Victoria,  Nanaimo,  Port  Albemi,  Cowichan 
Valley  and  Comox  Valley.  All  operate  a  gay  help- 
line and  have  the  same  goal  in  mind  —  a  place  to 
meet  new  gay  friends. 

The  Gay  Cafe,  operated  by  the  Victoria 
branch,  is  still  going  strong  at  the  James  Bay 
Community  Centre.  It's  the  place  to  be  Sunday 
evenings  at  9pm,  holding  something  new  every 
weekend,  ranging  from  bingo  and  movie  nights 
to  cooking  lessons,  music  and  potlucks. 

The  Nanaimo  branch  holds  a  social  every  last 
Saturday  of  the  month  (excluding  August  and 
December)  at  the  Double  Dragon  restaurant. 
The  branch  boasts  of  having  the  largest  member- 
ship  on  the  island.  You'll  find  visitors  to  the 
monthly  social  from  Vancouver  and  Victoria, 
and  from  as  far  away  as  Seattie. 

• 
The  Easter  weekend  should  be  an  exciting  one  for 
island  gays  and  lesbians.  IGS  and  GI.0  (Gay  and 
Lesbian  Organization  at  the  University  of  Victor- 
ia) are  co-sponsoring  a  conference  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Victoria  March  28-30.  The  Uiree-day  event 
will  focus  on  issues  of  concern  to  rural  and  small- 


town gays.  Workshops  will  include  topics  on  les- 
bian and  gay  history;  gays  and  the  law;  gay  youth 
and  students;  and  combatting  violence  and  social 
attitudes.  Special  guest  speakers  will  include  Bur- 
naby  MP  Svend  Robinson,  who  will  present 
Equality  for  All,  a  report  from  the  parliamentary 
Sub-Committee  on  Equahty  Rights. 

• 
One  group  that  hasn't  survived  is  Dignity,  the 
gay  Catholic  organization.  It  folded  last  month. 

• 
Victoria's  only  gay  bar  has  a  new  name  and  look. 
The  old  Pals  is  now  Rumours,  at  1235  Govern- 
ment St.  With  new  owners,  the  bar  has  been 
injected  with  new  hfe  and  vitahty .  Nanaimo's  on- 
ly gay  bar  also  has  a  new  name.  It's  now  The 
Manhattan,  located  downstairs  at  the  Outrigger 
Restaurant,  120  Commercial  St. 

• 
With  summer  on  its  way,  at  least  here  on  the 
island,  gays  can  be  found  tanning  their  sunny 
sides  at  one  of  two  popular  beaches:  the  lavendar 
logs  along  Dallas  Road  at  Cook  Street  or  the  Is- 
land View  Beach  Regional  Park  in  the  Saanich 
Peninsula. 


ANNALS   OF 


JUSTICE 

From  a  story  by  Nina  Aprile  ("Man  convicted 
of  gross  indecency  after  washroom  videotape 
shown ' ')  in  a  February  20  edition  o/The  Globe 
and  Mail: 

Crown  counsel  Owen  Haw  said  a  curious  child 
who  looked  under  the  walls  of  the  cubicle  would 
have  been  able  to  see  the  men.  "It's  that  danger 
that  makes  the  behaviour  an  act  of  gross 
indecency." 

•' 
From  a  decision  on  visiting  rights  handed  down 
March  5  1985  by  New  Brunswick  Court  of 
Queen 's  Bench  justice  FD  Logan: 

The  question  then  is  this:  Is  a  conviction  for 
homosexual  behaviour  "misconduct"  of  the 
quality  to  call  for  "displacing  tiie  natural  right"  of 
a  parent.  Once  again,  I  must  consider  tiie  best  in- 
terests of  the  children.  What  effect  does  tiie  fact 
that  a  child  becomes  aware  that  its  fatiier  is  a  sexual 
deviant  have  on  tiiat  child?  It  has  been  often  said 
that  the  most  cruel  of  all  can  be  one  child  to 
anotiier.  Is  it  in  tiie  child's  best  interest  to  be  placed 
in  a  position  where  that  child  is  forced  to  be  witii  a 
parent,  whose  conduct  has  been  such  as  to  bring 
ridicule  down  upon  tiie  child?  I  tiiink  not.  • 


ONCEUPON  ATIME 


Five  years  ago: 

March  19,  1981:  George  Hislop  —  gay  activist 
and  protest  candidate  in  Toronto's  St  George 
riding  —  is  defeated  by  Conser\ative  Susan  Fish. 
March  25.  1981:  The  Ontario  Coun  of  Appeal 
rejects  TBP\  request  to  overturn  an  order  for  re- 
trial; TBP  decides  to  appeal  to  tiie  Supreme  Court 
of  Canada. 

March  30.  1981:  In  Toronto,  tiie  trial  of  the 
alleged  keepers  of  the  Barracks  steambath  —  in- 
cluding George  Hislop  —  begins. 

Ten  years  ago: 

April  5. 1976:  Ottawa's  city  council  passes  a  mo- 
tion to  prohibit  discrimination  in  municipal  hir- 
ing on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation;  Ottawa  be- 
comes the  second  city  in  Canada  to  do  so. 
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If  you  can't 
be  a  house 

guest  in  the 

country. . . 

be  ours." 


Rill  House  is  a  restored  nineteenth 
century  country-house — worthy  of 
your  consideration  because  of  the 
determination  of  the  host  to  give  his 
guests  a  "special"  place  to  visit  that 
is  quiet,  secluded  and  memorable. 

In  winter  there  is  cross-country  and 
alpine  skiing,  quiet  walks  along  the 
Bruce  Trail — and  in  summer,  swim- 
ming, fishing  and  hiking — snd 
always  a  host  who  knows  a  thju^g  or 
w<^  about  making  you  welcon^ 

'tinique,  j^ate  and  intormal 
h^e  for  ibifse  who  like  comfort, 
but  prefer  noi  to  pay  luxury  prices. 
lOOK  aonh-wesi  of  Toronio. 
We'll  he  glad  lo  send  further  inlor- 

aticn. 


'Tim- 


Rill  House  Farm 
reemore,  Ontario 
416-231-7650 


Peak  O'Blue 

Mountain 
Guest  Ranch 


Book  your  spring 
vacation  now 

2  miles  to  Georgian  Bay 

Acres  of  hiking  trails 

Lots  of  privacy  on 
our  50  acre  farm 

Large  country  home 

Solarium  with  whirlpool 

Reasonable  rates 

Meals  included 

Transportation  now 

available  from 

Toronto,  London  &  Kitchener 

Call  now  and  book 
your  Spring  vacation! 

It's  all  here  &  it's  all  yours  at 

PEAK  o  BLUE 

^  ^mountain 
.^Mmguest  ranch 

P.O.  Box  190,  Collingwood,  Ontario 
Canada  L973Z5  •  (705)444-1262 


BURKEN 

GUEST  HOUSE 
TORONTO 


Central  Location 
Beautiful  Rooms 
Continental  Breakfast 
Free  Parking 
$45  Day/$1 75  Week 
VISA  Accepted 
• 

322  Poimerston  Boulevard 

Toronto,  Ontario 

Canada  M6G  2N6 

(416)  920-7842 


ON  LOCATION  RESORT 
(416)894-1058 

Guestrooms  •  Cottages  •  Swimming  pool 

Private  grounds  •  Fabulous  Beach 

Heart  of  Niagara  Tourist  Area 

where  Canada  and  U.S.  meet 

WHERE  TORONTO  PARTIES 
IN  THE  SUMMER 


CANADA  'S     FINEST.    ALL     MALE     HOTEL 


AIRCLIMATISE       PRIVATE  BATHS       SUN  DECK 


TERRASSE  DOUCHES   COMMUNAUTAIRES 


107  0,   RUE    MACKAY,    MONTREAL 


H  3  G 


2  H  1 


(5  14)        8  7  8-9393 
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^^  The  editors  of  the  C/o/^fflni/A/fl/7,  the  Toron- 

H/ll^  #ll21Cri^#^O^d  %A#ltl^   niSlO  to  paper  which  carries  "The  Doctor  Game,"  ac- 

nn  i^  aiagnOSea  wren   KJIS^  J^^^  responsibility  for  printing  the  article  and 

Medical  columnist  comes  down  with  AIDS  panic  and  refuses  treatment     were  concerned  with  the  accuracy  of  walker's 

statements.  Les  Buhasz,  an  assistant  editor  who 

\^  was  largely  responsible  for  the  columns,  has  said 

In  the  wake  of  criticism  of  two  installments  of  his  dollars  on  their  medical  care."  Walker  omitted      that  Walker's  record  had  been  good,  but  that 

weekly  nationally-syndicated  medical  column,  any  mention  of  AIDS  community  groups  fi-      "we'll  have  a  closer  look"  at  any  future  AIDS 

"The  Doctor  Game,"  Dr  W  Gifford-Jones  stands  nanced  by  gays  and  offering  personal  care.           articles  by  the  doctor.  Buhasz  exemplified  the 

by  his  assertion  that  people  with  AIDS  suffer  from  a  When  TBP  contacted  Walker,  he  stated  that  he      dangerous  naivity  of  many  people  when ,  after 

self-inflicted  disease  and  are  undeserving  of  socie-  did  not  wish  to  expand  on  his  writings  "because  I      admitting  he  took  Walker's  columns  at  face  val- 

ty's  sympathy  or  hospital  care.  The  column  ap-  got  into  trouble  enough  without  getting  into  more      ue,  explained,  "Well,  he  is  a  physician." 

pears  in  43  newspapers  across  Canada.  print.  It's  a  topic  that  shouldn't  have  been  talked         Phil  Shaw,  media  relations  officer  at  theAIDS 

"Gifford-Jones"  —  the  name  is  a  pseudonym  about  by  me  in  the  first  place."  He  was  firm.      Committee  of  Toronto  (ACT),  labelled  the  col- 

for  gynecologist  Kenneth  F  Walker  —  belabour-  though,  in  his  defence  of  what  he  wrote:  "I  think  a      umns  as  "astoundingly  misinformed"  and  ob- 

ed  the  moral  implications  of  AIDS  for  his  nation-  large  number  of  the  gay  community  are  irrespon-      served  that  the  doctor  based  his  arguments  on 

wide  audience  in  two  consecutive  columns  ("Can  sible;  otherwise  AIDS  wouldn't  be  spreading."         moral  rather  than  medical  bases.  Shaw  said  that 

we  protect  ourselves  from  the  horror  of  AIDS?"  When  asked  why  there  was  no  mention  of  safe      ACT  had  formally  complained  to  the  editors  of 

and  "Will  AIDS  be  too  much  for  our  health  care  sex  practices  in  his  column.  Walker  offered  only:      the  Globe  and  expressed  his  hope  that  we  won't 

system?' '  at  the  end  of  January  and  the  beginning  "  In  any  column,  there  are  only  so  many  words      see  much  more  of  this  "lack  of  (medical)  profes- 

of  February).  These  were  preceded  by  an  article  you  can  use."                                               sionalism."                         Andrew Lesk  • 

in  the  January  edition  of  Canadian  Doctor  ^^^^^m^h^^^^^^^^^^^^^^h^m^^^^^      i^^^^^^^^h 

Walker                                     (drug  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^iTi  aQ         ^^^^^^^^H 

addicts,  people  with  AIDS       women  seeking  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^\  CSXXi^'^                      ^^^^^^^^h 

abortions)  for  taking  up  hospital  beds.  The  ^^^^^^^^^^^  OTO^^                   kIO^'^            ^^^^^^^^H 

monthly  magazine,  ofwhich  Walker  is  the  senior  ^^^r^3^  ^N^  "^            rrtf  0»  t^'           *„<  aues«°">^^.  ^^^^^^^H 

consulting  editor,  goes  free  to  33,000  doctors  ■               _  VWft  V^Of »  O'^.— i  ^.-^IS-e^  "-S" '-'SS  ^^^^^1 

across  the  country.  ■     f  fOtn  ^"^^      r::;ir'''^A  ?-S^^'-';«  ^^^B 

''A  large  number  ■    OSertS^'^^S^^,,,  W\^^^ 

community  are  B  1^'  ^^^^5?^^^ 

Irresponsible;  H  %5;:  for  our  hl^uJ^^  ^Uch^^^ 

otherwise,  AIDS  ^B   ;^ri  L--^.--.    ^^^^-Caro «                    I 

wouldn't  be  ^^  ^S^ -p^^MS  i^r^^^^:^'r]0     M 

In  his  condemnations,  fraught  with  suggestion  ^^^^     iS:i",5°'X^?«V-5'  '^'£h^p°SS^°»TZ';  /        jlU  ~-J|/^B 

andpresumption,Walkertouchedononesubject  ^^^H   ^?'--Sr-"5?  '"B^^JitfS'^r^^          M^  "^^/^H 

after  another  in  his  efforts  to  ascribe  blame  to  the  ^^^^W  *^i;^«''-'^^l^''^'?^'i-  ^l^'^^-'^ir^'^''^^"'''^  /        j^^           /  ^^H 

gay  community  for  the  spread  of  AIDS.  The  ^^^V  £"-S?-'^''r^'^i?  fS^'^iJ^^"^^  /       /1^^^'~W^^B 

prose  bristled  with  prejudices;  for  example,  he  ^^^V  ^<''Stl^'^S?'^S  5S:i^£^5£«  /^Jlt+HC  / ^^B 

warned  that  the  "banker's  son  or  daughter  may  ^^^V   »-^.s'"t^'""'^«';;S'^'^'''<"'f  '^'•^^^'•'"!Z°"'^<^yTr^  "^^^^^^^^sJf^MiW  ^^^B 

be  as  infectious  as  the  casual  pick-up,"  apparent-  ^^H  S'^'^^'^Tj^'^'^fln'^^  '^•'"'t^^^''^^ir-^"^n   '-"If^Lr ''"-1"""'^      ^^H 

lyassumingthattheoffspringoffinancierscould  ^H  c'S"-sS^^  SSS^SC^Sl'  ^:?S"^S?^^H 

never  *e  that  casual  pick-up.  Having  ruled  out  ^^V  ;?-^ttr-£'.'^i?-™"'  S^-'^S'^^^  ^.S^F-t;,^-'..,^,     B^B 

casualsex,Walkerfailedtomakeanymentionof  ^V  '^S^^^f^^?  SB^S^^S^F  Sl^'^i^^^B''^ ^^M 

safe  sex  and  wound  up  his  first  AIDScolumn  by  ^H   -J'r  S'*^:<^r--  IT^i^"^'^^"^  --^"iiS-a^^S-i!^'  ^^H 

implying  that  readers  should  think  twice  before  ^  l^l^iS  ^S^MS  ^^^2§S5B  ^H 
drinking  from  a  communal  cup  in  San  Francisco, 

New         or  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Walker                          blow  for  peo-  HH^H^^^^^^^^^HJl^^^^^HHH^^^^HJII^^I^^H^^^H 

pie  hospitalized  with  AIDS.  In  the  second  column  You  can  get  more  information  and  advice  aiiout 

he  bleated:  "What  will  others  say  when  hospital  ^,05  j,   calling  the  following  Community  sources: 

beds  are  unavailable  for  loved  ones  suffenng 

from  cancer  or  serious  heart  attacks?  Or  when      St  John's:  AIDS  Information  Committee,  c/o  Wally  Upward (709) 579-6143 

surgical  procedures  are  delayed  for  months  be-      Halifax:  Metro  Area  Committee  on  AIDS,  c/o  Gayline (902)423-1389 

cause  AIDS  victims  are  occupying  scarce  hospital  Montreal:  AIDS  Resource  Committee/ Association  des  ressources  montrealaises  sur  le  SIDA 

beds?"  His  sentiments  here  echoed  his  Cflnfl^/zflfl      (514)933-2395 

Z)oc/o/-piece:  "Can  we  allow  thousandsof  AIDS     Ottawa:  AIDSCommitteeofOttawa,c/oGayline (613)238-1717 

victims  to  assume  the  major  portion  of  hospital     Toronto:  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto (416)926-1626 

beds  for  what  is  primarily  a  self-infficted         AIDS  Information  Line,  for  a  recorded  message (416)924-5200 

disease?"  Walker  is  only  concerned  about  hos-  Kitchener/Waterloo:  AIDS  Committee  of  Cambridge-Kitchener- Waterloo,  c/o  Bill  Allen 

pital  costs  and  to  that  end  assigns  more  value  to      (519)749-0977 

some  lives  than  to  others.  London:  AIDSCommitteeof  London,  c/o  Richard  Hudler (519)663-2069 

The  doctor  went  on  to  imply  that  homosexuals     Wind.sor:  AIDSCommitteeof  Windsor (519)256-4244 

don't  care  whether  they  get  AIDS  and  added  that      Regina:  AIDSRegina (306)522-4522 

"...they  expect  taxpayers  to  spend  millions  of     Fxlmonlon:I-dmontonAIDSNetwork (403)426-1516 

Calgary:  AIDS  Calgary (403)228-2437 

Vancouver:  AIDS  Vancouver (604)867-2437 

Victoria:  AIDS  Vancouver  Island (604)384-4554 


The  most  important 
way  gay  men  can  slow 

the  spread  of  AIDS  Is 

to  use  a  condom 

when  assf  ucking 


MEDIA 


Two  companion  articles  on  AIDS  in  the  March  is- 
sue of  Quebec  Science,  a  mass-market  science 
magazine  circulating  mostly  in  Quebec,  do  a  good 
job  of  discouraging  misinformation  and  panic. 
"SIDA:  La  panique  est-elle  justifiee?"  by  Louise 
Laplante  stresses  the  different  groups  the  disease 
strikes  in  different  countries,  points  up  the  ambigu- 
ities of  the  ELISA  tests  and  advises  education  and 
prevention  as  the  best  way  to  fight  AIDS.  "SIDA: 
un  virus  fragile"  by  Pierre  Sormany  looks  dispas- 
sionately at  the  nature  of  the  AIDS-linked  virus  and 
its  modes  of  transmission.  • 


DISCRIMINATION 


A  recent  change  in  New  Brunswick  nursing  home 
regulations  could  allow  authorities  to  refuse  em- 
ployment to  those  who  show  a  positive  reaction 
to  HTLV-3  antibody  tests. 

A  provincial  order-in-council  (85-967)  filed 
November  29  amends  the  Nursing  Homes  Act 
regulations  to  require  a  prospective  employee  to 
"submit  to  such  examinations  as  are  required  to 
ensure  that  he  is  free  from  a  notifiable  disease." 
The  old  regulation  specified  "communicable  dis- 
ease." In  some  provinces,  including  New  Bruns- 
wick, AIDS  is  notifiable.  The  amendment  further 
bars  from  employment  anyone  who  is  "a  carrier 
of  or  sick  from  a  notifiable  disease."  The 
previous  wording  was  "while  sick  or  a  carrier  of 
an  infectious  or  contagious  disease."  • 


NUMBERS 


As  of  March  10,  the  Laboratory  Centre  for  Dis- 
ease Control  (LCDQ  in  Ottawa  had  recorded  a 
total  of  492  adult  cases  of  Acquired  Immunodefi- 
ciency Syndrome  (AIDS)  in  Canada.  This  com- 
pares with  a  total  of  458  cases  this  past  February  3 
and  a  total  of  183  cases  a  year  ago. 

LCDC  figures  may  lag  behind  local  provincial 
statistics  because  of  delays  in  diagnosis  and 
reporting. 

The  current  Canadian  adult  total  of  492  cases 
breaks  down  as  follows: 


Total 

Gay  or  bisexual 

Cases 

Living 

Canada 

492 

399 

222 

ON 

208 

191 

106 

OC 

147 

81 

40 

BC 

99 

94 

57 

AB 

25 

23 

12 

NS 

6 

5 

3 

SK 

4 

4 

3 

MB 

1 

1 

1 

NB 

2 

0 

0 

No  cases  are  reported  in  Newfoundland,  Prince 
Edward  Island  or  the  Territories. 
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WinJ  CL 


I  me 3 


1  A  special 

-^uest  House 

[j         especially 

,j^  for  you. 

Near  San  Juan's 
Condado  Beach. 

Call  or  write  for  information 

53  TAFT  .  SAN  JUAN.  PR  0091 1 

809  —  727-4153,  727-2267 

Also  affiliated  with  a  women's  guest  tiouse 


the 

nnes 


521-P  United  St., 

Key  West,  FL  33040 

305-296-7467 


Tke  perfect  setting  for  poolside  fun  and 
making  new  friends.  A  tastefully  decorated 
guesthouse  in  a  great  Old  Town  location. 
CaH  or  write  for  color  brochure. 


For  a  Different  Kind  of  Cruising... 
Sail  the  blue  waters  of  the  Florida 
Keys  to  Key  West  or  the  Bahamas. 
Full-service  charter  with  Captain 
and  Mate.  Coast  Guard  licensed. 


,    CHflRnRS 

J  J    P.O.  Box  331244 
"  "  Coconut  Grove,  FL  33133 

I^-  (305)634-2113 


+  LJ+  A + o  +1  +  ^  + 


823  FLEMING/305-296-2131 


WEST 


"A  complete  resort.  Enclosed 

compound  includes  34  AC 

guestrooms  &  efficiencies,  most  with 

TV,  all  with  radios." 

Tropical  Jacuzzi  setting  •  Giant 

swimming  pool  •  Cafe  •  Sauna  • 

Exercise  room  •  TV  lounge  with 

45"  screen  •  Bike  fleet  • 

Prices  to  fit  your  budget 

Weekly  rates 

Our  9th  year  catering  to  your  lifestyle 


House 


1129 h.i:mi\(.  siKivin  key  west 

FLORIDA  3.'i()40  •  (306)  294-6284 


Cypress  House 


a  great  guest  house" 
■  The  Advocate 


Come  celebrate  our  7th  season  with 
us!  Celebrate  your  lifestyle,  anniver- 
sary, or  just  get  away  from  it  all  at 
carefree,  romantic  Cypress  Mouse. 

•  Spotless  housekeeping  •  Tropical 
pool  fif  gardens  •  Large  A/C  rooms 

•  Daily  breakfast  fir  social  hours  • 
Ideally  located  a  block  from  busy 
Duval  Street  •  Ask  anyone  who's 
been  to  Key  West  about  us,  then  call 
or  write  for  our  brochure  or  reser- 
vations: (305)  294-6969 
601  C    Caroline SL,  t^ey West,  rL33040 


COCONUT  GROVE 


GUESTHOUSE 


Panoramic  Rooftop  Sundecks 

Secluded  Wood  Decked  Pool 

Relaxed  H(.>spitality 

Tropical  Elegance 

817  Fleming*  Key  West,  Florida  }K)40 

(305)  296-S107 


An  Inn  for  the 
Auant  Garde  in 
Old  Towne 


KEY  WEST 

Celebrate  your  lifestyle  in  our  Victorian 
mansion.  Varied  rooms  feature  private 
batfis,  balconies,  A/C  and  kitcfienettes 
Enjoy  our  tropical  decl(,  healed  pool  and 
entertainment  lounge.  Rales  include 
airport  pickup,  daily  breakfast,  sunset 
cocktails  and  very  personal  attention 

,        410  F  Fleming  St. 

J\,  Key  West 

FL  33040 

305/294-6977 


ALEXANDER'S 


A  SMALL,  TROPICAL 

STYLISH  GUESTHOUSE 

1118  FLEMING,  KEY  WEST,  FL  33040 

305-294-9919 


hbuse 

KEY        WEST 


.YOUR   HOSTS   PAT  &   RON 


convenient  old  town  location  —air  conditioned  rooms   -  tropical  pool  ,indgarden  —  large  sundeck  — 
breakfast  included— personal  attention    for  brochure  please  call  or  write 

329  elizabeth  st.    key  west,  florida  33040    305  296-536S 

Hill 
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Out  of  sight,  out  of  mind 


Until  recently,  Poland 

preferred  to  ignore  or 

avoid  homosexuality. 

Now,  fear  of  an  AIDS 

epidemic  may  lead  to 

calls  for  gay  Poles  to  take 

the  antibody  test. 


The  following  is  a  translation  of  an  article  by 
Krzysztof  T  Darski  that  appeared  in  Polityka 
magazine  in  November  1985.  It  was  sent  to  The 
Body  Politic  by  a  reader  in  Warsaw  who  wishes 
to  remain  anonymous. 

The  letters  to  the  Editor  which  follow  appeared 
in  a  subsequent  issue  oi  Polityka. 

• 
"We  are  Different  —  Do  homosexuals  have 
rights?" 

AIDS  has  reached  Poland.  It's  well  known  that 
the  most  threatened  by  the  disease  is  the  homo- 
sexual community. 

For  reasons  of  intolerance,  Polish  society  per- 
mits only  a  few  homosexuals  to  be  open  and  ex- 
clusively homosexual.  In  Poland  there  are  many 
homosexuals  who,  under  social  or  family  pres- 
sures, maintain  sexual  relations  with  women. 
The  majority  of  homosexuals  in  Poland  are  mar- 
ried people.  They  sporadically  have  homosexual 
relations  and  one  can  imagine  what  happens  if,  in 
the  course  of  one  such  relation,  the  AIDS  virus  is 
contracted.  If  afterwards,  one  of  the  partners  of 
such  "bisexuals  by  circumstance"  transfers  the 
virus  to  a  heterosexual  partner,  the  virus  will  be- 
gin its  course  in  a  heterosexual  environment.  (...) 

The  disease  is  spreading  above  all  among  ho- 
mosexuals. Control  of  this  type  of  disease  in  this 
group  would  distinctly  lessen  the  number  of  those 
contracting  the  disease.  Unfortunately  one  can- 
not count  on  much  cooperation  from  the  homo- 
sexuals. Why?  For  many  years  all  discussion 
about  homosexuals  has  been  avoided  in  Poland. 
And  suddenly,  people  who  already  hide  their  pri- 
vate life  will  be  required  to  agree  to  enter  into  con- 
tact with  various  social  organizations  and  institu- 
tions and  be  "discovered,"  "uncovered."  Even 
the  warmest  and  widest  assurances  and  declara- 
tions could  not  secure  homosexuals'  coopera- 
tion if  one  takes  into  account  the  public's  atti- 
tude to  them.  Who  and  what  could  give  a  guaran- 
tee that  confidentiality  will  be  respected,  that  no 
one  of  those  closest  —  family,  children,  ac- 
quaintances —  will  not  learn  of  it,  that  the  place 
of  work,  or  school  will  not  find  out?  And  is  there 
any  kind  of  institution  in  Poland  which  would  be 
interested  in  homosexuals,  their  problems  and 
troubles?  There  is  no  such  institution. 

For  many  years  homosexuals  lived  peacefully 
among  themselves  and,  in  general,  spciety  was 
not  interested  in  tho,se  on  its  periphery.  Now 
there  is  AIDS.  One  can  no  longer  avoid  speaking 
about  homosexuals.  And  there  are  many  in  Pol- 
and. They  form  a  small  society,  governed  by  their 
own  rules,  their  own  morality  which  is  somewhat 
different  from  that  universally  observed.  There 


Don't  take  the  test:  Appeals  to  patriotism  will  fall  on  deaf  ears 


are  no  ties  between  homosexuals  and  the  rest  of 
society.  Of  course,  homosexuals  live  among  us 
but  they  can  be  themselves  only  among 
themselves  and  I  don't  know  any  institution  in 
Poland  today  which  would  have  entry  into  this 
community.  Every  thinking  man  of  sound  mind 
would  maintain  that  it  would  be  of  social  benefit 
if  society  were  able  to  control  this  environment 
and  the  homosexual  community,  for  its  part, 
would  not  be  shoved  off  to  the  margins.  It  would 
have  been  better  to  think  of  this  previously  but 
now,  with  the  appearance  of  AIDS,  it  is  already  a 
little  too  late. 

One  could  magnify  the  threat  with  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  manner,  and  it  is  a  manner  unaesthetic 
and  unpleasant,  in  which  people  slowly  die  from 
AIDS.  Why?;  better  to  decide  what  to  do,  so  that 
AIDS  will  not  reap  the  harvest  it  has  in  other 
countries.  Because  after  a  certain  period,  the 
numbers  of  the  ill  grow  to  such  a  level  that  control 
of  the  disease  is  not  possible.  Only  decisive  action 
could  avert  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

It  is  a  fact  that  homosexuals  were  and  are  the 
group  most  threatened  by  an  attack  of  the  AIDS 
virus.  AIDS  gives  some  people  one  more  reason 
to  believe  that  Ood  or  some  higher  force  does  not 
like  homosexuals  very  much.... 

Already  now  in  the  West  a  campaign  is  under 
way  informing  homosexuals  that  they  can  threat- 
en others  with  the  disease  if  they  give  blood.  In  all 
probability  such  a  campaign  will  occur  in  Poland 
soon.  I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  sense  of  such  a 


campaign.  But  it  is  necessary  to  establish  if  it  will 
achieve  any  result.  I  am  afraid  not.  Why?  Ap- 
pealing to  homosexuals  to  fulfill  their  "civic"  du- 
ty of  solidarity  or  to  other  lofty  feeling  will  cause 
the  target  of  such  appeals  to  smile.  Now  it  sud- 
denly appears  that  homosexuals  are  citizens  of 
this  country!  My  God!  Ridiculed  and  pushed  to 
the  margins  of  society,  discriminated  against  by 
all  institutions  and  social  organizations,  persecu- 
ted by  homophobes,  beaten  and  slandered  by 
boors  with  the  silent  assent  of  authorities  of  this 
world,  isolated  and  abandoned  by  the  state, 
Church,  science.  And  suddenly  it  appears  that 
they  are  citizens  of  the  Polish  People's  Republic! 
Please  believe  me  that  a  decisive  majority  of  homo- 
sexuals will  be  more  than  astonished  by  this  fact. 
And  will  show  only  one  attitude  towards  this 
lofty  patriotism,  the  attitude  of  "Kiss  My  Ass!" 
Please  don't  be  amazed.  Do  homosexuals  have 
any  rights  in  our  country?  Is  anyone  interested  in 
helping  them  in  their  very  real  personal  prob- 
lems? Does  anyone  care  about  maintaining  the 
union  of  two  men?  Is  anyone  trying  to  remove 
young  homosexuals  from  the  environment  of 
criminals  and  drug  addicts,  from  the  grasp  of 
pimps  or  simple  bandit.s?  No  one.  And  suddenly 
everyone  reminds  themselves  about  homosexu- 
als. Cooperation  will  be  required  from  them,  to 
understand  the  threat,  which  they  carry  spread- 
ing AIDS.  And  because  the  above  appeal  will 
meet  with  less  than  faint  response  from  homosex- 
uals, there  will  be  one  more  reason  for  some  to 


believe  that  homosexuals  are  socially  unsuitable. 

For  the  average  homosexual,  who  is  society? 
It's  the  stupid  neighbour  woman,  suspiciously 
observing  the  visits  of  young  men  to  her  neigh- 
bour's, it's  the  journalist  writing  absurd  anicles 
about  the  threat  which  the  homosexual  commun- 
ity carries  and  supporting  this  position  with  stor- 
ies of  murders  and  robberies  among  homosexu- 
als. It's  the  school  sexologist  cautioning  against 
older  gentlemen  who  circulate  among  young 
boys.  It's  most  often  the  case  that  young 
homosexuals  who  can  no  longer  stand  their  isola- 
tion go  to  bed  with  the  first  and  best  available,  but 
it's  enough  for  the  situation  to  be  reversed  and 
immediately  it  will  be  more  salacious.  It's  the 
bands  of  teenagers  huriing  epithets  such  as  "fag- 
got" at  their  delicate  and  innocent  colleagues.  It's 
the  vacuous  specialist  psychologist  who  lectures  on 
the  theme  of  what  young  men  should  and 
sliouldn't  do.  (Of  course,  they  should  huri  names 
at  each  other,  bash  one  another's  face  and  count 
up  their  conquests  —  which  is  all  manly!) 

For  the  average  homosexual,  society  is  a  col- 
lection of  cretins,  not  understanding  his  loves  and 
feelings,  who  themselves  do  not  gain  satisfaction 
from  their  erotic  life,  who  take  pleasure  in  forbid- 
ding everything  to  those  weaker  than  themselves. 
And  this  society,  this  collection  of  hypocritical 
prigs,  is  going  to  have  some  influence  on  the  atti- 
tude of  homosexuals?  Do  such  people  have  any 
right  to  appeal  to  homosexuals  to  help  in  fighting 
AIDS? 

Homosexuals  are  not  responsible  for  their  total 
emotional  isolation  from  the  rest  of  society.  Until 
now  no  one  has  raised  a  finger,  let  alone  promised 
this  community  that  they  will  try  to  understand  the 
problems  with  which  homosexuals  live.  Therefore, 
please  do  no  expect  homosexuals  to  respond  with 
anything  other  than  indifference  to  even  the  most 
fervent  and  heart-breaking  appeals. 

Anyone  who  impartially  examines  this  matter 
should  have  no  complaints  to  homosexuals. 
They  did  not  throw  themselves  outside  the  bonds 
of  society.  Thus  they  should  not  worry  about  the 
return  of  the  two  to  10  percent  to  social  circula- 
tion. Perhaps  it  will  not  be  well  taken  but  I  feel  a 
certain  satisfaction  when  I  think  of  how  many 
problems  AIDS  brings.  It  will  be  a  good  lesson  if 
we  learn  that  we  are  not  free  to  be  silent  about  im- 
portant problems.  Problems  appear  —  the  nor- 
mal troubles  which  contagious  diseases  carry, 
spreading  at  a  quick  pace  —  but  to  all  these  prob- 
lems should  also  be  added  those  connected  with 
the  homosexual  environment  itself  What  to 
do  with  it?  How  to  treat  this  most  threatened 
group?  How  to  protect  homosexuals  themselves 
from  the  spread  of  AIDS  in  their  own  environ- 
ment, how  to  prevent  passing  the  disease  to  other 
social  groups? 

There  are  two  possibilities.  The  first  is  ra- 
tional. It  would  depend  on  an  appeal  not  to  give 
blood  at  blood  clinics  and  voluntarily  submitting 
to  blood  tests,  accompanied  by  the  actions  of 
state  organizations  and  institutions  who  finally 
would  have  to  take  notice  of  the  fact  that  some- 
thing like  homosexuality  exists.  I  have  in  mind 
the  creation  of  some  kind  of  body  having  legal  ex- 
istence and  responsibility  for  all  matters  linked 
coniimwd  on  page  22 
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continued  from  page  21 
with  homosexuals,  the  creation  of  alternatives  to 
parks,  train  stations  and  washrooms  to  make 
contacts,  organizing  appropriate  meeting  places 
in  order  to  assure  the  homosexual  the  comfort 
and  safety  which  would  permit  an  open  environ- 
ment. It  would  also  permit  the  introduction  of 
consciousness-raising. 

Homosexuals  are  accused  of  only  being  inter- 
ested in  one  thing,  finding  new  sex  partners.  My 
God!  What  else  can  they  do?  In  the  condition 
which  exists  in  Poland,  it  is  very  difficult  to 
create  a  stable  emotional  union  with  another 
man.  With  the  total  "heterosexualization"  of  all 
areas  of  social  life,  there  is  no  place  for  homosex- 
uals. The  only  thing  which  they  can  do  relatively 
freely  is  to  go  to  bed  with  another  guy.  Promiscu- 
ity and  the  negative  side-effects  which  accom- 
pany it  are  the  results  of  intolerance  of,  and  dis- 
crimination against,  homosexuals.  Indirectly, 
heterosexual  society  is  responsible  for  the  homo- 
sexual life-style  which  results  in  the  spread  of 
AIDS.  In  the  alternative  discussed  above,  AIDS 
would  appear  as  the  direct  reason  for  the  interest 
of  the  educated  elements  of  society  and  govern- 
ment in  the  problem  of  homosexuality .  The  regu- 
lation in  some  way  of  the  places  where  homosex- 
uals are  to  occupy  in  social  life  would  result  in 
benefits  to  everyone,  not  even  to  speak  of  homo- 
sexuals themselves. 

The  second  possibility  results  from  the  adop- 
tion of  a  hostile  and  decidedly  disapproving  atti- 
tude toward  the  homosexual  community.  This 
would  be  the  policy  most  favoured  by  society  at 
large.  The  homosexual  community  would  be- 
come the  object  of  even  more  intensive  surveil- 
lance and  control,  which  would  see  the  introduc- 
tion of  certain  means  to  force  people  to  give  up 
"homosexual  practices."  I'm  afraid  that  is  what 
is  happening. 

AIDS  gives  some 

people  one  more  reason 

to  believe  that  G€>d  or 

some  higher  force  d€>es 

not  like  homosexuals 

very  much.,.. 


It's  enough  to  look  a  little  around  Europe  in 
order  to  notice  that  long  ago  others  took  open  no- 
tice that  homosexuality  exists  and  it's  necessary 
to  do  something  about  it.  In  The  Netherlands, 
the  government  discusses  equality  before  the  law 
with  homosexual  organizations.  In  Norway,  the 
government  co-operates  in  the  publication  of 
materials  explaining  what  homosexuality  really 
is.  In  Spain  the  socialist  government  has  entered 
into  a  national  discussion  in  the  mass  media  and 
has  itself  taken  a  position  favourable  to  homo- 
sexuals. Nor  are  the  ■Communists  being  left  be- 
hind. In  Bologna,  Italy's  "red  capital,"  the 
Communist  mayor  and  civil  authorities  offered 
to  the  homosexual  organization  ARCl-GAY,  a 
small,  very  pretty,  medieval  castle  in  the  middle 
of  the  town  and  the  organ  of  the  Italian  Com- 
munist Party,  Unita,  offered  its  columns  for  ar- 
ticles which  were  more  than  favourable  in  their 
representation  of  homosexuals. 

The  majority  of  West  European  governments 
and  other  state  organizations  and  institutions 
have  launched  a  war  with  the  social  reality  of 
AIDS  and  with  the  disease,  itself.  And  —  outside 
of  a  few  exceptions — no  one  blames  homosexual 
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society  for  the  rise  of  AIDS.  For  its  part,  the  ho- 
mosexual community  cooperates  with  govern- 
ments in  order  to  contain  the  spread  of  AIDS, 
among  other  things,  through  blood  transfusions. 
If  the  disease  were  to  attack  only  homosexuals 
certainly  no  one  among  us  would  raise  a  finger  to 
help  the  "deviants."  But  unfortunately,  the  dis- 
ease has  a  tendency  to  spread  to  all  social  groups 
and  in  all  age  categories.  Every  irrational  ap- 
proach to  AIDS  and,  indirectly  to  homosexuals, 
will  have  evil  consequences,  not  only  for  homo- 
sexuals but  for  us  all!  • 


Mr  K  T  Darski  plays  with  homosexuality  like  a 
lyrical  lover  running  his  fingers  through  the  gold- 
en hair  of  his  beloved.  Unfortunately,  pederasty 
and  lesbianism  do  not  awaken  in  me  any  sympa- 
thy. We  know  that  in  some  countries,  pederasts 
have  gained  all  rights  for  themselves.  Why  should 
they  have  these  rights?  What  is  the  future  of  socie- 
ty in  the  face  of  growing  homosexuality?  Wasn't 
it  some  blase,  rich  faggot  in  the  USA  who  fancied 
the  pleasure  of  an  African  Green  Monkey  who 
carried  AIDS  to  other  faggots?  It  would  be  inter- 
esting to  know  if  homosexuals  have  any  kind  of 
faith.  Do  they  regard  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  on- 
ly as  imaginary?  The  entire  Old  Testament 
swarms  with  the  perversions  and  immorality  of 
the  Jewish  nomads.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
know  if  in  the  countryside  homosexuality  is  also 
blossoming.  I  would  think  that  it  does  not  exist. 
Nor  for  the  lack  of  occasion  or  out  of  shame,  but 
from  hard,  honest  work,  after  which  they  are  on- 
ly normally  interested  in  the  opposite  sex. 
I  Kowalska,  Lodz 

• 

I  was  disturbed  by  the  notion  presented  in  K  T 
Darski's  article  of  a  boycott  by  our  homosexuals 
of  the  appeal  of  the  medical  authorities  for 
research  and  cooperation  in  isolating  the  AIDS 
virus.  In  my  class,  there  are  17  boys. 

Before  writing  this  letter  I  asked  each  what  he 
thought  about  homosexuals.  These  are  the  re- 
sults: 10  of  us  (including  myself)  indicated  disgust 
at  their  practices  (at  their  practices,  I  repeat,  not 
to  them  as  people),  six  simply  pitied  them  be- 
cause they  are  deprived  of  the  possibility  of  ex- 
periencing something  as  beautiful  as  love  for  a 
giri.  Definite  enmity  was  shown  by  only  one  col- 
league, but  we  know  that  in  the  past  he  had  an  un- 
pleasant experience  with  such  people.  In  the 
USA,  homosexuals  have  everything  which  the 
author  demanded  and  still  more;  at  the  same  time 
the  number  of  AIDS  victims  reaches  the  thou- 
sands there.  Between  the  "golden  freedom"  for 
homosexuals  and  the  spreading  of  illness  is  there 
not,  by  chance,  a  simple  connection? 
Janek,  Warsaw 

• 
Commenting  in  Kawe  na  lawe  on  K  T  Darski's 
article,  Dr  Jaczewski  said  that  some  people  do 
not  even  know  who  is  a  homosexual .  Perhaps  not 
everyone  knows  but  somehow  they  learn  to  rec- 
ognize a  faggot,  the  same  as  they  do  a  "Kike,"  a 
"Gypsy,"  an  Arab  or  a  "Hun."  Darski  writes 
about  people  who  use  this  vocabulary  and  base 
their  attitudes  on  it.  This  does  not  support  Dr 
Jaczewski's  arguments  that  we  have  one  of  the 
most  liberal  criminal  codes,  many  favourable, 
tolerant  publications  etc.  Homosexuals  are  sig- 
nificantly isloated  by  the  "gossip,  stupid  curios- 
ity and  even  minor  irritations"  which  in  reality 
mean  the  civil  death  of  these  people.  Soon  I  ex- 
pect actions  to  search  out  homosexuals  through 
police  interviews  among  citizens,  by  denuncia- 
tions, condemnations  in  sermons,  in  planted  ar- 
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continued  from  page  22 
tides  in  the  press,  etc.  The  excuse  for  these  mea- 
sures will  be  to  stop  the  spread  of  AIDS.  It  has 
nothing  in  common  with  "freezing  one's  ears  to 
spite  Mother,' '  as  Dr  Jaczewski  maintains.  This  is 
a  norma!  reaction  out  of  intolerance.  I  too  am  in 
fear  of  "minor  irritations"  so  permit  me  to  omit 
my  name. 
ZZ 

• 
Mr  K  T  Darski  probably  represents  those  homo- 
sexuals who,  as  a  result  of  the  irritations  met  with 
from  society  against  homosexuality,  have  be- 
come frustrated,  which  makes  it  all  the  more  dif- 
ficuh  to  find  a  place  for  them  in  society.  Or  else 
emotion  has  overcome  him  and  he  has  gone  too 
far,  carried  along  by  the  injuries  of  homosexual 
society.  The  statement  that  homosexuals  will  no* 
join  the  battle  against  AIDS  but  will  say ' ' Kiss  My 
Ass"  is  illogical.  I  personally  see  much  conster- 
nation in  this  community.  The  meeting  places  are 
deserted.  Homosexuals  in  Poland  do  not  require 
such  gestures  as  those  made  by  the  Communist 
government  of  Bologna,  giving  them  a  castle  in 
the  centre  of  town.  They  do  not  expect  the  trans- 
fer of  the  Palace  of  Culture  in  Warsaw  or  the 
Wawel  in  Cracow.  That  would  only  result  in  even 
greater  hatred  towards  them.  They  do  expect  a 
change  in  atmosphere,  however,  and  the  possi- 
bility of  resolving  their  problems  by  themselves. 
Adam  Wierny,  Warsaw 
• 
The  reaction  of  the  readers  oiPolityka  and  part 
of  the  press  to  my  article  does  not  shock  me.  J 
Rem  {Polity ka,  No.  49,  I98S)  accused  me  of  fal- 
sifying the  picture  of  the  homosexual  commun- 
ity, attributing  to  it  a  simple  "criminality"  as  a 
result  of  its  indifference  to  the  threat  to  the  lives  of 
their  brothers  and  the  rest  of  society  from  AIDS. 
The  decided  majority  of  homosexuals  with  whom 
I  was  in  contact  after  the  appearance  of  my  article 
agree  with  my  position  and  not  that  of  J  Rem .  The 
threat  of  an  AIDS  epidemic  is  so  serious  that  it's 
necessary  to  write  the  truth,  although  it  might  be 
very  cruel.  Homosexuals  are  ready  to  cooperate 
in  the  effort  to  combat  AIDS  and  its  effects  but 
they  refuse  to  cooperate  when  society  and  its  rep- 
resentatives continue  to  approach  them  with  con- 
tempt, with  a  feeling  of  unjustified  superiority 
and  with  lack  of  understanding. 

And  that  is  not  because  they  wish  anyone  ill. 
There  is  no  guarantee  of  safety  and  discretion  for 
homosexuals  who  submit  to  testing.  What  hap- 
pens to  the  names  of  those  who  officially  declare 
their  homosexuality?  What  are  the  guarantees 
that  this  information  will  not  be  used  against  ho- 
mosexuals themselves? 

No  one  has  yet  put  together  a  plan  of  action 
against  the  spread  of  AIDS.  Does  this  "quiet" 
not  arouse  suspicion?  Is  everything  to  happen 
spontaneously,  in  a  panic,  on  the  part  of  the  gov- 
ernment as  well  as  society?  Degeneracy  will  not 
be  difficult  to  observe  then.  Lynching  of  homo- 
sexuals, hysteria  and  barbarous  actions  are  en- 
tirely possible.  There  is  no  sense  in  ridiculing  or 
slighting  such  apprehensions;  it's  necessary  to  re- 
verse them  as  quickly  as  possible.  Otherwise,  one 
will  not  be  able  to  count  on  the  cooperation  of  the 
homosexual  community. 

The  need  exists  to  create  an  organized  struc- 
ture not  to  "protect"  as  J  Rem  maliciously  infer- 
red, but  to  prevent  anyone  from  interfering  with 
the  self-defence  of  the  homosexual  community  it- 
self against  AIDS. 

Is  there  something  to  the  idea  that  the  state  au- 
thorities and  "the  political  climate"  could  be 


conducive  to  such  activism  when  numerous  min- 
or irritations  and  the  whims  of  bureaucrats  at  the 
lowest  levels  of  administration  could  effectively 
suspend  it?  With  whom  could  homosexuals  dis- 
cuss this  idea?  With  the  government?  There  is  no 
organization  at  that  level.  With  society?  With 
everyone;  that  means  with  no  one.  So  with 
whom?  I  hope  that  homosexuals  in  Poland  will 
shortly  have  their  own  representatives.  From  the 
letters  which  were  sent  to  me  care  of  the  Editors, 
the  majority  of  my  opponents  do  not  understand 
what  makes  homosexuality  different  from  a  dis- 
ease. They  throw  homosexualtiy  into  the  same 
bag  as  alcoholism,  drug  addiction,  sexual  crimes 
and  perversion.  This  is  a  miscomprehension. 
Homosexuals  do  not  differ  from  the  average  he- 
terosexual Pole  —  they  work,  eat,  sleep,  go  to 


Church  or  Party  meetings,  speak  the  same  lan- 
guage as  everyone  else.  Only  in  their  erotic  life  is 
their  conscious  choice  different.  No  one  is  harm- 
ed by  this  choice  nor  do  they  incur  any  harm 
themselves.  However,  they  come  into  conflict 
with  cultural  norms,  a  conflict  so  sharp  that  it 
separates  them  from  the  rest  of  society .  is  anyone 
who  differs  from  our  views  and  values  automati- 
cally to  be  considered  a  "pervert"? 

...  Only  one  thing  is  certain  —  one  cannot 
slight  the  problem  of  homosexuality  now  that 
AIDS  has  appeared.  Because  AIDS  is  a  threaten- 
ing brute.  If  we  admit  it  into  our  Polish  home 
even  a  little  bit,  we  will  soon  all  have  it.  Will  we 
then  find  an  omnipotent  St  George  to  kill  the 
dragon? 
KrzysztofT  Darski 


Cases  up,  funding  down 

Reagan  cuts  dollars  from  AIDS  budget,  dirty  words  from  safe  sex  lit 


us  President  Reagan  has  announced  plans  to  se- 
verely decrease  funds  already  allocated  for  AIDS- 
related  projects  for  this  year  and  to  limit  appro- 
priations for  the  1987  fiscal  year. 

The  Reagan  budget  calls  for  a  22  percent  reduc- 
tion, equalling  $51  million  of  the  AIDS  funds  ap- 
proved for  1986.  Of  that,  $14  million  will  be  cut 
from  research,  $15  million  from  treatment  pro- 
granunes  and  $10  million  from  antibody  testing 
sites.  In  1987  Reagan  plans  to  spend  $31  million 
less  than  was  originally  budgeted  for  1986. 

'  'This  is  obscene  disregard  for  human  hfe  and/ 
or  incomprehensible  stupidity  in  the  face  of  the 
implications  of  the  disease's  potential  impact  on 
US  health  (and  other)  costs,"  said  Ann  Giudici 
Fettner,  AIDS  columnist  for  the  New  York  Na- 
tive. The  budget  notes  that  "The  rate  of  increase 
of  the  disease  has  begun  to  decline  slightly." 
"There  were  more  AIDS  cases  reported  in  1985 
than  in  all  previous  years  combined,"  replied 
California  Democratic  Congressman  Henry 
Waxman.  "How  anybody  can  take  consolation 
in  doubling  16,000  cases  more  slowly  than  doub- 
ling 6,000  cases  1  don't  know." 

As  the  president  was  cutting  back  on  AIDS 
funding,  the  Centres  for  Disease  Control  (CDC) 
was  formulating  new  guidelines  to  restrict  AIDS- 
prevention  education.  More  than  20  proposals 
for  safe  sex  education  have  been  delayed  until 
materials  can  be  checked  by  local  and  state  bod- 
ies for  "sexual  explicitness."  In  order  to  be  ap- 
proved, materials  must  be  judged  "inoffensive  to 
most  educated  adults  beyond  the  target  group." 
"Audio-visuals  and  pictorials  used  in  projects 
must  communicate  risk  reduction  methods  by  in- 
ference rather  than  through  any  display  of  the 
anogenital  area  or  overt  depiction  of  the  perfor- 
mance of  safe  sex  or  unsafe  sex,"  says  the  CDC. 

"This  was  not  a  decision  made  at  the  CDC 
level,"  said  Larry  Kessler,  director  of  Boston's 
AIDS  Action  Committee.  "It  was  decided  by  the 
White  House  and  Health  and  Human  Services." 

• 
Secretary  of  Health  and  Human  Services  Otis  R 
Bowen  has  proposed  that  people  with  AIDS  wish- 
ing to  immigrate  to  the  United  States  be  denied 
permanent  residence  status.  Bowen  went  on  to 
suggest  that  tests  for  HTLV-3  antibodies  and  virus 
be  used  to  screen  applicants. 

The  proposed  use  of  the  tests  to  screen  indivi- 
duals contravenes  Federal  Health  guidelines  for 
use  of  the  test,  yet  the  screening  has  already  be- 
gun with  US  military  personnel.  "The  HTLV-3 


antibody  and  virus  tests  are  tests  for  blood,  not 
tests  for  AIDS,"  said  Dr  Tom  Peterman  of  the 
Centres  for  Disease  Control.  Peterman,  who 
would  not  comment  on  whether  the  CDC  sup- 
ports Bowen 's  proposal,  went  on  to  say  that  only 
five  to  1 5  percent  of  those  who  test  positive  on  the 
more  rigorous  Western  Blot  (virus)  test  go  on  to 
develop  AIDS  within  five  years  of  testing. 

''How  anybody  €:an 
take  consolation  in 
doubling  16,000 
€^ses  more  slowly 
than  doubling  6,000 
cases  I  don't  know.'' 


It  will  take  several  months  before  the  proposal 
is  published,  and  the  public  will  have  60  days  to 
comment  before  it  receives  final  approval.  Jeff 
Levi  of  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  said  his  or- 
ganization will  begin  a  formal  lobbying  cam- 
paign to  defeat  the  move  as  soon  as  the  proposal 
is  officially  released. 

• 
Perhaps  the  best  news  on  the  AIDS  front  in 
months  was  a  report  by  Dr  Hiroyuki  Mitsuya  of 
the  US  National  Cancer  Institutes  of  Health  in 
Washington  DC.  Speaking  to  an  international 
AIDS  conference  in  Nagasaki,  Japan,  Mitsuya  re- 
ported the  results  of  tests  on  15  AIDS  patients 
with  the  drug  Azidothymidine  (AZT).  While  AZT 
does  not  restore  the  damaged  immune  system  of 
AIDS  patients,  it  does  seem  to  slow  or  stop  the  vi- 
rus's replication. 

The  drug  has  completed  phase  one  testing  on 
humans  to  determine  the  drug's  safety  and  how 
dosages  work.  Phase  two  testing,  which  begins 
this  month,  will  involve  200  AIDS  patients  across 
the  US.  It  is  designed  to  actually  determine  if  the 
drug  is  of  therapeutic  value. 

The  results  of  phase  one  testing  have  shown  that 
AZT  continues  to  inhibit  virus  replication  when 
used  in  the  human  body.  Most  importantly  it  was 
also  found  that  it  can  enter  the  brain.  Many  drugs 
are  blocked  by  the  blocxi-brain  barrier  and  would 
therefore  not  be  useful  against  the  AIDS  virus 
which  can  lodge  in  the  brain  and  spinal  fluid.  It  is 
likely  to  be  at  least  six  months  before  results  of  the 
second  phase  of  tests  are  released.  • 


Gay  Games  denies 
inviting  S.  Africans 
in  face  of  boycott 

SAN  FRANCISCO  -  In  response  to  a  threatened 
boycott  by  the  Scottish  Homosexual  Rights 
Group  (SHRG)  and  the  International  Gay  Asso- 
ciation (IGA),  Organizers  of  this  summer's  Gay 
Games  have  denied  that  a  South  African  team 
will  be  participating  in  the  event. 

The  SHRG  called  on  the  IGA  to  organize  a  boy- 
cott of  the  Games  last  month  after  it  received  in- 
formation that  the  Gay  Association  of  South 
Africa  (GASA)  had  been  invited  to  send  a  contin- 
gent to  the  international  competition.  The  IGA 
supports  the  1977  United  Nations  resolutions 
calling  for  the  isolation  of  South  Africa  and  cal- 
ling for  a  boycott  of  sporting  events  admitting 
South  African  teams.  GASA  was  admitted  as  a 
member  of  IGA  in  1984,  after  it  agreed  to  a  for- 
mal statement  opposing  Apartheid. 

The  SHRG,  along  with  many  other  lesbian  and 
gay  organizations  around  the  world,  is  angered 
by  GASA's  failure  to  speak  out  in  support  of 
Simon  Nkodi,  a  black  gay  activist  arrested  by  the 
South  African  government  for  anti-apartheid 
activities.  Nkodi  is  presently  on  trial  along  with 
21  other  activists  from  the  Transvaal.  The  22  are 
charged  with  a  variety  of  crimes,  among  them 
treason,  subversion  and  murder,  and  face  the 
death  penalty  if  convicted. 

Shawn  Kelly,  executive  director  of  San  Fran- 
cisco Arts  and  Athletics  (SFA&A)  which  sponsors 
and  organizes  the  Games  said  the  "whole  contro- 
versy is  based  on  misinformation.' '  Kelly  claimed 
no  invitation  has  been  sent  to  any  South  African 
group  or  individual  and  the  Games  have  received 
no  entries  from  anyone  in  that  country. 

Kelly  said  that  the  SFA&A  Board  issued  a  pol- 
icy opposing  sexism,  racism  and  Apartheid  in 
1985.  "The  South  African  government  uses  or- 
ganized athletics  to  keep  integrated  in  the  inter- 
national community,"  he  said,  and  added  that 
there  was  no  possibility  that  SFA&A  would  let  it- 
self be  used  in  that  way. 

Kelly  told  Boston's  Gay  Community  News 
that  because  the  Games  oppose  "rampant 
nationalism"  athletes  participate  as  individuals 
and  not  as  members  of  national  teams.  There 
could  participate.  He  said  that  if  a  South  African 
individual  applies  the  organization  will  "cross 
that  bridge  when  we  come  to  it.  If  it  were  a  black 
South  African,  it  would  be  a  different  issue  than  a 
white.  We're  not  ready  to  make  a  blanket  exclu- 
sion." 

Ian  Christie  of  the  SHRG  says  his  organization 
feels  compelled  to  continue  the  call  for  a  boycott 
until  it  receives  an  official  response  from  the 
SFA&A.  Letters  from  the  SHRG  to  the  SFA&A 
have  so  far  gone  unanswered.  GASA  has  also  re- 
mained silent  on  the  issue. 

The  first  Gay  Games  were  held  in  1982  and 
drew  1,300  participants  from  12  different  coun- 
tries. Before  the  boycott  issue  emerged  the  Sec- 
ond Gay  Games  hoped  to  draw  1,000  to  5.000 
participants  from  accross  the  US  and  around  the 
world.  • 
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Axing  the  opposition 

Thatcher 's  government  abolishes  Labour-controlled  GL C 


LONDON  -  The  Greater  London  Council  (GLQ 
will  formally  cease  to  exist  April  1 ,  1986,  as  the 
Thatcher  government  abolishes  the  metropolitan 
governments  which  have  been  strongholds  of  op- 
position to  Conservative  rule.  Over  the  last  five 
years,  the  GLC  has  managed  to  make  gay  politics 
a  major  issue  in  London  and  its  legacy  of  policies 
and  programmes  will  survive  the  Council's 
demise. 

The  GLC  began  to  take  up  gay  issues  after 
"  Red  Ken"  Livingston  became  its  leader  in  1 98 1 . 
Livingston  succeeded  in  outflanking  both  the 
Conservative  Party  opposition  and  the  powerful 
right-wing  elements  in  his  own  Labour  Party  to 
win  control  of  the  Council .  Along  with  a  commit- 
ment to  improve  the  lives  of  women,  pensioners 
and  people  of  colour,  Livingston  undertook  the 
"simple  commitment  to  oppose  discrimination 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men  and  an  equally  sim- 
ple request  that  those  in  power  accept  homosexu- 
ality as  an  equally  valid  form  of  sexuality." 

Although  the  press,  hostile  to  the  Council's  so- 
cialist goals,  immediately  seized  on  the  GLC  at- 
tention to  gay  rights  to  characterize  it  as  the 
"looney  left,"  the  council  stood  firm  and  even 
saw  its  popularity  increase  in  spite  of  hostile  me- 
dia coverage.  An  estimated  $2.5  million  was 
spent  on  specifically  gay-related  projects  between 
1 982  and  1 986.  In  addition,  some  of  the  funds  al- 
located to  women's  projects  have  gone  to  lesbian 
programmes.  More  than  $1.5  million  was  allo- 
cated to  start  up  and  fund  the  London  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Centre  which  opened  in  May  1985. 
Other  projects  funded  included  telephone  coun- 
selling services,  gay  youth  organizations  and  gay 
health  projects. 

The  Council's  final  move  in  support  of  the 
community  came  with  the  publication  of  Chan- 
ging the  World  —  A  London  Charter  for  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Rights.  The  Charter  sels  out  the  ori- 
gins and  nature  of  gay  oppression  and  makes  142 
recommendations  concerning  the  media, 
schools,  churches,  employment,  censorship,  the 
armed  forces,  housing,  health,  disabilities,  se- 
niors, immigration,  police,  the  law  and  prisons. 
It  is  the  first  document  of  this  scope  to  have  been 


supported  by  the  governing  body  of  one  of  the 
world's  major  cities. 

The  document  aims  "to  identify  the  changes 
necessary  in  the  policies  and  practices  of  those 
providing  a  public  service  and  those  who  estab- 
lish and  enforce  the  law,  control  information  and 
communications  or  employ  people,  so  that  the 
needs  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  fully  recogniz- 
ed and  accounted  for.  Second,  it  aims  to  bring 
about  a  change  of  attitudes  among  the  public  to 
dispel  ignorance  and  foster  positive  attitudes  to- 
wards homosexuality."  The  Charter  is  being 
widely  distributed  around  Britain. 

The  GLC  will  be  survived  by  smaller  borough 
councils.  A  number  of  these  bodies  have  pro-gay 
majorities  and  will  continue  to  fund  GLC  gay  pro- 
jects. But  none  of  the  boroughs  have  either  the 
political  stature  or  the  economic  resources  of  the 


GLC  leader: '  'Red  Ken ' '  Livingstone 

GLC  and  services  to  the  gay  community  and  other 
groups  facing  discrimination  are  sure  to  suffer. 
Livingston  himself  recently  won  Labour's  en- 
dorsement for  the  Pariiamentary  seat  of  Brent 
East,  a  heavily  Black  and  working-class  area  of 
west  London  which  is  considered  a  safe  Labour 
riding.  He  will  no  doubt  continue  to  be  a  strong 
voice  in  support  of  gay  rights  from  his  new  plat- 
form in  the  House  of  Commons.  • 


In  wliose  best  interests? 

Massachusetts  lawsuit  challenges  discriminatory  foster  care  policy 


BOSTON  —  Two  days  before  Massachusetts  Gov- 
ernor Michael  Dukakis's  anti-gay  foster  care  poli- 
cy went  into  effect,  a  coalition  of  organizations  and 
individuals  filed  suit  in  Suffolk  County  Superior 
Court  seeking  a  preliminary  injunction  which 
would  prevent  enforcement  of  the  new  policy. 

The  plaintiffs  in  the  suit  are  Donald  Babets  and 
David  Jean,  a  gay  couple  whose  foster  children 
were  removed  from  their  care  last  May  following 
complaints  from  neighbours;  the  Reverend 
Kathryn  Piccard  who  has  17  foster  children  but 
was  disqualified  from  caring  for  any  more  when 
she  replied  "private"  to  inquiries  about  her  sexu- 
al orientation;  and  Catherine  Brayden,  a  divor- 
ced mother  of  two  and  an  approved  foster  parent 
who  felt  compelled  to  answer  a  question  about 
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her  sexual  preference,  even  though  she  felt  the  is- 
sue was  irrelevant  and  the  question  was  an  inva- 
sion of  her  privacy.  They  are  joined  by  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Defence  Committee,  the  Civil  Liber- 
ties Union  of  Massachusetts  and  the  National 
Association  of  Social  Workers.  Named  as  defen- 
dants are  Dukakis;  Secretary  of  Human  Services 
Philip  Johnston  who  originally  announced  that  the 
Commonwealth  intended  to  study  the  propriety  of 
placing  foster  children  with  gay  couples  but  then 
stated,  in  spite  of  nearly  unanimous  opposition 
from  professional  organizations,  that  "foster  chil- 
dren are  served  best  when  placed  in  traditional 
family  settings;"  and  Marie  Matawa,  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Department  of  Social  Services. 

The  suit  was  filed  January  30,  four  weeks  after 
the  new  policy  appeared  in  its  final  form  in  the 
Massachusetts  Register.  The  regulations  estab- 


lish a  series  of  priorities  for  the  selection  of  foster 
homes  for  children  under  state  care.  Near  the  top 
of  the  list,  after  placement  with  relatives,  is  "fam- 
ily foster  care  with  a  married  couple,  preferably 
with  parenting  experience  and  time  available  for 
parenting."  If  no  suitable  candidates  can  be 
found  in  this  category,  then  social  workers  can 
consider  "a  person  with  parenting  experience 
and  preferably  with  time  available  for  parent- 
ing.' '  Last  on  the  list  is  "a  person  without  parent- 
ing experience  and  preferably  with  time  available 
for  parenting."  Children  cannot  be  placed  in  sin- 
gle-parent homes  without  the  written  approval  of 
DSS  Commissioner  Matawa.  In  addition,  all  po- 
tential foster  parents  must  now  reveal  their  sexual 
preference  on  the  approval  form. 

The  National  Association  of  Social  Workers 
joined  the  suit  because  the  new  policy  would  re- 
quire them  to  violate  their  duty  under  federal  law 
to  serve  the  best  interests  of  children.  It  also  re- 
quires them  to  violate  their  professional  obliga- 
tion under  state  licensing  regulations  not  to  dis- 
criminate on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference.  They 
are  also  filing  suit  on  behalf  of  foster  children  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  who  are 
being  denied  placements  that  are  in  their  indivi- 
dual best  interests  because  of  the  administra- 
tion's arbitrary  policy.  • 


Woman  reinstated 
after  10-year  fight 
with  US  Army 

MILWAUKEE  -  Miriam  Ben-Shalom,  who  was 
discharged  from  the  US  Army  in  1976  because 
she  is  a  lesbian,  won  a  10-year  fight  for  reinstate- 
ment as  a  sergeant  January  29. 

Although  Ben-Shalom  won  a  landmark  deci- 
sion in  1980,  when  Federal  Judge  Terence  Evans 
ruled  that  she  be  reinstated,  the  Army  refused  to 
take  her  back.  In  1983  she  filed  a  brief  asking  the 
judge  to  rule  the  Army  in  contempt  of  court. 
Evans  finally  ruled  that  the  Army  must  reinstate 
Ben-Shalom  by  March  1  of  this  year  or  be  found 
in  contempt. 

Ben-Shalom's  daughter  threw  a  party  with  cake 
and  roses  to  celebrate  the  decision.  Ben-Shalom 
said  that  the  credit  for  the  victory  went  to  local  peo- 
ple who  had  helped  and  encouraged  her  in  her 
fight.  None  of  the  national  US  organizations  had 
taken  up  the  case.  "It's  been  a  long  wait,"  said 
Ben-Shalom,  "but  it  was  worth  it  all." 

In  San  Francisco  a  lesbian  campus  police  ser- 
geant also  won  a  suit  for  her  1983  dismissal. 
Myra  Sheehan  was  awarded  5200,000  from  the 
State  university  system,  S7,500  from  the  campus 
police  chief  and  $750  from  her  former  supervisor 
because  she  was  fired  as  a  result  of  her  sexual  ori- 
entation. If  the  judge  decides  there  is  too  much 
hostility  to  order  Sheehan  reinstated  she  may  be 
awarded  an  additional  $100,000.  • 

Back  in  uniform:  Ben-Shalom 


Chiidworker  faces 
kidnapping  charges 
for  protecting  girl 

NiJRNBERG — A  volunteer  worker  at  a  commune 
that  offers  shelter  to  runaway  children  has  been 
sentenced  to  one  year  in  prison  and  fined  $500  for 
allegedly  "abducting"  an  11  year  old  girl. 

Ulli  Reschke,  a  member  of  the  Indianerkom- 
miine,  was  charged  in  1 98 1  with  the  abduction  of 
Patrizia  Koch  of  Tiibingen.  Koch  left  home  after 
being  abused  by  her  step-father.  When  she  arriv- 
ed at  the  commune,  she  wrote  a  letter  to  her  par- 
ents, telling  them  she  was  safe  but  that  she  would 
not  come  home.  In  spite  of  testimony  by  a  psy- 
chologist who  said  she  was  "afraid  of  the  shock  to 
Patrizia"  if  she  was  forced  to  return  to  her  par- 
ents' care,  charges  were  laid.  Reschke  was  even- 
tually acquitted  and  Patrizia  was  not  sent  back  to 
her  parents,  but  her  mother  and  step-father  ap- 
pealed the  acquittal. 

During  the  trial,  Reschke  and  his  lawyer  at- 
empted  to  produce  evidence  that  Herr  Koch  had 
been  investigated  by  police  for  child  abuse  prior 
to  Patrizia's  running  away.  When  Reschke  tes- 
tified that  the  giri's  teeth  chattered  with  terror 
when  talking  about  her  step-father,  the  prosecu- 
tor retorted,  "Well,  of  course,  if  you  don't  have 
any  heating."  The  members  of  the  commune 
were  also  accused  of  promoting  truancy  in  their 
charges  because  of  their  public  stance  against 
"educative  prisons,"  but  in  fact  most  of  the 
children  living  at  the  commune  do  attend  school. 

The  group  now  faces  legal  fees  of  close  to 
$3,000.  The  bicycle  repair  shop  which  they 
operated  to  support  themselves  has  been  forced 
to  close  because  of  police  harassment.  The  police 
are  able  to  use  the  excuse  that  there  is  "danger  in 
delay"  to  search  the  house  without  a  warrant. 

The  case  was  scheduled  to  return  to  court  in 
February  in  Tiibingen.  • 


Sexologist  calls  for 
integration  of  gays 
in  East  Germany 

BERLIN  —  Professor  Edwin  Guenther,  an  East 
German  sexual  behaviour  researcher,  recently 
published  a  commentary  in  the  country's  official 
news  agency  calling  for  an  end  to  anti-gay  dis- 
crimination throughout  the  nation. 

Guenther  noted  that  35  years  of  socialism  have 
not  brought  equality  to  lesbians  and  gays  in  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  because  of  the 
pervasive  influence  of "  1 000  years  of  throne  and 
church."  The  professor  urged  straight  Germans, 
marriage  counsellors,  sex  therapists  and  other 
professionals  to  promote  the  integration  of  ho- 
mosexuals into  all  levels  of  society  to  further  the 
goals  of  working  class  equality  and  socialism.  • 

World  News  Credits 

The  international  news  is  compiled  by  Tim  McCaskell  and  Gillian 
Rodgerson  from  the  following  sources:  Bay  Area  Reporter  (San 
Francisco),  Campaign  (Sydney),  Gay  Communily  News  (Boston), 
Guv  .Vtor  (Belfast),  TheNew  York  Native (Ncvi  York  City),  Outrage 
(Fitzroy),  Philadelphia  Gay  News  (Philadelphia),  The  Washington 
Blade  (Washington  DC),  Windy  Cily  Times  (Chicago). 


NEIL  BARTLETT  EXPLORES  THE  OSTENSIBLY  STRAIGHT  —  YET  CURIOUSLY 
GAY    —    WORLD    OF    EDMUND    WHITE'S    NEW    NOVEL,    "CARACOLE" 

DESIGNS  FOR 


An  Interior  in  Venice, 
Uohn  Singer  Sargent, 

1899: 

This  portrait  is  posed  in  the  drawing  room 

of  the  Palazzo  Barbara,  Venice.  Henry 

James  wrote  The  Wings  of  the  Dove  in  this 

city,  and  here  as  well  Edmund  White 

worked  on  Caracole.  Sargent's  style  and 

subject  matter  are  also  the  closest  model  for 

Caracole,  "...he  was  my  kind  of  painter, ' ' 

one  of  the  book's  characters  says  of  an 

unnamed  artist  who  might  have  been 

Sargent.  "Philistines  thought  he  was  one  of 

their  own,  intellectuals  dismissed  him  for 

his  superficiality,  by  which  they  meant  his 

subject  matter,  the  life  of  the  rich.  But  he 

was  the  most  delightful  of  all  things  — 

an  artist  who  makes  small  but  daring 

experiments  within  an  exhausted  tradition." 

Neil  Barllett  is  a  theatre  director  who  lives  in  London, 
England.  He  is  currently  writing  a  book  about  the 
connections  between  the  gay  London  of  1886  and 
contemporary  gay  lives  in  the  city,  to  be  published  this 
year.  His  last  work  in  the  theatre  ivav  Mozart's  The 
Magic  Flute. 


'  'Messy  Lives,  that's  the  name  of  the  book  I'm 
going  to  write." 


Thus  says  one  of  the  characters  (stylish  as 
ever,  but  almost  hysterical  with  bore- 
dom) in  Edmund  White's  new  novel.  That  pro- 
jected title  might  well  serve  as  the  name  of  Ed 
White's  Collected  Works,  a  series  of  guidebooks, 
in  several  different  genres,  to  contemporary  life. 
The  latest  is  Caracole:  A  Novel.  This  is  a  book 
which  comes  surrounded  by  others.  It  is  graced 
by  epigraphs  from  Stendhal  and  George  Eliot. 
Henry  James  was  certainly  looking  over  White's 
shoulder  when  he,  another  American  in  Europe, 
chose  to  write  in  this  virtuoso  style,  as  glittering 
and  as  critical  of  the  arts  of  High  Society  as  a  por- 
trait by  John  Singer  Sargent.  Maybe  the  Joyce  of 
Portrait  of  the  Artist  was  there,  since  here  too  a 
young  man  stumbles  through  the  childhood  dif- 
ficulties of  grammar  on  the  first  page  and  is  of- 
fered a  new,  adult  life  on  the  last.  The  Wilde  of 


Dorian  Gray  was  there,  since  this  hero  also,  as  he 
picks  his  way  home  at  dawn,  watches  the  flowers 
and  vegetables  being  brought  into  market,  mirac- 
ulous proof  that  the  country  still  exists  some- 
where beyond  the  sins  of  the  city. 

Also  remembered  in  this  highly  cultured  text  is 
a  more  humble  one:  the  adolescent  diary  so  many 
of  us  as  gay  men  kept  in  the  first  two  years  after  we 
moved  to  the  city,  that  diary  in  which  the  names 
of  men,  the  details  of  sex,  of  infatuations  en- 
dured, books  read  and  fashions  imitated  are  all 
listed  with  equal,  and  equally  sincere,  enthusi- 
asm, as  if  by  writing  it  down  we  could  make  sense 
of  it  all. 

This  new  novel  is  also  shadowed  by  two  of 
White's  own  previous  books:  The  Joy  of  Gay 
Sex,  which  he  co-authored  and  which  you'll  find, 
casually  staring  from  the  bookshelf  or  waiting 
practically  by  the  bed,  announcing  that  its  owner 
is  well  and  truly  out;  and  A  Boy 's  Own  Story,  the 
first  gay  novel  which  you  could  be  sure  to  find  (in 
Britain  at  least)  in  every  W  H  Smith's  and  at  most 
railway  stations,  (iay  writing  for  gays,  and  gay 
writing  for  straights.  And  now,  true  to  its  title,  a 


book  which  dances,  capers  between  those  two 
points  of  reference. 

The  word  "caracole"  has  several  meanings, 
depending  on  which  European  language  we're 
speaking  (and  let  us  assume,  in  this  novel's  world 
at  least,  that  we  all  speak  several).  But  in  any 
language  it  means  something  intricate,  beautifiil 
and  elaborate.  Since  White  moved  to  Europe 
(and  his  is  definitely  an  American's  Europe,  with 
no  landscape  that  isn't  picturesque,  no  class 
between  the  equally  picturesque  workers  and  a 
dazzling  if  impoverished  aristocracy),  his  fic- 
tional work  has  hardly  been  overcrowded  with 
people  who  lead  "messy  lives"  like  the  poor, 
confused  and  violent  lives  of  a  real,  contem- 
porary European  capital.  His  characters  are 
rich,  beautiful,  well-educated  or  at  the  very  least 
young.  In  this  worid  of  privilege,  the  author  of- 
fers us  the  pleasure  of  casting  ourselves  in  any 
role  we  please,  so  long  as  we  arc  prepared,  like  his 
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characters,  to  accept  the  consequences.  (And  it's 
a  profound  pleasure;  I'm  not  suggesting  that 
White  has  come  up  with  the  literary  equivalent  of 
Vogue,  in  whose  pages  we  see  a  Europe  where  life 
is  always  expensive  but  rarely  valuable.) 

This  is  a  novel  which  provides  the  deepest 
pleasure  of  the  genre:  that  of  imagining  other 
lives.  We  are  invited  to  imagine  ourselves  both  as 
the  charming,  permanently  hard,  inarticulate 
adolescent,  and  as  the  sophisticated  older 
woman  who  surprises  herself  by  falling  into  the 
indignity  of  loving  him — a  combination  of  roles 
that  can  of  course  be  witnessed  nightly  in  any  gay 
bar.  The  text  is  nothing  if  not  generous;  1 5-  and 
45-year-old  bodies  are  detailed  by  the  same  vivid 
(autobiographical)  eye;  in  sex  scenes  which  com- 
bine delicacy  with  indelicacy  to  great  erotic  ef- 
fect, we  are  invited  to  be  both  the  wanking  voyeur 
and  the  boy  in  the  mirror,  to  experience  both  the 
helpless  energy  of  the  young  man  standing  over 
the  bed  and  the  more  cultivated  sensations  of  the 
older,  wiser  body  that  he's  fucking  ("I  can't  take 
it  all").  White  relishes  the  role  of  guide, 
educator,  connoisseur.  Older  men  make  better 
authors? 

The  seduction  starts  with  words.  As  the  young 
hero  stumbles  through  the  rural  world  of  his 


iT 


■■  ■  here  you  have  it:  there  is 

the  large,  adult  world  of  Life 

and  its  Arts,  important, 

seoure  and  prof  ital>le;  then 

there  is  a  minor  department 

of  life  oalled  ^the  gay  world/ 

We  skre  supposed  to  sigh 

with  relief  now  that  one  of 

^our'  authors  has  grown  out 

of  this  smaller  world  into  the 

larger  World.  The  news  from 

White,  however,  in  this 

gorgeous,  glorious  new 

text,  is  that  there  is  only  one 

world.  White  is  simply 

making  the  assumption  that 

the  gay  version  of  the  world 

is  a  true  one;  oblique  maybe, 

but  precisely  because  of 

that  informed,  revealing, 

powerful." 


childhood,  in  which  words  as  well  as  facts  are 
largely  incomprehensible,  the  reader  too  will  find 
words  as  delightful  as  they  are  obscure.  From  one 
page  alone  I  added  "caroming,"  "frogged," 
"lye,"  "Fleurettes"  and  "slather"  to  my  collec- 
tion. Later,  the  very  words  which  you  might  trust 
to  be  full  of  straightforward  meaning  appear  only 
in  inverted  commas:  "  'marriage'  —whatever 
that  might  mean."  You  can't  quite  be  sure  if  the 
text  is  searching  for  accuracy  or  being  playful. 
Like  any  form  of  cruising,  this  eclectic  hunt  for 
verbal  precision  could  be  after  either  honesty  or 
beauty.  The  most  basic  experience  of  the  book  is 
that  words— confusing,  erudite,  sensuous,  ele- 
gant, unexpected,  difficult— can  create  the  most 
extraordinary  sense  of  adventure,  uncertainty. 
When  the  descriptions  move  from  the  physical 
world  to  the  world  of  emotions,  you  can't  be  sure 
whether  he's  breaking  your  heart  with  the 
truthfulness  of  his  observations  or,  again,  "just 
playing."  (Now  isn't  that  a  familiar  feeling.) 

The  text  repeatedly  plunges  into  sweeping  af- 
ter-dinner comments  on  its  Great  Themes  — 
Love,  Power,  Riches,  Sex— but  how  can  you  tell 
if  what  is  being  offered  is  a  Truth  or  an  Irony  or 
perhaps  even  just  a  brilliantly  phrased  platitude? 
At  the  very  moment  when  an  opera  rises  to  its  ec- 
static climax  and  one  of  the  characters  is  moved 
to  make  a  simple,  authentic  and  physical  decla- 
ration of  love,  another  will  lean  forward  and 
whisper,  "Shockingly  silly  music,  isn't  it?" 

And  if  you  think  that  this  constant  playing  off 
of  artistry  against  sincerity,  invention  against 
authenticity,  elegance  of  phrasing  against  truth 
of  content,  sound  like  a  sterile  "intellectual" 
game,  then  pause  and  remember  being  a  boy  at 
an  adult  dinner  party,  or  remember  being  a  new 
boy  in  town.  Did  you  really  enjoy  that  wine  and 
those  jokes,  or  did  you  enjoy  them  because  social 
style  dictated  that  you  had  to?  Was  that  first  love 
really  true,  or  did  you  fall  for  him  because  you 
wanted,  needed,  to  fall  in  love  for  the  first  time?  Is 
the  plot  of  Caracole  a  sophisticated  exercise  in 
the  conventions  of  romantic  comedy  —  or  an 
honest  investigation  into  the  motives  and  mecha- 
nisms of  love?  Ask  the  same  question  of  your  last 
affair. 

Even  the  pacing  of  the  novel  seduces  the  reader 
with  a  cocktail  of  pleasure  and  danger.  At  times 
(usually  the  long  hours  before  dawn),  the  charac- 
ters consider  their  lives  with  such  slow,  reflective 
seriousness  that  the  reader  is  uncertain  whether 
to  feel  stone-cold  sober  or  like  a  helpless  drunk- 
ard re-appraising  the  minutiae  of  his  life  as  the 
dawn  breaks.  At  other  times  (midnight 
approaches)  the  party  takes  off.  The  novel 
climaxes  in  a  delirious,  overdressed  whirl  of 
mistaken  identities  at  a  bal  masque— a  girl  dress- 
ed as  a  boy,  the  blue  silk  of  a  gown  hiding  a  wet 
penis,  duchesses  disguised  as  duchesses,  a  gun  in 
the  wrong  hand,  a  quick  fuck  in  the  comer  sud- 
denly converted  on  the  stroke  of  midnight  into 
the  consummation  of  True  Love  —  the  final 
mechanical  movement  of  the  comedy  clicking  in- 
to place.  Don't  even  pick  up  this  book  if  you 
haven't  looked  at  your  calendar  to  see  what  year 
it  is,  if  you  still  think  that  pleasure  is  easy. 

• 
So  the  book  is  a  pleasure.  But  is  it  modem?  I 
mean,  does  anyone  read  books  any  more,  never 
mind  beautiful  books  about  the  beautiful  lives  of 
beautiful  people?  And  more  to  the  point,  is  itgayl 
A  disturbed  journalist  once  crossed  the  room  just 
to  ask  me,  "I've  heard  Edmund  claim  that  his 
next  novel  will  be  all  about  heterosexuals.  It  isn't 
true,  is  it?"  Well,  it  is  true.  But  there's  more  to  it 
than  that. 


The  city  in  which  the  novel  is  largely  set  has 
been  created  out  of  nothing  but  pure  wish-ftilfill- 
ment.  The  book  might  have  been  called  Life  in 
Venice,  since  like  Thomas  Mann's  it  is  a  pro- 
found meditation  on  life  and  art  organized 
around  the  different,  simultaneous  and  interlink- 
ing worlds  of  an  adolescent  boy  and  a  middle-ag- 
ed man.  Except  here  there  is  no  Dirk  Bogarde 
watching  his  platonic  ideal  wade  slowly  into  the 
absolute  metaphor  of  a  shimmering  if  polluted 
Adriatic.  This  city  has  a  more  complex  existence; 
it  seems  to  be  in  several  places  and  several  eras  at 
once.  It  is  still  Venice,  but  has  touches  of 
contemporary  Paris,  and  is  certainly  also 


Manhattan,  that  other  offshore  island  of  dreams. 
(Against  a  backdrop  of  palazzi,  people  in 
elaborate  gowns  insist  on  saying  things  like  "I'm 
sure  glad,"  or  "Pull  it  out.  Play  with  yourself.") 
This  city  could  never  be  summarized  in  a  long 
shot,  and  its  soundtrack  would  have  to  be 
Mozart,  not  Mahler.  It  is  busy,  expensive, 
ludicrous,  comic  and  dangerous. 

Most  of  all,  it's  a  pleasure.  It  has  every  delight 
that  the  discerning  faggot  could  ask  for—  Cul- 
ture, cafes,  crumbling  palaces,  white-painted  loft 
apartments  in  the  more  dubious  but  affordable 
parts  of  town,  an  extensive  and  pointless  carni- 
val, gorgeously  overdressed  men  and  women, 
fresh  seafood,  handsome  waiters. 

The  only  thing  it  doesn't  have  is  a  gay  ghetto. 
The  characters  may  sing  snatches  of  the  latest 
dance  hit  before  the  mirror  as  they  prepare  to  hit 
town,  but  there  is  no  gay  disco  for  them  to  go  to. 
Amidst  all  the  novel's  permutations  on  and  redef- 
initions of  the  word  love,  no  one  ever  touches 
anyone  of  his  or  her  own  sex.  Even  in  a  contem- 
porary straight  author's  fictional  world,  surely 
there  would  be  some  telltale  sign  of  a  gay  life,  a 
gay  character  at  least,  if  not  a  culture? 

At  this  point  we  may  begin  to  identify  the  maH- 
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ness  in  White's  elaborate  method. 

For  madness  it  surely  is.  With  the  enormously 
successful  A  Boy's  Own  Story,  White  produced 
something  which  all  critics  and  respectable  book- 
shops could  label  as  The  American  Gay  Novel;  a 
book  which  could  be  made  to  summarize,  and 
hopefully  terminate,  the  more  challenging  and 
embarrassing  aspects  of  the  gay  "publishing 
boom ,"  announcing  that  gay  writing  had  come  of 
age  and  could  now  be  defmeable,  marketable. 
Now,  for  his  encore.  White  has  produced  what 
none  could  have  expected:  a  fantasy  about  rich, 
terminally  sophisticated  European  (!)... 
heterosexuals.  For  this  affront  the  book  has  been 


dmund  White  in  Paris: 
''So  what  is  he  actually 
doing?...  Each  of  his  books, 
he  says,  is  about  the  same 
thing:  'a  young  man  entering 
a  sophisticated  world  that 
puzzles  him.'" 


of  the  world  was  only  clarified  when  I  finished  the 
book  for  the  first  time  and  turned  the  last  page 
and  read  the  notes  on  the  dust  jacket.  Here  I  was 
told  that  White  "has  been  best  known  for  his 
books  about  the  gay  experience,  especially  the 
non-fiction  States  of  Desire:  Travels  in  Gay 
A  merica  and  the  novels  A  Boy 's  Own  Story  and 
Nocturnes  for  the  King  of  Naples. . ."  (1  note  that 
The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex  has  somehow  been  omitted 
here)  "...but  with  Caracole  he  devotes  himself  to 
the  examination  of  the  larger  world." 

There  you  have  it:  there  is  the  large,  adult 
world  of  Life  and  its  Arts,  important,  secure  and 
profitable;  then  there  is  a  minor  department  of 
life  called  "the  gay  world."  We  are  supposed  to 
sigh  with  relief  now  that  one  of  "our"  authors 
has  grown  out  of  this  smaller  world  into  the  larger 
World.  The  news  from  White,  however,  in  this 
gorgeous,  glorious  new  text,  is  that  there  is  only 
one  world.  That  is  why  his  city  has  no  gay  suburb 
through  which  we  can  pass.  He  isn't  proposing  a 
text  which  is  "about"  gayness  —  a  text  which  re- 
quires that  gayness  be  a  limited  subject,  an  issue, 
a  problem  to  be  treated  and  fictionally  resolved,  a 
malady  to  be  chronicled,  a  case  history  to  be  de- 
tailed. What  we  have  instead  is  a  gay  geography 
of  the  whole  city.  White  is  simply  making  the  as- 
sumption that  the  gay  version  of  the  world  is  a 
true  one;  oblique  maybe,  but  precisely  because  of 
that  informed,  revealing,  powerful. 

Looking  back  along  the  shelf,  it  is  clear  that 
this  is  no  departure.  Was  A  Boy's  Own  Story 
really  "about"  a  single  gay  man?  It  was  certainly 
built  around  the  experience  of  a  single  gay  child, 
but  it  created  not  a  sentimental  portrait  but  an 
impassioned  picture  of  the  workings  of  a  whole 
culture.  The  novel  is  "about"  the  adult  reader's 
attempt  to  disentangle  memory,  sympathy,  bit- 
terness and  regret  as  he  deciphers  exactly  where 
and  how  this  child,  this  boy  who  carries  all  our 
hopes  for  an  adult  gayness  in  him,  came  to  enter 


T 


slaughtered  by  critics,  straight  and  gay.  How 
dare  he  write  about  us/them? 

So  what  is  he  actually  doing?  His  heterosexu- 
als bear  little  relation  to  the  creatures  which 
normally  populate  novels,  a  genre  created  to  deal 
with  amorous  and  domestic  difficulties,  mar- 
riage. The  laws  of  family  life  seem  only  to  exist  in 
oblique  forms  —  as  picturesque  rituals  amongst 
immigrant  workers;  in  the  plots  of  the  older  op- 
eras; as  roles  assumed  and  then  exhausted  by  a 
sextet  of  principals  who  play  father,  mother,  un- 
cle, mistress,  brother,  sister,  lover,  whore, 
daughter  and  son  to  each  other  in  every  possible 
combination.  Every  detail  of  family  life  is  there; 
only  the  family  is  absent.  One  gets  the  feeling  that 
ifWhite  were  evertowriteafarce,  everyone  would 
be  free  to  commit  adultery  with  everyone  else 
without  having  to  be  married  in  the  first  place, 
and  with  complete  disregard  for  the  rules  of  gen- 
der and  class.  The  permutations  would  be  end- 
less; the  rules  of  farce  rendered  obsolete,  but 
cherished  for  their  thrilling  severity. 

Into  this  world  enter  two  children,  their  names 
indicating  a  divine  (which  is  to  say,  an  obscurely 
pre-social)  origin:  Gabriel  and  Angelica. 
Gabriel,  our  hero,  travels  from  childhood  to 


manhood  in  the  course  of  the  novel,  undergoing 
every  rite  of  passage  that  heterosexual  masculin- 
ity can  devise.  A  masturbatory  childhood  spent 
under  the  hostile  eyes  of  a  silent  father  drifts  into 
an  experimental  and  passionate  adolescence  of 
scrapes  and  escapes.  This  is  followed  by  the  inevi- 
table journey  to  the  big  city,  an  environment 
which  enables  him  to  systematically  trade  his 
youth  for  a  working  knowledge  of  the  ways  of  the 
worid.  Gabriel's  first  wish  is  to  be  handsome,  to 
look  in  the  mirror  and  see  his  face  transfigured, 
the  man  set  free  of  the  acned  boy.  His  next  wish  is 
to  be  married  to  his  true  love,  though  neither  the 
word  marriage  nor  the  word  love  mean  anything 
to  him,  and  he  "loves"  whatever  is  to  hand. 
Leaving  his  first  love  swiftly  behind  him,  he  is  tak- 
en up  by  an  older  man  who  teaches  him  how  to 
live— how  to  have  a  house  of  his  own;  how  to  ap- 
pear confident  with  total  strangers;  how  to  serve 
real  coffee.  He  continues  to  masturbate.  He 
learns,  by  imitation  (never  becoming  quite  sure 
how  anything  works  and  certainly  not  why),  the 
chameleon  arts  of  The  Party,  The  Seduction, 
True  Love,  The  Ail-Night  Session,  The  New  Af- 
fair. Finally,  without  even  noticing  how  it 
happened,  he  becomes  on  the  the  very  last  page  a 
real  man— active,  talked  about,  loved,  powerful; 
reassured  of  his  own  importance. 
Now,  remembering  all  the  time  that  this  is  sup- 


posed to  be  a  novel  about  heterosexuals,  consider 
again  that  precis  of  a  sexual  and  social  career. 
Sound  at  all  familiar?  Is  it  not  the  typical  plotline 
of  a  homosexual  adolescent's  entry  into  big-city 
life  and  manhood  —  which,  in  this  novel  as  in 
many  gay  lives,  are  synonymous?  Check  this  ca- 
reer against  your  own. 

We  can  be  sure  that  White  isn't  writing  a  cryp- 
tic homosexual  story;  historically  that  genre  no 
longer  exists,  and  certainly  won't  be  revived  by 
the  author  of  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex,  who  has 
nothing  to  hide.  So  why  does  the  story,  hetero- 
sexual as  it  apparently  is,  feel  so  gay?  Maybe  it's 
the  details.  Would  any  straight  writer  remember 
to  include  a  dab  of  white  lubricant  in  his  lovingly 
detailed  buggery  scene?  Would  a  straight  writer 
begin  a  sentence  on  the  difficulties  his  male 
characters  are  having  in  communicating  their 
feelings  with  the  phrase,  "If  two  men  are  not  lov- 
ers..."? Would  anyone  but  a  queen  of  Mr  White's 
grace  and  skill  characterize  one  of  his  heroines  by 
"her  lack  of  culture,  her  infamous  politics,  her 
obvious  intelligence,  her  outre  but  effective  white 
fox  coat"? 

My  feeling  that  White  is  using  his  "hetero- 
sexual" novel  to  write  about  my/our  experiences 
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continued  from  page  27 
the  curious,  dark  state  of  American  manhood. 
Whose  fault  was  it?  Was  it  just  because  the  Fifties 
were  like  that?  Was  it  to  do  with  being  gay,  with 
having  to  betray  and  then  submit  to  a  sexual  sys- 
tem you  felt  excluded  from?  Was  it  the  vice  of  all 
men  —  or  was  he  just  a  brat? 

States  of  Desire  is  another  version  of  the  same 
novel,  with  the  same  hero  but  several  years  on, 
using  his  travels  as  a  gay  joumahst  to  scrutinize, 
enjoy  (sometimes  uneasily),  judge  and  be  judged 
by  the  variety  of  American  gay  male  culture.  Like 
every  travel  book,  it  was  autobiography.  The 
confessional  "1"  hops  from  city  to  city  to  New 
York  just  as  inevitably  as  Gabriel  in  Caracole 
journeys  to  his  urban  destiny.  White  himself  says 
that  each  of  his  books  is  about  the  same  thing,  "a 
young  man  entering  a  sophisticated  wodd  that 
puzzles  him. ' '  For  him  there  can  be  no  larger  sub- 
ject than  the  transformation  of  a  child  into  a  man, 
if  that  transformation  can  be  depicted  as  occur- 
ring simultaneously  in  the  depths  of  the  individu- 
al heart  and  on  the  glittering  surfaces  of  its  en- 
vironment. Even  rAeyovo/"Cflv5eAr  is  a  fiction, 
a  seduction  which  incidentally  advises  you  on 
how  to  enter  the  world  of  gay  men,  how  to  be- 
come the  gay  man  that  you  want  to  be. 

The  books  are  indeed,  and  in  particular,  about 
a  gay  young  man  entering  the  worid;  that  is,  a 
young  man  who  occupies  a  very  special  place  in 
the  world,  for  whom  nothing  initially  makes 
sense,  for  whom  the  roles  of  man  or  woman,  child 
or  prince,  guest  or  owner,  father  or  son  are  all 
equally  bewildering  and  insufficient.  Caracole, 
in  a  step  of  logic  as  beautiful  as  it  is  daring,  takes 
this  gay  sense  of  dislocation  to  its  giddy  conclu- 
sion.  It  makes  perfect  sense  to  extend  this  insecur- 
ity, this  lack  of  shared  meanings  between  the  hero 
and  his  worid,  this  playing  with  even  such  verities 
as  "man"  and  "love"  to  its  limit.  White's  obH- 
quity  in  choosing  such  fabulously  unlikely  pro- 
taganists  is  not  merely  decorative;  it  is  incisive, 
revealing.  The  worid  may  be  scrutinized  by 
means  of  "reahsm,"  but  if  it's  to  truly  reveal  the 
cracks  and  flaws  in  its  mechanisms,  then  it  may 
be  scrutinized  by  a  fantasy  populated  entirely  by 
those  unreal  creatures,  heterosexuals.  Only  agay 
author  can  see  how  fantastic  their  world  is. 

• 
If  a  gay  man  can  see  heterosexuals  as  delightful 
fictions,  he  must  also  acknowledge  their  real  and 
terrible  power.  This  fantasy,  for  the  reader  at 
least,  ends  with  a  rude  awakening.  As  in  the 
eariier  novel  Forgetting  Elena,  where  on  the  final 
page  the  hero  discovers  that  he  is  in  fact  the  prince 
of  the  very  island  he  has  been  exploring  in  the 
guise  of  an  ill-informed  tourist;  as  in  A  Boy's 
Own  Story,  where  the  boy  learns  that  betrayal  can 
be  easy,  that  gaining  power  can  be  a  pleasure;  so 
in  Caracole  the  story  also  ends  with  a  shock  of 
revelation.  Somehow,  without  either  the  hero  or 
the  reader  noticing  it,  the  hero  has  become  a 
man,  an  integral  part  of  that  very  culture  which 
he  thought  he  was  viewing  from  the  outside,  as 
child  or  anthropologist.  In  the  very  last  sentence 
someone  whispers  into  his  ear  "what  he  must  do 
and  who  he'd  become."  Note  the  past  tense; 
there  is  no  going  back.  He  is  now  a  man  like  all  the 
others. 

That  a  "gay  hero,"  who  traditionally  con- 
cludes his  narrative  by  striking  out  into  his  own 
gay  world,  should  end  his  novel  by  entering  the 
worid  of  male  power  at  its  most  conservative  is  a 
twist  in  the  plotline  that  I  find  deeply  shocking. 
Having  enjoyed  and  endured  the  rites  of  passage, 
the  exciting  initiation  into  what  feels  like  a  sub- 
versive urban  life  —  we  suddenly  turn  and  see 


ourselves  in  the  mirror  over  the  bar.  We  have  be- 
come one  of  the  very  men  whom,  as  a  boy,  we 
adored  and  feared:  the  men  who  run  the  worid. 
At  this  point  the  erotic  glamour  of  our  journey  in- 
to the  city  fades  abruptly.  What  was  witty  seems 
heardess,  what  was  handsome  merely  brutal, 
what  was  mysterious  merely  old-fashioned,  what 
was  precious  merely  conservative. 

As  he  leaves  this  bitter  taste  in  our  mouths, 
White  is  touching  on  a  very  specific  gay  male 
guilt.  It  is  the  guilt  of  realizing  that,  perhaps,  you 
are  not  necessarily  so  very  different  from  your  fa- 
ther. All  of  White's  heroes  are  leaving  their  fa- 
thers, entering  the  worid  of  manhood,  but  when 
they  get  there  they  find  that  the  company  feels  not 
so  much  like  the  radical  fraternity  dreamt  of  by 
Wilde,  Genet,  Whitman  or  Carpenter,  as  Uke  the 
next  generation  of  fathers,  of  men. 

White  doesn't  offer  any  absolution  from  this 
guilt,  any  compensation  for  his  strangely  un- 
happy and  self-critical  endings.  We  can  never 
identify  (and  so  hope  to  avoid)  a  single  moment 
at  which  the  hero,  who  is  of  course  ourselves, 
makes  the  wrong  move,  a  single  moment  at  which 
the  liberating  potential  of  young  desire  got  frozen 
in  its  entry  into  the  worid.  But  still,  the  whole  ef- 
fort of  his  fiction  is  to  insist  that  such  an  entry  is 
being  made.  His  text  may  be  a  pleasure  —  those 
famous  sentences  which  avidly  cruise  the  materi- 
al worid  and  bring  to  light  such  unexpected  de- 
tails; those  carefully  placed  syllables  whose  erotic 
equivalent  would  be  an  expert  tongue  —  but  it's 
finally  a  serious  pleasure.  I  can't  help  feehng  that 
there's  something  very  modem  indeed  about  this 
insistence  that  in  the  midst  of  our  ridiculous,  he- 
donistic lives  there  are,  continually,  points  of 
moral  and  emotional  choice,  good  and  bad  deci- 
sions to  be  made. 

• 
In  a  moment  of  extreme  despair,  one  of  the  char- 
acters in  Cfl/-flco/f  finds  herself,  middle-aged  and 
abandoned  by  her  young  lover,  running  through 
the  streets  of  the  city  at  dawn,  looking  for  some- 
thing. What  she  finds  is  a  bookseller.  And  what 
she  seeks  from  him  sounds  a  lot  like  one  of 
White's  books:  "She  was  thirsting  after  wisdom. 
She  needed  knowledge,  know-how,  advice. 
She'd  done  everything  wrong,  made  the  wrong 
moves. . . .' '  what  she  needs  is  a  book  full  of  truths 
that  begin  to  make  sense  of  our  messy  hves.  A  book 
which  can  accurately  describe  the  workings  of  de- 
sire and  power,  but  which  refuses  to  accept  that 
they  are  natural  or  just. 

The  next  time  some  man  is  breaking  my  heart; 
the  next  time  I'm  sitting  in  a  room  late  at  night, 
wondering  just  how  a  young  man  can  keep  on  liv- 
ing in  this  city,  I'll  reach  for  one  of  Edmund 
White's  books.  • 


The  works  of  Edmund  White: 

Forgating  Elena.  Random  House,  1973.  Penguin 

Books.  1981.  $4.95. 

The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex.  Mitchell  Beazley  Publishers,  1977. 

Simon  and  Shuster  paperback,  $22.95. 

Nocturnes  for  the  King  of  Maples.  .Si  Martin's  Press, 

1978.  Penguin  Books,  1980,  $2.95. 

States  of  Desire:  DvveLs  in  Gay  America.  EP  Button, 

1980.  Bantam  Books.  1981,  $3.95.  Revi.sed edition  with 

not'  introduction.  Button  Obelisk  Paperback,  1983. 

$13.95. 

A  Boy's  Own  Story.  EP  Button,  1982.  New  American 

Library  Plume  paperback,  1983,  $7.95. 

Camcole:  A  Novel  EP  Button,  1985,  $26.50. 
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ichard 
Summerbell 
has  a  fine  reputation  for  being 
willing,  and  able,  to  use  humour  to 
push  The  Revolution  along.  After 
helping  run  Vancouver's  gay  radio 
show,  ''Coming  Out/'  he  moved  to 
Toronto  a  few  years  ago,  and  his 

frequent  articles  in  The  Body  Politic  since  have 
shown  a  very  original  mind  at  work,  refreshingly  ' 
independent  of  the  usual  "isms' '  and  with  a  voice 
that  is  almost  always  celebratory  and  optimistic. 

Abnormally  Happy:  A  Gay  Dictionary  is  a 
much  expanded  version  of  one  of  these  articles. 
All  the  expected  jokes  about  the  contradictions 
and  double-speak  of  the  gay  scene  are  here,  of 
course  —  Love:  "For  some,  lust  putting  on  its 
best  Sunday  suit."  Bisexuality:  "Attribute  pos- 
sessed by  everybody,  by  nobody,  or  by  some 
people....  In  some  cases,  a  learner's  license  for 
homosexuality." 

But  there's  so  much  more!  Summerbell  proves 
himself  an  endearing  comic  poet,  especially  un- 
der the  guise  of  the  various  experts  he  calls  upon 
when  he  himself  lacks  the  necessary  expert  know- 
ledge, from  bambisexual  Wilbur  Wimplegon  to 
that  archetypal  historical  lesbian,  Vidalia 
Sapphoon.  On  the  s\ib'ieclo(  Breasts,  for  exam- 
ple, Melanie  Blanchette  tells  us  that  they  are  like 
"pillows  that  let  you  know  when  they  like  you," 
while  to  Georgina  M  Smith-Jones  they  are, 
"speaking  strictly  for  myself,  volcanoes  rising 
out  of  the  sea  of  lust." 

We  learn  that  a  Boot  is,  "in  some  segments  of 
the  S/M  community,  a  pedal  lollipop,"  and  that 
Mellow  is  "the  emotion  of  human  turtles  who  do 
not  yet  realize  they  have  no  shells."  The  book  al- 
so allows  us  to  enjoy  many  more  of  Paul  Aboud's 
whimsical  cartoons. 

The  only  thing  missing  seems  to  be  anything 
related  to  AIDS  (the  book  was  put  together  before 
the  crisis  reached  its  current  proportions).  Lord 
knows  there's  a  need  for  "the  lighter  side"  of  that 
topic,  and  as  difficult  as  it  might  seem  one  can 
hope  that  Summerbell  and  Aboud  discover  it  in 
the  future. 

If  there  is  a  bias  here,  it  is  that  of  the  Leftist- 
Feminist-Sexual  Libertarian  —  that  sadly  en- 
dangered species  of  the  Let's-Be-" Practical" 
80s.  In  fact,  the  Leftist-Feminist-Sexual  Liber- 
tarian school  could  do  no  better  than  to  use  this 
as  a  textbook  for  inductees.  Imagine  —  hours  of 
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indoctrination  could  be  saved!  Why  bother  with 
weighty  evenings  studying  tomes  on  S/M,  for  in- 
stance, when  eight  words  can  do  the  job:  "Sado- 
masochism: Power  games  for  fun  rather  than 
profit"?  Handily  compact  guidelines,  ready  for 
the  blackboard,  are  sprinkled  throughout,  such 
as  "It  is  not  sufficient  to  have  compassion  only 
for  those  who  are  cute." 

But  beware!  No  cow  is  sacred  here,  no  bull  left 
unexposed.  Even  Leftists,  Feminists,  and  Sexual 
Libertarians  should  be  prepared  to  wince  in  self- 
recognition. 

One  quibble  —  anyone  who  would  so  disgust- 


ingly define  Opera  as  "the  pink  flamingo  on  the 
lawn  of  classical  music"  obviously  has  a.  serious 
misunderstanding  of  that  most  transcendent  of 
art  forms.  Such  people  should  be  shackled  to  a 
front  row  centre  seat  through  all  of  Gotterdam- 
merung  for  their  own  good. 

Mind  you,  I've  been  using  that  line  myself  ever 
since.  • 

Abnormally  Happy:  A  Gay  Dictionary    by 

Richard  Summerbell.  Illustrated  by  Paul 
A  bond.  New  Star  Books  (2504  York  A  ve,  Van- 
couver V6KIES).  $5.95. 
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To  a  haunting  and  pressing  score  by  Eric  Satie, 
three  women  characters  begin  Danny 
Grossman's  Ces  Plaisirs.  Softly,  seductively 
dressed,  the  women  present  a  curious  and  recep- 
tive stance.  The  tension  grows  with  the  arrival  of 
three  male  characters,  two  male  dancers  portray- 
ing ngid  figures  and  another  woman  who  re- 
peats, in  somewhat  more  androgynous  ways,  the 
stylized  male  gestures  of  the  group.  Dressed  in 
black  suits,  the  three  'male'  characters  use  angu- 
lar, tight  restricted  movements  which  contrast 
with  the  more  fluid  movements  of  the  women. 
The  men  parade  in  front  of  them  in  an  aggressive 
and  overtly  sexual  way.  Each  takes  a  turn  'per- 
forming' and  gradually  weal!  become  involved  in 
the  seduction,  the  threat  and  the  fascination  that 
is  the  stuff  of  these  physical  relationships.  The 
sinister  men,  the  threatened  yet  compelled  wom- 
en and  most  importantly,  our  own  ambiguous  re- 
action to  these  alternatives,  this  undoubtedly  ex- 
citing tension  provides  the  su  bstance  of  the  work . 
Danny  Grossman  talks  about  the  women  in 


this  work  as  having  more  complex  needs,  as  being 
more  emotional,  more  serious.  And  the  men  — 
"the  men  are  just  cruising."  The  narrative  com- 
ponent of  the  work  owes  much  to  Colette's  The 
Pureand  the  Impure.  "We  started  with  the  music 
and  movement  improvisations  and  at  the  same 
time  I  was  reading  Colette.  The  sense  of  un- 
derwodd,  the  tensions  between  the  characters, 
our  own  sense  of  ambiguity  in  relation  to  that  ten- 
sion and  the  final  resolution  were  inspired  by 
Colette's  work."  There  are  two  things  that  save 
Ces  Plaisirs  from  being  a  rather  tired  oversimpli- 
fication, a  too  black  and  white  lesson  in  social 
relations.  First,  as  we  watch  the  work  we  are  se- 
duced ourselves  into  a  fascination  with  his  heart- 
less men.  The  second  is  the  use  of  a  woman  to 
dance  one  of  these  male  characters  that  on  the 
one  hand,  adds  a  startling  texture  to  the  male  tno 
and,  at  the  same  time,  is  a  comment  on  the  male 
"attitude"  divorced  of  actual  gender. 

In  the  course  of  the  piece  the  women  move 
through  the  various  performances  and  seduc- 
tions of  the  men  in  a  way  that  leaves  them  a  little 
bruised  and  certainly  less  naive.  Yet  they've  sur- 
vived and  changed.  In  response  to  the  flashy  but 
unsatisfactory  relationships  offered  by  the  men, 
they  turn  to  each  other  and  seem  to  form  closer 


relationships  among  themselves.  While  the  men 
—  "the  men  are  just  cruising."  And  sure  that's  a 
problem,  but  they're  still  beautiful  and  wonder- 
ful to  watch  as  they  strut  and  preen  towards  their 
own  end.  Indeed,  while  we  are  slightly  shocked 
by  the  one  woman  in  this  group,  there  is  also 
something  thrilling  about  the  pride  and  assur- 
ance the  male  gestures  allow  her.  It's  this  planned 
complexity  of  reaction  to  the  situation  that  moves 
the  work  beyond  a  cardboard-like  statement  to  a 
rich  and  more  than  a  little  disturbing  experience 
of  Danny  Grossman's  creative  energy. 

• 
Danny  Grossman  grew  up  in  San  Francisco  in  the 
50s,  where  he  spent  what  he  describes  as  a  "hap- 
py childhood.' '  There  were  a  couple  of  things  that 
made  his  life  a  little  out  of  the  ordinary.  Danny's 
parents  acted  on  their  left-wing  values  and  work- 
ed in  the  anti-war  movement.  Their  home  was 
full  of  socialist  materials  and  the  tone  of  discus- 
sion was  frequently  dissenting.  This  was  not  a 
popular  position  at  the  time.  "When  I  was  a  kid. 
I  was  often  terrified  that  my  parents  were  going  to 
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get  in  trouble  with  Joe  McCarthy's  Committee 
on  Un-American  Activities.  I  went  to  public 
school  in  a  very  patriotic  time.  What  would  the 
other  kids  think?" 

Looking  back  on  his  youth,  Danny  credits  the 
early  influence  and  interests  of  his  parents  for 
framing  the  social  concerns  he  expresses  today. 
"A  sense  of  social  responsibility  was  something  I 
just  grew  up  with."  At  junior  high  school  sports 
events,  Danny  and  his  "girifriend"  performed 
dance  routines  as  cheerleaders.  In  the  mid-50s, 
there  were  white  radio  stations  and  black  radio 
stations.  Performers  like  Fats  Domino  and  Little 
Richard  dominated  the  scene  on  the  black  sta- 
tions. For  a  special  event  one  time,  Danny  and 
his  friend  worked  up  a  routine  which  they  did  to 
black  music.  The  student  population  at  the 
school  was  about  a  third  black  and  this  was  the 
first  time  that  they'd  heard  their  own  music  at  a 
school  function.  The  response  was  overwhelm- 
ing. They  loved  it. 

By  1962,  Danny  had  moved  to  New  York  City 
to  become  a  dancer  and  within  a  year  was  danc- 
ing with  the  Paul  Taylor  Company.  At  age  20,  he 
found  himself  well  established  in  the  major  dance 
community  in  the  country.  During  his  next  ten 
years  with  Paul  Taylor,  Danny  was  involved  with 
and  actually  performed  an  immense  range  of 
modem  dance  work. 

In  the  eariy  60s,  Danny  met  Toronto's  David 
Earle  who  was  also  dancing  in  New  York.  By  the 
early  70s,  Danny  was  ready  to  move  on  to  new 
experiences  and  had  expressed  some  interest  in 
choreography  to  his  friends.  In  1973,  through  the 
influence  of  Earle,  who  had  returned  to  work  in 
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between  the  men  grew  out  of  that.  You  could  say 
that  the  development  of  the  erotic  material  was 
organic  rather  than  intellectual.  But  I'm  happy 
with  it  —  it's  honest." 

In  addition  to  the  early  left-wing  influence  of 
his  family,  Danny's  own  experience  of  the  worid 
over  the  past  25  years  has  led  him  to  solidify  a 
sense  of  direct  social  responsibility  as  an  artist. 
"Art  is  social.  It  either  states  the  problem  in  a 
way  that  makes  us  see  more  cleariy ,  or  it  shows  us 
something  new  that  challenges  us  to  find  solu- 
tions. My  own  work  tends  to  deal  with  the  prob- 
lems.' '  As  Danny  Grossman  sees  it,  personal  suc- 
cess is  not  enough,  just  as  beautiful  but  disengag- 
ed work  is  not  enough.  The  artist,  he  explains, 
"has  a  responsibility  to  know  what  he's  trying  to 
say  to  those  people  out  in  the  audience."  How  to 
move  an  audience,  how  to  make  them  see  the 
things  you  want  them  to  see  are  vital  questions. 
"It's  really  important  to  grab  people's  attention 
if  you're  going  to  have  any  chance  of  affecting 
them.  Humour  can  do  this  really  well."  Danny 
Grossman's  work  is  known  for  its  playfulness  — 
he  had  us  laughing  out  loud  with  some  of  the 
pieces  presented  during  the  winter  season  in  To- 
ronto. "But  humour  isn't  the  only  way  to  grab 
people.  I've  just  as  often  pulled  at  their  heart- 
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Toronto,  Danny  was  asked  to  teach  during  the 
summer  term  in  the  dance  programme  at  York 
University.  He's  been  living  and  working  in  Tor- 
onto ever  since. 

After  fairiy  extensive  work  with  the  Toronto 
Dance  Theatre,  Danny  wanted  to  start  his  own 
company  to  perform  the  increasing  body  of  work 
that  he  was  creating.  In  1975,  the  Danny  Gross- 
man Dance  Company  was  formed  and  has  since 
become  a  major  player  in  the  Canadian  dance 
scene.  Aside  from  regular  performances  in 
Toronto,  the  company  has  toured  in  Europe  and 
South  America.  In  February  and  early  March, 
the  company  joined  students  from  Brown  Uni- 
versity and  the  City  College  of  New  York  in  Har- 
lem to  put  together  some  joint  performances  of 
material  from  each  of  their  repertoires.  Later  this 
year,  the  company  is  scheduled  to  appear  as  part 
of  Expo  '86. 

Danny  Grossman's  exuberant,  fresh  and  very 
accessible  work  has  been  recognized  and  praised 
by  both  Canadian  and  international  critics  alike. 
In  1 978 ,  Danny  was  awarded  the  prestigious  Jean 


A  Chalmers  Award  in  choreography.  His  works 
are  now  included  in  the  repertoire  of  the  National 
Ballet,  Les  Grands  Ballets  Canadiens  and  the 
Paris  Opera  Ballet. 

• 
The  relatively  new  piece.  Ain't  Nobody's  Busi- 
ness What  I  Do,  set  to  a  Chariie  Parker  jazz  tune 
of  the  same  name,  has  been  described  as  homo- 
erotic.  Indeed,  the  work  features  a  duet  for  two 
men  that  runs  from  gestures  of  quite  explicit 
physical  tenderness  to  a  contrasting,  but  no  less 
erotic,  aggressive  combativeness.  "Sure,  I  agree 
that  the  work  is  openly  homoerotic  —  perhaps 
you'd  rather  use  the  word  gay  — but  I  didn't  real- 
ly start  out  intending  it  to  be  that  way.  Once 
again,  the  music  came  first  and  then  we  started  to 
add  movement  improvisations.  The  interaction 


strings.  The  point  is  to  reach  out  and  touch 
them." 

Prime  time  television,  environmental  pollu- 
tion, the  threat  of  nuclear  war  and  even  contem- 
porary children's  games  are  a  few  of  the  things 
that  Danny  Grossman  sees  as  symptoms  of  our 
worid  as  a  dangerous  place.  "We  have  a  self-de- 
structive tendency  that  is  becoming  more  and 
more  frightening  as  our  tools  and  our  technology 
become  more  sophisticated."  The  work  Endan- 
gered Species,  inspired  by  the  magnificent  Goya 
etchings  The  Disasters  of  War,  is  Grossman's 
plea  to  stop  this  self-destructiveness.  A  ragged 
and  beaten  group  of  refugees  and  a  second  band 
of  downtrodden  prisoners  herded  by  a  Nazi  tor- 
mentor sweep  back  and  forth  across  the  stage  to 
Krysztof  Penderecki's  powerful  score  in  this  dis- 


turbing anti-war  polemic.  The  world  is  barren 
and  destroyed.  The  characters  have  terror  in 
their  eyes  and  their  mouths  grimace  in  silent 
screams.  Danny  makes  us  hear  those  screams 
and  feel  that  terror  ourselves. 

Danny  is  currently  working  on  a  new  piece 
which  will  be  performed  by  the  National  Ballet  in 
their  spring  season.  Tentatively  called  Hot  House 
and  danced  to  the  music  of  Chariie  Parker,  the 
work  recreates  the  energy  of  a  wild  party  where 
the  mood's  high,  the  band's  hot,  and  the  dancing 
really  takes  off.  The  energy  and  acrobatic 
freedom  of  Charlie  Parker's  music  made  Danny 
think  about  the  trance-inducing  dances  of  prim- 
itive tribes.  Hot  House  is  an  attempt  to  bring 
some  of  that  primitive  energy  into  a  contem- 
porary social  situation. 

• 
When  I  talked  to  Danny  Grossman,  we  spent  a 
lot  of  time  discussing  social  issues  and  the  politics 
of  his  work.  But  words  about  dancing  itself  were 
hard  to  find  and  perhaps  this  is  fair  enough. 
What's  really  interesting  about  Danny  Gross- 
man is  not  his  social  commentary  but  rather,  the 
innovative  and  often  startling  dances  he  makes. 
He  uses  his  dancers  and  his  stage  to  make  the 
ideas  he  talks  about  come  alive.  His  energy,  his 
love  of  physical  movement,  and  his  exceptional 
craft,  these  are  the  things  that  really  move  us  and, 
in  performance,  they  speak  for  themselves. 
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Sexually  independent  women  have  long  risked  being  labelled,  and  dismissed,  as  lesbiari. 

Define  and  conquer 


The  Spinster  and  Her  Enemies:  Feminism  and 
Sexuality  1880-1930  by  Sheila  Jeffreys.  Pan- 
dora Press  (Oxford  University  Press  in  Cana- 
da), 1985.  $14.95. 

Mary  Meigs  • 

I  H^  Britain  in  the  1 880s  the  social  purity 
III  movement,  in  which  feminists  played 
an  important  role,  had  as  its  aim  the  control  of  pa- 
triarchal sexual  abuses:  prostitution,  child  abuse 
and  marital  rape.  Many  men  were  recruited  "who 
wished  to  transform  their  conduct  and  that  of  other 
men,  so  that  self-control  could  be  promoted  and 
prostitution  rendered  unnecessary." 

Like  many  radical  ideas,  it  subsequently  be- 
came conservative,  for  we  now  associate  self-con- 
trol in  marriage  with  emphasis  on  procreation, 
with  the  teachings  of  Roman  Catholicism  and 
fundamentalists.  The  social  purity  movement 
was  subverted  by  the  charge  that  it  was  both  anti- 
sex  and  anti-men,  and  by  a  sexual  revolution 
much  like  the  one  today,  in  which  both  women 
and  men  rallied  to  the  cause.  Those  who  could 
not  rally,  the  single  women  who  had  given  so 
much  to  the  feminist  movement,  who  had  been 
respected  and  honoured  and  safe,,  now  found 
themselves  as  helplessly  isolated  and  visible  as 
animals  on  an  island  in  a  flood.  It  was  as  though 
men's  resentment  at  the  discipline  imposed  by  the 
social  purity  movement  had  built  up  to  a  tidal 
wave  of  rage  against  and  contempt  for  any  wom- 
an who  dared  to  live  independently  of  them.  The 
fact  ofsex  between  women  was  out  of  the  closet:  it 
was  said  openly  that  the  women's  movement  was 
full  of  lesbians;  cries  of  alarm  were  uttered  both 
by  men  and  by  women  who  were  afraid  of  being 
tarred  by  the  lesbian  brush.  The  witchhunt  was 
on.  Does  it  sound  familiar? 

It  is  endlessly  depressing  to  see  how  the  final 
terms  of  every  sexual  revolution  have  been  defin- 
ed by  men,  and  how  these  definitions  have  been 
accepted  and  internalized  by  women  and  used 

"77ie  issue  ofsex,  and 

particularly  of  sex 

between  women,  was  a 

perfect  spearhead  to 

break  up  loyalties  and  get 

women  back  into  line." 

against  themselves.  Nothing  shows  better  the 
power  of  the  word  to  commit  moral  genocide 
than  Jeffreys's  pages  about  Havelock  Ellis,  Ed- 
ward Carpenter,  Iwan  Bloch,  August  Forel  and 
others  who  believed  in  the  delights  of  sexual 
freedom  but  not  in  the  delights  of  sex  between 
women.  All  of  them  rightly  perceived  that  the 
feminist  movement  was  infested  (in  their  view)  by 
"female  homosexuals"  or  "pseudohomosex- 
uals"(those  who  had  beed  led  astray  by  the 
others),  and  that  this  posed  a  real  threat  to  the 
complete  sexual  liberation  of  all  men,  which  re- 
quired the  availability  of  all  women.  They  en- 
visaged a  return  to  the  old  days  before  the  sexual 
purity  movement,  men  sexually  liberated  but  this 
time  with  the  glad  participation  of  wives,  pros- 
titutes and  all  those  in  the  women's  movement 
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Obstinate  suffragette:  Mrs  Pankhurst  under  arrest 


who  could  be  shamed  into  denying  their  prefer- 
ence for  women. 

For  this  purpose  the  lesbian  had  to  be  defined 
so  that  she  was  instantly  recognizable  either  as  a 
rival  or  as  an  enemy  to  Man,  and  Havelock  Ellis 
took  it  upon  himself  to  do  this.  "The  brusque  en- 
ergetic movements,  the  attitude  of  the  arms,  the 
direct  speech,  the  inflexions  of  the  voice,  the  mas- 
culine straightforwardness  and  sense  of  honour, 
and  especially  the  attitude  towards  men,  free 
from  any  suggestion  either  of  shyness  or  audaci- 
ty, will  often  suggest  the  underlying  psychic  ab- 
normality to  a  keen  observer." 

Note  that  the  qualities  he  would  have  admired 
in  a  man  suggest  "the  undedying  psychic  abnor- 
mality" in  a  woman.  When  1  read  this  outra- 
geous doubletalk  and  that  of  Edward  Carpenter, 
himself  a  homosexual,  who,  says  Jeffreys,  "ex- 
pressed in  1897  his  alarm  at  the  phenomenon  of 
lesbianism  within  the  women's  movement" 
("such  women  do  not  altogether  represent  their 
sex;  some  are  rather  mannish  in  temperament... 
ultra-rationalizing  and  brain-cultured,"  etc),  I 
sputtered  with  rage  against  these  two  men  who 
sowed  fear  and  guilt  in  generations  of  lesbians, 
set  them  to  rooting  out  whatever  was  "mannish" 
in  themselves  and  trying  to  hide  by  being 
"feminine."  Anything  to  escape  the  censure  of 
the  whole  heterosexual  worid,  for  Ellis  and 
Carpenter  and  the  hordes  of  psychoanalysts  who 
rode  on  their  coat-tails,  not  to  mention  women 
who  were  proud  of  their  sexual  relationships  with 
men,  —  all  combined  to  make  lesbians'  lives  in- 
tolerable and  to  make  their  presence  jn  any 
movement  suspect.  As  for  Edward  Carpenter, 
who  is  "currently  seen  as  a  founding  father  of 


sexual  enlightenment"  and  is  much  loved  by  gay 
men,  obviously  he  was  ready  to  sacrifice  his  les- 
bian sisters  to  keep  his  place  in  heterosexual 
society.  "His  view  of  women's  emancipation," 
says  Jeffreys,  "was  that  women  should  have 
equal  rights  as  long  as  they  remained  different, 
feminine,  and  passionately  attached  to  men." 

Jeffreys  makes  it  clear  that  passionate  friend- 
ships between  women  were  only  acceptable  when 
they  posed  "no  threat  to  the  heterosexual  struc- 
ture." The  feminist  movement  before  19(X)  pre- 
sented the  spectre  of  a  surplus  of  women,  many  of 
them  spinsters  who  "were  in  a  position  to  form  a 
strong  female  network  which  could  bond  against 
men."  The  issue  ofsex,  and  particularly  ofsex 
between  women,  was  a  perfect  spearhead  to 
break  up  loyalties  and  get  women  back  into  line. 
Jeffreys  soberiy  documents  the  chilling  story  of 
the  witchhunt,  how  it  originated  and  how  it  was 
sustained.  Even  before  the  sexologists  went  to 
work,  articles  had  begun  to  appear  in  feminist 
periodicals  warning  against  spinsters  who, 
because  they  were  assumed  to  be  sexually 
frustrated,  had  become'  "destructive"  and 
' '  twisted.' ' ' '  Not  of  the  mother  of  sons,' '  wrote  a 
woman  in  the  Freewoman,  "but  of  her  barren 
sister,  the  withered  tree,  the  acidulous  vessel 
under  whose  pale  shadow  we  chill  and  whiten,  of 
the  Spinster  I  write. ...  She  is  our  social  Nemesis." 

In  vain  Christabel  Pankhurst  "stated  that  un- 
married women  had  lives  of  joy  and  interest." 
Spinsters  and  lesbians  became  the  victims  of  the 
battle  for  sexual  freedom  which  was  waged  by 
both  men  and  women,  and  which  invariably 
meant  the  freedom  of  heterosexual  sex.  A  thou- 
sand betrayals  and  dishonesties  were  spawned  by 


this  relentless  emphasis.  Was  a  relationship  be- 
tween women ' 'innocent' '  or  was  it  a  true  lesbian 
relationship?  The  mortal  fear  a  lesbian  had  of  be- 
ing labelled  made  her  go  to  extraordinary 
lengths,  as  Vera  Brittain  did  in  Testament  of  a 
Friendship,  denying  "quite  explicitly  that  she 
and  Winifred  (Holtby)  were  involved  in  a  lesbian 
relationship."  In  women's  writing,  "real"  les- 
bians were  stereotyped  ("her  person  held  an 
appalling  fascination,"  wrote  Rosamund 
Lehmann  about  one  such  "real"  lesbian)  so  that 
the  writer  could  escape  suspicion  and  judgment. 
Jeffreys  quotes  a  certain  Colonel  Wedgewood 
who,  in  1 92 1 ,  was  one  of  many  men  who  opposed 
making  female  homosexuality  illegal  "on  the 
grounds  that  this  would  only  spread  the  offence 
by  giving  it  publicity."  It  was  best  to  leave  them 
alone,  he  said,  since  "they  have  the  merit  of  ex- 
terminating themselves,  and  consequently  they 
do  not  spread  or  do  very  much  harm  to  society  at 
large....  To  adopt  a  Clause  of  this  kind  would 
harm  by  introducing  into  the  minds  of  perfectly 
innocent  people  the  most  revolting  thoughts." 

The  ghettoization  of  lesbians  was  accompan- 
ied by  new  explorations  into  women's  sexuality 
and  new  definitions  of  it  which,  as  usual,  women 
meekly  accepted  and  used  against  themselves. 
The  ever-resourceful  Havelock  Ellis  proclaimed 
that  women  "delight  in  suffering  pain,"  which 
led  to  the  notion  that  they  had  to  be  violently  con- 
quered and  enjoyed  being  raped.  Sexual  inter- 
course in  the  1920s  became  men's  answer  to 
"feminism,  man-hating  and  female  resistance  to 
male  domination." 

To  me,  the  sexual  revolution  now  has  been  a 
replay  of  that  earlier  one;  in  both,  any  woman 
who  refuses  to  have  sex  with  a  man  is  automatic- 
ally assumed  to  be  a  lesbian.  The  only  thing  in 
Sheila  Jeffreys's  book  that  made  me  laugh  was 
the  word  "dyspareunia,"  used  by  Wilhelm 
Stekel,  one  of  the  arch-apostles  of  women's  sub- 
jection. It  means  obsfinacy,  and  he  used  it  to 
label  the  refusal  of  his  patients  to  submit,  to  name 
"the  fact  that  they  wished  to  be  personalities  in 
their  own  right."  "We  are  still  disposed,"  Stekel 
said,  to  underestimate  the  infantile  obstinacy  of 
most  women,  their  predisposition  to  'resent- 
ment,' their  vengeful  attitude....  There  are 
women  who  refuse  to  be  made  happy;  they  resent 
the  thought  that  the  man  has  saved  them,  that 
they  owe  him  everything! '  (Author's  emphasis.) 

Spinsters,  lesbians,  "frigid"  women,  "prudes," 
"puritans"  and  married  women  who  want  their 
autonomy,  —  take  note!  We  are  all  stricken  with 
dyspareunia,  which  is  a  refusal  to  be  defined  by 
men.  Sheila  Jeffreys  has  written  the  history  of  the 
insidious  effects  on  all  women  of  accepting  men's 
definitions  of  their  sexuality;  above  all,  of  the 
fatal  effect  on  lesbians. 

Lesbians  today  have  made  their  declaration  of 
sexual  independence,  but  Jeffreys's  book  re- 
minds us  that  patriarchal  hostility  to  lesbians  is  as 
strong  now  as  it  was  in  the  period  she  describes  so 
thoroughly.  The  book  serves  as  a  warning,  a  call 
to  action  and  resistance. 

Dyspareunia  forever!  • 

Mary  Meigs  is  the  author  of  Lily  Briscoe:  A  Self- 
portrait  and  The  Medusa  Head.  She  is  working  on  a 
new  boolc,  to  be  called  The  Box  Closet. 


PSYCHOLOGY 


Finding  a  therapist  when  sexual  preference  isn  7  one  of  the  things  you  want  to  change 

Therapy  without  angst 


A  Guide  to  Psychotherapy  with  Gay  and  Lesbi- 
an Clients  edited  by  John  C  Gonsiorek.  Har- 
rington Park  Press  (Binghamton,  NY),  1985. 
$8.95  (US). 

The  Lavender  Couch  A  Consumer's  Guide  to 
Psychotherapy  for  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 
Alyson  Publications  (Boston,  MA),  1985. 
$7.95  (US) 

Jim  Leahy  • 

I  first  heard  of  a  possible  "cure"  for  homo- 
sexuality when  1  was  a  teenager:  news  stories 
about  "aversion  therapy,"  a  process  by  which  a 
therapist  showed  a  male  patient  pictures  of  naked 
men,  accompanied  by  electrical  shocks  or  a  drug 
to  make  him  vomit.  Then,  pictures  of  naked 
women  —  sans  shock,  sans  throwing  up.  This 
was  supposed  to  cure  him.  All  I  can  recall  about 
my  reaction  to  such  stories  was  a  fear  that  it 
would  happen  to  me,  and  a  fascination  with  those 
pictures  of  naked  men. 

Years  later,  I  needed  a  therapist  because  I  was 
in  emotional  and  physical  pain.  I  didn't  want  to 
just  talk  —  1  wanted  physical  release  as  well.  I 
had  already  tried  a  traditional  psychiatrist  who 
had  an  apparently  neutral  attitude  toward  homo- 
sexuality, but  he  cost  a  fortune  and  recommend- 
ed five  sessions  a  week  (surely  I  couldn't  be  that 
sick!).  Finally,  a  friend  referred  me  to  a  massage 
therapist,  who  was  equipped  to  deal  with  the 
emotional  blockages  behind  physical  tension. 

He  was  a  young  immigrant,  rough  around  the 
edges,  with  a  thick  accent  and  dark,  Svengali- 
brown  eyes.  At  our  first  meeting  he  laid  his  biases 
on  the  table:  gay  people  could  and  should  be 
"cured' '  to  achieve  what  he  called ' '  balance," al- 
though he  was  "tolerant"  of  homosexuals.  He 
also  believed  in  the  teachings  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, which  was  the  foundation  of  his  religion. 
At  the  beginning  I  felt  a  weak,  inchoate  feeling  of 
rebellion,  but  mostly  conftision,  helplessness. 

For  my  sessions  he  used  hypnotherapy.  A  will- 
ing pupil,  I  loved  going  under.  I  remember  the 
noise  of  the  traffic  outside,  the  sounds  from  the 
other  offices  and  apartments,  my  self-conscious- 
ness (how  can  you  let  out  a  primal  scream  when 
you  can  hear  the  neighbors  across  the  hall  listen- 
ing to  Family  Feudl).  1  could  hear  his  thick  ac- 
cent pouring  into  my  right  ear.  He  knew  I  was  un- 
happy with  one-night  stands,  whispering  that  be- 
ing gay  was  the  cause  of  my  dissatisfaction  and 
using  AIDS  to  fuel  this  dissatisfaction.  Even  un- 
der hypnosis,  I  could  analyze  what  he  was  saying, 
yet,  only  a  few  days  later  could  I  think  of  argu- 
ments to  refute  his. 

He  was  interested  in  my  few  heterosexual  ex- 
periences and  was  eager  for  me  to  explore  that  as- 
pect of  my  sexuality  (which  1  never  did).  Several 
times  he  dropped  broad  hints  about  prostitutes. 
Often  I  would  leave  his  office,  ready  and  willing 
to  meet  a  woman,  only  to  wind  up  at  home 
watching  TV ,  distracted  by  all  those  bare-chested 
sailors  in  South  Pacific. 

I  started  to  become  defensive  about  what  I 
thought  were  his  "diabolical"  attempts  to  con- 
vert me.  1  think  these  fantasies  said  more  about 
me  than  about  him.  Then  one  day,  after  a  par- 
ticularly difficult  session,  I  burst  out  with  a  lot  of 


pent-up,  hostile  energy  directed  toward  him.  Af- 
ter that,  I  gradually  felt  less  of  a  need  for  therapy 
and  finally  stopped  going,  saying  to  myself  that  I 
wanted  to  live  my  life,  not  study  it.  The  more  in- 
dependent I  became  the  more  I  felt  a  need  to 

''The  general 
consensus  is  that 
homophobia,  not 
homosexuality,  is  the 
real  problem  to  be 
faced  in  gay 
psychotherapy." 

assert  my  gay  identity.  I  started  to  read  lots  of  gay 
writings,  volunteered  for  gay  community  or- 
ganizations, and  went  to  bars  with  a  positive  at- 
titude about  myself  and  the  other  gay  men  there. 

Why  did  I  stay  with  this  therapist  for  just  over  a 
year?  I  feel  embarrassed  to  admit  in  this  journal 
that  I  put  up  with  his  homophobia,  but  I  think  the 
experience  strengthened  me.  It  came  at  the  right 
time  too:  eariier  in  my  life,  I  might  have  swallow- 
ed his  theories  whole  and  delayed  the  integration 
process  even  longer,  if  not  permanently.  In  the 
end  I  came  to  accept  my  gay  identity  —  but  not 
without  a  fight.  In  doing  so,  it  was  like  acting  out 
a  life  in  microcosm  —  from  confusion,  the  per- 
ception of  outside  resistance,  to  rebellion  and 
self-assertion,  and  finally  to  acceptance. 

My  therapist,  I  believe,  was  caring,  intelligent 
and  rational  (despite  his  Old  Testament  views  of 
homosexuality),  but  incredibly  ignorant  of  gay 
people.  We  did  .some  good  work  in  therapy,  in  ar- 
eas that  had  nothing  to  do  with  my  homosexuali- 
ty. And  I  think  this  is  a  major  issue  in  the  topic  of 


psychotherapy  for  gays  and  lesbians.  Very  often, 
the  fact  that  we  are  unhappy  a«fif  gay  becomes  a 
cause-and-effect  dynamic  in  treatment.  Not  only 
the  therapist,  but  the  client  as  well  may  put  too 
much  emphasis  on  his/her  sexuality,  obscuring 
the  fact  that  there  are  problems  to  be  dealt  with 
that  are  common  to  straights  and  gays. 

• 
In  the  10  years  since  the  American  Psychiatric 
Association  depathologized  homosexuality,  the 
incidence  of  aversion  therapy  to  "cure"  lesbians 
and  gay  men  has,  mercifully,  decreased.  That  is 
not  to  say  all  forms  of  anti-homosexual  therapy 
have  disappeared.  Even  today,  some  contend  (as 
I  did)  with  therapists  who  are  ignorant  of  or  hos- 
tile to  gay  consciousness  and  who  may  only  end 
up  imposing  their  own  heterosexual,  patriarchal 
values  on  gay  clients.  Stories  of  gay  clients  who 
have  spent  thousands  of  dollars  and  hundreds  of 
hours  listening  to  their  therapist  deny  their  right 
to  their  own  sexual  identity  are  still  not  unusual. 

As  the  foreword  to  a  recent  study  on  gay  psy- 
cotherapy  mentions,  almost  all  serious  scholarly 
work  on  the  subject  of  homosexuality  has  been 
done  in  the  past  10  years.  The  fruit  of  this  work 
has  been  the  recent  appearance  of  a  number  of 
books  on  the  topic  that  may  help  answer  a  lot  of 
questions  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  are 
thinking  of  entering  therapy  and  that  could  save 
them  a  lot  of  time,  money  and  unhappiness.  For 
example:  should  you  be  concerned  if  the  ther- 
apist you  choose  is  gay?  Should  you  confront  the 
therapist  right  off  to  find  out  about  his/her  views 
on  homosexuality? 

The  Lavender  Couch,  by  Dr  Mami  Hall,  fills 
the  need  for  a  general,  supportive  handbook  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men  who  arc  looking  for  a  thera- 
pist. The  book  begins  with  a  general  survey  of 


how  traditional  psychotherapy  has  treated  ho- 
mosexuality (there  are  horror  stories  to  which  we 
can  all  add  our  own)  and  how  the  therapeutic  es- 
tablishment is  changing.  Hall  brings  up  the  fun- 
damental issue  of  whether  it  is  important  for  a 
gay  client's  therapist  to  be  gay  him/herself  or  at 
least  gay-positive.  Her  conclusion  is  that,  at  least 
today,  there  is  a  choice.  Lesbians,  she  says,  face  a 
double  threat  in  their  search  for  effective  psycho- 
therapy —  male  therapists  who  may  be  misogy- 
nist as  well  as  homophobic. 

The  book  offers  a  (necessarily?)  superficial 
survey  of  current  therapeutic  techniques,  in- 
clliding  a  chapter  on  individual,  group  and  cou- 
ple therapy.  The  author  also  covers  the  nuts  and 
bolts  of  therapy:  how  to  find  therapists,  what  to 
expect  at  the  first  therapy  session,  evaluating  a 
therapist's  background  and  training,  how  to 
handle  difficulties  that  come  up  in  therapy,  and 
how  to  test  for  a  therapist's  attitude  to  gay  clients. 

The  Lavender  Couch  calls  itself  a  consumer's 
guide,  so  do  not  expect  much  depth.  Padded  out 
to  its  199  pages  with  wide  margins  and  large  type, 
the  book  devotes  too  much  space  to  such  things  as 
the  importance  of  a  therapist's  office  design  and 
furniture.  You  would  be  better  advised  to  consult 
your  local  gay  community  hotline  or  counselling 
service  for  information  on  referrals,  medical  cov- 
erage and  related  issues  and  save  $1 1 .50  (Cdn). 
The  book  is  best  when  describing  other  people's 
experiences  in  therapy:  these  are  case  stories  of 
people  who  didn't  begin  to  experience  happiness, 
relaxation  and  self-acceptance  until  they  ac- 
cepted their  own  sexuality.  Those  approaching 
coming  out  and  self-awareness  cautiously  —  per- 
haps fearfully  —  may  find  The  Lavender  Couch 
the  perfect  vehicle  to  take  those  first,  tentative 
steps. 

A  Guide  to  Psychotherapy  with  Gay  and  Les- 
bian Clients,  edited  by  John  C  Gonsibrek,  is  a 
collection  of  scholady  papers  on  different  aspects 
of  gay  psychology,  written  by  doctors,  psychol- 
ogists and  academics,  many  of  whom  are  gay 
themselves.  Topics  include:  sexual  orientation  of 
the  therapist  and  therapeutic  effectiveness  with 
gay  clients,  developmental  stages  of  the  coming- 
out  process,  the  opportunities  and  challenges  for 
lesbian  clients  and  therapists  working  together. 
There  are  chapters  on  therapy  for  couples,  on 
bisexual  and  gay  men  in  heterosexual  marriage, 
and  a  paper  on  males  as  sexual  assault  victims. 

This  book  is  required  reading  for  therapists 
who  have  gay  or  lesbian  clients  (that  means  all 
therapists),  and  for  all  lesbian  and  gay  men  as 
well  (the  scholariy  and  scientific  language  not- 
withstanding). Each  of  us  will  see  ourselves  or  a 
lover  or  friend  in  the  case  studies  in  this  collec- 
tion. Just  reading  some  of  these  chapters  could  be 
as  therapeutic  as  a  session  with  a  counsellor  and 
is  much  more  useful  than  The  Lavender  Couch 
in  the  way  it  raises  your  consciousness  at  the 
same  time  that  it  informs  you. 

The  general  consensus  that  these  papers  reach 
is  that  it  is  homophobia,  not  homosexuality,  that 
is  the  real  problem  to  be  faced  in  gay  psychother- 
apy. One  of  the  more  interesting  papers  in  the 
volume  is  Alan  K  Malyon's  "Psychotherapeutic 
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continued  from  page  33 
implications  of  internalized  homophobia  in  gay 
men."  After  a  brief  analysis  of  how  internalized 
homophobia  originates,  Malyon  lists  four  stages 
or  guidelines  for  psychotherapy  with  gay  clients. 
The  aims  of  gay-affirmative  therapy,  he  says,  are 
conflict-resolution  and  self-actualization  —  in 
short,  to  correct  in  the  patient's  mind  the  negative 
programming  he/she  has  received  from  society. 

Malyon  recommends  that  clinicians  indicate 
to  their  clients  their  "therapeutic  bias"  with  re- 
spect to  homosexuality  and  discuss  how  this  bias 
may  influence  therapy.  In  some  cases,  the  thera- 
pist may  be  gay;  disclosing  this  to  a  patient  may 
provide  him/her  with  a  valuable  role-model. 
However,  eariy  disclosure  may  be  damaging  if 
the  client  has  not  yet  come  out  or  has  conflicts  re- 
garding his/her  homosexual  feelings. 

Barbara  McCandlish,  writing  on  therapeutic 
issues  with  lesbian  couples,  identifies  problem 
areas  in  the  therapy  process: 

Lesbian  therapists  who  have  affirmed  same- 
sex  relationships  usually  are  able  openly  to 
support  lesbian  couples.  Traditional  hetero- 
sexual therapists,  however,  may  feel  uncom- 
fortable with  the  couple's  closeness  and  view  it 
as  immature  and  pathological. 

Heterosexual  therapists  who  are  feminists 
or  belong  to  a  minority  culture  are  apt  to  have 
less  trouble  being  empathic,  for  both  are  likely 
to  be  familiar  with  the  experience  of  being  sec- 
ond-class citizens. 

McCandlish  says  that  feminist  heterosexual  ther- 
apists may  err  by  romanticizing  a  couple's  honest 
and  open  relationship  and  lesbian  therapists  may 
also  idealize  the  relationship,  "overidentifying 
with  the  couple,  and  becoming  invested  in  the 
therapy  outcome." 

In  "Sexual  orientation  of  the  therapist  and 
therapeutic  effectiveness  with  gay  clients,"  Mar- 
tin Rochlin  mentions  an  experience  I'm  sure 
many  gay  men  and  lesbians  who  have  been  in 
therapy  have  confronted  —  the  amount  of  time 
they  spend  educating  their  uninformed  therapists 
about  gay  consciousness  and  life  styles. 

To  conclude  with  Malyon,  a  statement  of  what 
gay-affirmative  psychotherapy  strives  for: 

It  represents  a  special  range  of  psychological 
knowledge  which  challenges  the  traditional 
view  that  homosexual  desire  and  fixed 
homosexual  orientations  are  pathological.... 
This  approach  regards  homophobia,  as  op- 
posed to  homosexuality,  as  a  major 
pathological  variable  in  the  development  of 
certain  symptomatic  conditions  among  gay 
men. 

• 
My  favourite  story  about  gay  "cures"  is  in  CA 
Tripp's  The  Homosexual  Matrix.  It  concerns  a 
man  who  had  phoned  the  famous  sex  researcher, 
Kinsey,  to  relate  how  his  homosexuality  had 
been  changed  by  therapy.  "The  man  explained 
that  he  had  once  been  a  very  active  homosexual 
but  that,  thanks  to  therapy,  i  have  now  cut  out 
all  of  that  and  don't  even  think  of  men  —  except 
when  I  masturbate.'  "• 

Readers  are  referred  to  tuv  other  recent  publications 
on  the  topic:  Innovations  in  Psychotherapy  with  Ho- 
mosexuals 11984)  edited  by  Emery  SHetricic  and  Terry 
S  Stein  (Washington  DC:  American  Psychiatric 
Press)  and  Psyvhiatric  Implications  of  Acquired  Im- 
mune Deficiency  Syndrome  11984)  edited  by  Stuart  E 
Nichols  and  David  G  Oslrow  (Washington  DC:  A  m- 
erican  Psychiatric  Press). 


LIVES 


Isherwood  drew  strength  from  rebellion  against  the  ''heterosexual  dictatorship*' 

Voyage  to  his  queer  self 


There  is  a  feeling  that  radiates  from  the 
portraits  of  the  late  British-bom  gay 
author  Christopher  Isherwood  that  is  redolent  of 
a  great  strength  that  comes  only  from  surviving. 
There  is  the  massive  forehead,  the  strong  set  to 
the  mouth,  the  hard  fine  of  the  jaw.  I  have  seen 
such  strengths  in  paintings  of  old  Puritans  hang- 
ing on  the  walls  of  sturdy,  weather-beaten  New 
England  houses.  And  yet,  there  is  about  his  eyes, 
a  sort  of  gende,  amused  calm  that  comes  from  liv- 
ing triumphantiy  through  many  wars  and  finally 
coming  to  victory. 

**(lsherwood  found)  new 

dimensions  of  gay  life 

that  would  deepen  in  his 

understanding  as  he 

grew  olden'' 


Where  most  of  us  who  are  gay  struggle  on 
ground  chosen  by  others,  Isherwood,  like  many 
great  men  in  history,  chose  his  field  and  refused 
to  accept  life  on  any  terms  except  his  own.  In  one 
of  his  novels,  Christopher  and  His  Kind,  really 
an  autobiography,  he  wrote,  "My  will  is  to  live 


according  to  my  nature."  By  this,  Isherwood 
meant  according  to  his  essence  which  informed 
his  entire  existence  of  which  his  art  was  a  physical 
expression  —  that  he  was  gay. 

The  fact  the  Isherwood  was  a  contemporary, 
dying  only  recently,  makes  the  historian's  task  in 
dealing  with  him  an  uncomfortable  one.  We  are 
denied  the  perspective  provided  by  time.  Was  he 
"the  hope  of  English  fiction?,"  as  Somerset 
Maugham  described  him?  Was  he  an  avatar  in 
gay  history?  It  would  be  historical  presumption 
at  this  point  to  try  and  answer  these  and  many 
other  questions. 

Yet  what  we  can  say  is  that  in  Isherwood  we 
have  the  brilliant,  articulate  man  who  was  in  re- 
volt, not  against  his  gayness  but  against  those 
who  would  force  him  into  rebellion  against  him- 
self. Isherwood,  the  gay  man  and  artist  refused  to 
accept  the  will  of  the  majority  as  some  sort  of 
standard  for  his  life.  That  would  be,  he  wrote, 
"my  death."  Refusing  that,  he  lived,  worked  and 
stood  in  battle  against  what  he  called  "the  hetero- 
sexual dictatorship." 

He  was  bom  on  August  26, 1904,  to  a  family 
the  English  squirarchy .  His  father  was  in  the  mili- 
tary and  died  in  Worid  War  I.  He  attended  pri- 
vate school  at  Repton  and  then  went  up  to  Cam- 


Isherwood  In  1946.  "The  hope  of  English  fiction"? 


bridge.  At  Repton,  he  tells  us,  he  fell  in  love  with 
many  boys,  but  at  the  university  he  "finally  went 
to  bed  with  one." 

Following  the  war,  he  went  to  live  in  Berlin, 
then  the  gay  mecca  of  Europe.  He  did  not  go  to 
search  for  himself  but  to  embark  on  a  voyage  of 
discovery  to  find  new  facets  of  the  gay  who  he 
was.  What  he  found  in  bars  like  the  Cosy  Comer 
were  boys,  boys,  an  infinite  number  of  boys; 
youthful  refugees  from  broken  empires,  hustlers, 
blonds  who  came  to  him,  as  he  said,  like  invaders 
come,  to  conquer  and  to  rape.  There  were  one- 
night  stands  from  which,  he  maintained,  there  was 
much  to  learn  and  there  was  Bubi  and  Otto  and 
Heinz  who  taught  him  much  also  —  and  lasted  a 
little  longer.  In  the  German  capital  he  tasted  the 
first  savour  of  gay  life  in  dim-lit  bars,  run-down 
apartments,  and  beds  made  sweaty  by  muscled 
thighs  and  loins  exploding  with  sexuality. 

But  beyond  the  differing  aspects  of  the  gay 
"self,"  he  found  more  —  new  dimensions  of  gay 
life  that  would  deepen  in  his  understanding  as  he 
grew  older.  These  were  of  the  gay  man  doomed 
by  his  nature  to  be  the  perpetual  outsider;  the 
alienation  and  loneliness  and  the  suffering.  Out 
of  this,  he  would  write  of  the  gay  man  standing 
alone  with  no  home,  no  country.  Of  the  man  who 
must  realize  that  whereas  a  person  who  is  bom 
Black  or  Jewish  can  share  this  with  their  family, 
he  is  unique  and  hence,  alone.  This  is,  paradoxic- 
ally, the  common  bond  among  gays.  Isherwood 
first  accepts  this  and  then  asserts  it. 

As  war  hovered  on  the  horizon,  he  left  Europe 
to  go  with  his  friend  the  poet  W  H  Auden,  first  to 
the  Far  East  and  then  to  America  which  both 
would  make  their  permanent  home;  Auden  in 
New  York  with  his  lover  Chester  Kallman  and 
Isherwood  in  Los  Angeles.  He  was  about  to  enter 
the  finest  period  of  his  life  as  a  gay  writer,  a  fact 
that  according  to  biographers  Paul  Piazza  and 
Jonathan  Fryer,  he  attributed  to  Don  Bachardy. 

In  conversations  with  Auden  and  others,  Ish- 
erwood had  often  spoken  of  his  search  for  the 
"ideal  companion."  In  1938  he  had  told  writer 
George  Davis  that  "he"  would  be  an  intelligent 
18  year  old,  blond,  with  sexy  legs.  Bachardy, 
whom  Isherwood,  then  47,  met  in  1953,  fit  the 
description  exactly  —  perhaps  even  including  the 
legs.  Friends  reacted  with  consternation  and  dis- 
may. It  could  never  last.  It  was  no  good  for  either 
of  them  —  and  on  and  on.  Is  there  no  relationship, 
I  wonder,  without  its  plague  of  Job's  friends?  It 
lasted  for  more  than  30  years  and  released  in  both 
creative  energies  which  complimented  each  other 
and  gave  needed  balance  to  the  relationship. 

In  the  last  decades,  Isherwood's  writing  be- 
came, if  anything,  more  affirmatively  gay  yet 
avoided  the  Strum  und  Drang  which  he  believed 
pervaded  much  of  gay  fiction.  He  might  still  be- 
lieve that  gays  were  condemned  to  alienation,  but 
he  could  no  longer  say  that  he,  as  a  gay  man  —  or 
"queer"  to  use  the  harsher  term  he  preferred  — 
had  no  place.  He  had  a  home,  a  country,  an  ideal 
companion  and  if  he  was  still  in  rebellion,  as  he 
always  would  be,  that  very  fact  allowed  him  life. 
It  is  because  of  this  that  he  takes  his  place  in  our 
history  as  a  man  who  showed  us  that  if  the  only 
object  of  revolt  is  ourselves,  it  is  nothing  but  self- 
hatred.  However,  to  be  in  rebellion/orone's  self, 
as  Isherwood  was,  is  strength,  pride  and  life. 

Terry  Boughner% 
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QUICK. 

Name  Gay  Amerioa's 
Best  Kept  Secret. 


Pittsburgh! 


Theres  a  lot  to  enjoy  in  the  Thiee  Rivers  area  named 
Amniica's  most  livable  city  by  Rand  McNally's  "Places  Rated 
Almanac'"  The  burgeoning  and  diverse  gay  community  in 
Pittsburgh  is  a  pleasant  surprise  to  most  visitors  as  well' 

To  find  out  more  about  gay  Pittsburgh  and  what  Ihe  region 
has  to  oiler,  send  $3  lor  a  "Pittsburgh  Pak"  consisting  of  a 
current  copy  of  Out."  the  local  60-page  gay  newspaper 
which  contains  a  map  keyed  to  over  30  places  ol  gay  interest . 
a  full  color  biochuie.  and  a  28-page  calendar  highlighting 
most  local  gay  hais  Mail  to:  OPC.  Inc..  640  Allenby  Ave.. 
Pittsburgh.  PA  f5218. 

NAME 

ADDRESS  


CITY. 


STAIE ZIP. 


Complete  Renovating 

&  Custom  Restoration 

Interior  &  Exterior 

•Plans 


•  Consulting 

•  Appraisals  for 
^^    buying  or  selling 

All  phases  of 
contracting 


AESTHETERA 


■■>^ 


Well  recommended  with 
many  projects  completed 

Residential  •  Commercial  •  Industrial 

John  B,  Scythes  Enterprises 

532-1504 
John  or  Bob 


IN  PRINT 

English  and  North  American  magazines  look 
different.  And  it's  not  just  that  London's  Gay 
News  looked  like  a  page  of  the  Daily  Mirror, 
whereas  7"Ae/1</vocfl/eisasuccessful  imitation  of 
the  mail  order  catalogue  of  any  department 
store.  The  real  differences  are  beyond  both  ver- 
sions of  commercial  success. 

In  England  there  is  now  no  equivalent  of  the 
serious  newspaper  journalism  of  Boston's  Gay 


Lesbian  <i  Gay  Youth  Magazine  (40p  per  issue 
from,  LGYM,  BM  GYM,  London  WCIN  3XX, 
England)  is  produced  by  the  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Youth  Movement  (no  "adults"  or  Youth  Wor- 
kers). It's  a  fanzine  type  of  magazine:  fun  and 
political.  Probably  the  most  radical  gay  and  les- 
bian magazine  ever.  It  reprints  newspaper  stories 
(most  are  so  sickening  they  don't  need  any  com- 
ment). The  Winter  1985-6  issue  has  a  satirical 
comment  on  Supplementary  Benefits  and  Stran- 
ger Danger  publkations.  "If  a  policeman  offers 
you  sweets  or  money.  Say  no." 


Community  News,  or  the  single-issue  advocacy 
of  New  York  Native.  This  is  also  the  case  for  Ger- 
many, where  there  is  no  serious  national  gay 
newspaper. 

What  has  happened  in  England  is  rather  inter- 
esting. Instead  of  a  British  gay  paper  there  are 
flourishing  magazines  in  Scotland  and  Ireland 
(where  the  old  Gay  News  was  banned  anyway). 
And  there  are  interesting  specialized  magazines. 
This  trend  to  local  and  diversified  magazines  is 
quite  remarkable. 

^/-^^^//(/^(subscription  4.60p  from, 
LBG(12),  BM  BI,  London  WCIN  3XX,  England) 
comes  out  bi-monthly.  The  December/January 
issue  is  20  pages  of  articles  and  reviews.  Much  of 
the  material  is  drawn  from  the  gay  movement. 
The  main  feature  is  an  interview  with  Peter  Tat- 
chell  who  was  "hounded  to  defeat  in  his  electorial 
campaign  in  Bermondsey  in  1983  by  the  gutter 
press."  He  discusses  the  gutter  press,  the  Labour 
Party  (which  he  supports),  and  AIDS  in  Britain. 
The  magazine  makes  its  case  for  bi-sexuality  in 
an  interesting  way. 


POEM 


Cairn  Communion 

Ya  do  wha?  Ya  write  ... 
So  maybe  I've  seen  ya,  huh? 
T.V.  —  magazines  — 

Ya  write  wha?  Poems? 
Shit  no,  neva  read  that  crap  — 
Sure,  I  know!  Like  songs  — 

Ya  rime  words  —  real  sweet  — 
Like  lick  with  dick  —  suck,  fuck  —  an'  — 
Poet  with  fag...  Right? 

EO  Dorian  • 

EO  Dorian,  inventor  of  the  "cairn"  poetic  form  (see 
TBP.  December  1985)  lives  in  Kirkland.  Washington. 


5^wflr^/'e^(subscription  £5  from,  BM  Square 
Peg,  London  WCIN  3XX,  England)  is  a  journal 
for  contemporary  perverts.  Issue  1 1  includes  a 
brief  commentary  on  a  television  interview  with 
Genet,  and  writing  by  the  women  of  Square  Peg 
about  their  feelings  towards  men  ("I  generally 
mistrust  and  dishke  men...").  There  is  commen- 
tary about  "My  Beautiful  Launderette"  and 
"Dynasty."  There  is  a  suggestion  that  maybe  les- 
bian pom  (by  lesbians)  is  okay.  There  are  images 
and  there's  several  pieces  of  imaginative  writing. 
It's  hard  to  think  of  anything  so  utteriy  different 
from  Christopher  Street. 

About  half  of  issue  no.23  of  TLK  (Teaching 
London  Kids)  is  about  lesbian  and  gay  teachers 
and  curriculum.  You  can  get  a  copy  by  sending  £  1 
50p  to  TLK,  20  Durham  Road,  London  SW20, 
England .  AlanO  'Connor  • 


OUR   ERROR 


In  the  process  of  production,  an  entire  line  was 
left  out  o/Michele  Belling 's  rex'iew  of  J  ill  John- 
ston 's  Paper  Daughter,  which  appeared  in  our 
January  issue.  Sorry  for  the  confusion.  Michele. 
The  paragraph  should  have  read  as  follows: 

"Topping  that,  Johnston  plays  the  role  of  writer's 
writer  to  the  hilt.  Because  writing  was  intrinsic  to 
her  psychological  development,  indeed  her  rai- 
son  d'etre,  she  reviews  her  reviews,  quoting  lib- 
eniUy  from  herself  to  explain  her  work's  evolu- 
tion: an  act  of  Nabokovian  perversity.  Chrono- 
logically Paper  Daughter  coincides  with  most  of 
Marmalade  Me,  her  first  collection  of  columns, 
and  is  the  critical  companion  to  that  book. 
Which  puts  me  in  the  position  of  a  critic  critici- 
zing a  critic's  criticism  of  her  own  criticism.  I 
think  I'll  pass."  • 
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Welcome  to  The  Body  Politic  Classifieds  —  gay  people  making  contact 
with  each  other  across  Canada  and  beyond. 
It's  a  bargain.  Personal  ads  are  just  40C  a  word,  with  a  minimum 
charge  of  $8.00.  Business  ads  (those  placed  for  any  profit-making  ser- 
vice) are  75c  per  word;  $15.00  minimum  —  or  call  our  advertising 
manager  at  (416)  364-6320  and  ask  about  reasonable  rates  for  display  ads. 
You  can  be  bold,  stand  out,  or  be  a  grabber!  For  a  small  additional  charge,  you  can  really  call  atten- 
tion to  your  ad  with  one  of  our  special  headings: 

BOLD:  27  CHARACTERS.  MAXIMUM.  ONLY  SS.OO. 

STANDOUT:  20  CHARACTERS,  MAXIMUM.  AN  ADDITIONAL  $10.00. 

GRABBER!  15  CHARACTERS.  LEAP  OFF  THE  PAGE  FOR  $15.00! 

You  save  if  you  repeat  your  ad.  Run  your  message  twice,  and  you  save  15%.  Three  or  four  insertions 
save  you  20%;  five  to  nine  25%;  and  if  your  ad  runs  ten  or  more  times,  you  save  30%! 
And  you  save  if  you  subscribe.  5ofi(vPo//7/f  subscribers  can  deduct  $2  from  thecost  of  their  ads.  And 
if  you  don't  have  a  subscription  yet,  you  can  order  one  on  the  form  below  —  and  still  get  $2  off. 
We'll  forward  your  responses.  If  you  don't  want  your  address  or  phone  number  to  appear  in  your 
ad,  we'll  assign  a  drawer  number  people  can  mail  to  at  The  Body  Politic.  We'll  forward  your  responses 
to  you  twice  a  week  in  a  plain  envelope.  This  service  costs  an  extra  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 
Conditions.  All  ads  must  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or  charge  card,  and  mailed  to  ar- 
rive by  the  advertising  deadline  given  below.  Late  ads  will  be  held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless 
you  instruct  us  otherwise.  Ad  replies  sent  to  a  drawer  number  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 
Some  rules:  Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  party  is  under  2 1  years  of  age,  or  if  more  than  two  people  are 
involved,  regardless  of  their  ages.  Please  word  your  ad  accordingly.  The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code 
prohibits  specifications  based  on  race,  age  or  sex  in  any  ad  offering  employment.  Personal  ads  offering 
scenarios  that  might  reasonably  be  read  as  racially  or  otheivise  abusive  or  stereotypical  must  clearly 
indicate  that  what  is  being  requested  is  mutually  consensual  sexual  play  and  not  relations  of  genuine 
subservience,  such  as  employment.  We  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  or  alter  any  ad. 


•  CLASSIFIEDS* 


Remember,  too,  that  your  ad  is  reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it's  smart  to  be 
positive  about  yourself  and  to  avoid  inadvertently  insulting  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no 
blacks"  or  "no  fats  or  ferns." 

How  to  place  an  ad:  Just  fill  in  the  form  below.  Choose  a  Bold,  Standout  or  Grabber  heading  if  you 
want,  then  write  the  rest  of  your  message  in  the  boxes  below,  one  word  per  box.  Telephone  numbers 
count  as  one  word,  as  do  postal  codes.  The  amount  in  the  last  box  that  you  write  in  is  the  basic  cost  of 
your  ad.  Then,  calculate  your  total  cost:  add  charges  for  a  special  head  or  our  forwarding  service  if 
you've  chosen  them,  and  deduct  discounts  if  you  run  your  ad  more  than  once,  or  if  you  subscribe. 

Mail  your  ad  along  with  payment  or  charge  information  to  us  at:  IBP  ClassiHeds,  Box  7289,  Sin  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9.  Or  you  can  place  your  ad  by  phone:  figure  out  what  you  want  to  say,  get  out 
your  charge  card  and  call  us  at  (416)  364-6320.  Ask  for  the  person  in  charge  of  classified  ads. 

■  ^^^^^■■■.^^^■■■B^^a-     How  to  answer  an  ad:  It's  easy  — and  it's  free. 


^m      A  _l  *      X.       ^P*!  W%       -1        v«i*^*«  I  •^^        I  I     Put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and  address  it  as 

Get  my  ad  into  The  Body  Politic  s  classifieds.  I  hownbdow 


My  heading  is 

► 

GRABBER! 

Maximum  15  characters 

STANDOUT 

Maximum  20  characters 

My  text  is 

BOLD 

▼ 

Maximum  27  characters 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8,00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

sg.oo 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

sg.oo 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

S8.00 

$8.00 

$8.40 

$8.80 

$9.20 

$9.60 

SIO.OO 

$10.40 

$10.80 

$11.20 

S1I.60 

$12.00 

SI2.40 

$12.80 

$13.20 

$13.60 

$14.00 

$14.40 

SI4.gO 

$15.20 

$IS.«0 

$16.00 

$16.40 

$16.80 

SI7.20 

$17.60 

$18.00 

$18.40 

$18.80 

$19.20 

SI9.60 

$20.00 

$20.40 

$20.80 

$21.20 

$21.60 

$22.00 

$22.40 

$22.80 

$23.20 

$23.60 

$24.00 

More  to  say?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  at  a  cost  of  40<  per  word  (75C  per  word  for  business  ads). 


Basic  cost  S_ 


.limes. 


.number  of  runs: 


Special  heading 

Crabber  ($  1 5 .00  X  numl)er  _ 
Standout  (S  10.00  X  number  _ 
Bold  (SS.OOx  number 


_  of  runs): 
_  of  runs): 


.of  runs): 


Total  cost  before  discounts: 
Discounts 

2njns.  Deduct  15^ 

3-4  runs.  Deduct  20«?» 

5-9  runs.  Deduct  25"^ 

10- 1 2  runs.  Deduct  30% 
^'.  I  am  a  subscriber.  I  can  deduct  $2.00 
-.  I'mgoingtosubsfribe  now.  Deduct  $2.00 

Forwarding  Service 

Please  assign  a  drawer  number  and  forward  replies. 
I  enclose  S4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 

Subscribe! 

r_  I  want  to  subscribe. 
(Add  subscription  cost  to  subtotal) 


.J 

.J 

.J 

.J              2.00 

-J               2.00 

Subtotal  $ 

Subtotal  $, 

n  Canada  $        24.95  CN 

ninternational  J        24.95  US 

DEADLINE  FOR  THE  MAY  ISSUE: 
5  PM,  WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  9 

DEADLINE  FOR  THE  JUNE  ISSUE: 
5  PM,  WEDNESDAY,  MAY  7 


Name: 
Address: 
City:    _ 


Prov/Sute: 


.Code: 


Total  payment  S^ 


Clip  this  form  and  mail  it  with 

your  payment  to:  TBP  Classifleds,  Box  7219,  Sution  A.  Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9. 


t 


My  cheque/money  order  is  enclosed. 
Charge  my     '    Visa         Mastercharge 

Card  number  

Expiry  date: 


.  Signature: 


O2BPC04« 


Drawer TBP  Classifieds 

Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON 
MSWIX9 


D 

Affix 

sufficient 

poJttje 


Make  sure  to  write  the  drawer  number  on  the 
outside  of  the  envelope  —  this  is  our  cue  to  for- 
ward your  letter  without  opening  it. 


Order  by 
phone! 

It*s  easy:  Just  figure  out 

what  you  want  to  say, 

write  it  down,  get  out 

your  charge  card  and  call 

(416)  364-6320 

any  time  between  1 1  am 

and  5  pm,  Monday 

through  Friday.  Just  tell 

us  you*d  like  to  place  a 

classified  ad,  and  we'll 

take  your  message  and 

your  charge  card 

number.  Payment  by 

Visa  or  Mastercard  only. 
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^^^^^^^W~ 

i 

in 

M^ 

t/aT^^^^I 

^^^B   '         J^' 

^^^SB^^^^I 

When  you  go  on  vacation... 
your  obligations  don't! 

HOUSESITTERSu. 

Toronto  and  Area  591-1295 
Niagara  Region  685-3835 

•  House  sitting  (live-in  or  daily  visits)  •  On  going 

cleaning  services  available  •  Fully  banded 

•  Dependable  •  Insured  •  Inexpensive  •  Personalized 

Service  •  We  accept  ma|or  credit  cards 

DR.I.vonUCHTENBERG,  Ph.D. 

STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL 


MARITAL  AND  SEXUAL  THERAPY 
CRISIS  AND  STRESS  MANAGEMENT 

562  PARLIAMENT  STREET 

TORONTO,  CANADA  M4X  1P8 

(416)  922-2996 


Robert  G.  Coates 

B.  Sc,  LL.  B. 
Barrister  &  Solicitor 


70  Dundas  Street  East 

Toronto,  Ontario  MSB  1C7 

598-4922 


Canada's  oldest  penpal 
club  for  gay  men. 

Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


GAV 
fllATCI 


P.O.  Box  3043b.  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


Lively, 
Friendly,  Help[^l 
with  Good  Music 


l^lffen 


once 


muffn^^uffs 

SMOKE  SHOP 

111  Clarence  St. 

NEAR  DALHOUSIE 

OTTAWA 

233-0067 

Friday,  Saturday  open  till  2  a.m. 
Sunday  to  Thursday  8  to  12 

Largest  Selection  of  Magazine  In  the  City 

•  Greeting  Cards  •  Bus  Ticket  &  Pass 

•  Stamps  •  Loto  •  Single  Cigars 

•  Cigarettes  •  Adult  Toys  •  Jokes 

•Ice  Cream  •  Grocery 

•  Bread  •  Cheese 

•  Soft  Drinks  -^ 

Gay  owned  and  operated 
Formerly  of  Marcs  Smoke  Shop  on  Rideau. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


H 


M      E      S 


•  T    I    M    M    I    N    $    • 

MATURE  PROFESSIONAL  gentleman  is  looking  for  a 
roommate  to  share  apt  with  in  Timtnins  starting  the  middle 
of  April.  Write  Drawer  F938. 

•  B     A     R     R     I     E     • 

GAY  MALE  OR  FEMALE  to  share  designer  furnished 
home  with  male,  close  to  all  conveniences,  includes  private 
studio,  colour  TV,  VCR,  parking,  $350/mo,  1st  and  last. 
References.  Drawer  F913. 

•  HAMILTON^ 

GAY  ROOMMATE  WANTED  to  share  apt.  Male  or  fe- 
male, Mohawk/MacMaster  students  preferred.  Must  be 
quiet  type.  Call  527-5167  and  ask  for  David  Riess. 

•  TORONTO» 

MAIN  ST  SUBWAY.  Furnished,  private  rooms  for  rent  to 
full-time  male  students.  Must  be  non-smokers,  clean,  quiet, 
responisble  and  discreet.  $335/mo.  698-9722. 

EXCITING,  LUXURIOUS  LIVING 

2,000  SQUARE  FOOT  townhouse  with  gourmet  kitchen, 
entertainer's  livingroom  and  dining  room  with  fireplace, 
family  room,  parking  and  two  large  bedrooms  each  with  its 
own  four-piece  en  suite.  Steps  to  Yonge  St.  $209,500. 
Harvey  Malinsky  962-81 13.  Darrell  Kent  R  E  Ltd. 

QUIET  PROFESSIONAL  GWM,  early  thirties,  has  a  lux- 
ury 2/bedroom,  2/bath  duplex  to  share  in  the  Yonge/St 
Clair  area.  Vary  spacious  with  all  modern  conveniences, 
housekeeping  and  lots  of  extras.  Available  April  1st. 
Drawer  F873. 

MT  PLEASANT/EGLINTON.  Semi-detached,  smashing 
pine  renovation!  Cedar  bathroom  with  skylight,  500'  deck 
off  kitchen,  new  wiring/plumbing/furnace.  Perfect  for 
singles.  $159,900.  Fran  Bazos 481-3443  (B),  481-0383  (R). 

ONE  BEDROOM  apartment  to  share.  $200/mo.  924-2012, 
leave  message. 

BLOOR/OSSINGTON,  quiet  co-op  with  garden,  dog, 
seeks  4th  gay  man,  30  plus,  non-smoker,  April  1.  Large 
room  $265.  532-0466. 

VOLUNTEERS 

ORGANIZATIONS  seeking  volunteers  can  find  them  in 
The  Body  Politic  classifieds.  Advertise  for  volunteer  help 
and  get  a  50%  discount  off  our  regular  reasonable  rates. 

GROUPS 

NORTH  AMERICAN  TRANSVESTITE  TRANSSEXU- 
AL contact  service.  16,000  members.  National  Directory  in 
Library  of  Congress.  24  hour  hotline  help  with  hormones 
(206)  624-8266. 

PRESBYTERIAN 

SUPPORT  GROUP.  Meeting  regularly  for  discussion  and 
study.  Call  Steve,  evenings,  924-71 14. 

GAY  CLUB,  DISCREET,  private.  Members  only.  Intim- 
ate atmosphere,  licensed.  Write  for  application  form  now. 
Matheson  Club,  Box  1 140,  Sin  F,  Toronto  ON  M4Y  2T8. 

WORLDWIDE  GAY  PENPAL  club  for  gay  men.  For  info 
send  large  SASE  to:  United  Brothers,  Box  1733,  Louisville, 
KY.  USA  40201. 

"UNITED  SISTERS",  a  worldwide  lesbian  penpal  club. 
For  info,  send  $1  to:  Box  1733,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  40201 
USA. 

PERSONNES INTERESSEES  a  fonder  une  association  de 
francophones  gai(e)s  a  Toronto  contactez  Gil  463-1017  ou 
Aarmese  594-0718. 


O      T      H 


GAY  COURT  WATCH.  General  court  information,  lawyer 
referrals,  crisis  referrals,  support  services.  If  you  have  been 
arrested  or  need  assistance  with  the  court  system  leave  a 
message  at  room  337,  Old  City  Hall,  Toronto,  or  call 
362-6928  or  961  -8046.  We  are  here  to  help  you. 

SPERM  DONOR  WANTED 

FOR  ARTIFICIAL  INSEMINATION  for  lesbian  couple. 
Canadian  Indian  preferred.  Please  give  details  of  own  and 
family  health.  Confidentiality  assured.  Drawer  F876 

S  E~R^r  C  E  S 

LESBIAN  INTRODUCTIONS 

"LINK"-  A  SI-RVKT:  FOR  (and  bv)  lesbians.  Try  us! 
SASE  Box  207,  253  College  St,  Toronto,  M5T  IRl,  Isn'tit 
about  time? 

MASTERFOTO 

PROFESSIONAL  PHOTOGRAPHS  produced  in  your  lo- 
cation. Murals,  8x  10s.  Polaroids  available.  839-6429  mor- 
nings or  leave  message. 

GOOD  MASSAGE.  Mr  T  Fung.  465-9810. 


SINGER  (male)  is  interested  in  working  in  professional 
sound  studio  on  part-time  basis.  Offers  admin/secretarial 
service  in  exchange  for  assistance  in  putting  vocal  tapes  to- 
gether. Brendan.  Drawer  F641. 

ATTENTION  APARTMENT  DWELLERS.  Like  garden- 
ing  —  have  no  space?  Cultivate  my  garden,  keep  what  you 
grow.  Convenient  East  York  address.  Call  423-9373  even- 
ings/weekends. 


RIk  Ruiter,  B.A.,  M.Div. 

Individual,  Couple,  Family  Therapist 

151  Robinson  St,  Hannilton,  ON  L8P  1Z6 

(416)  527-5610 


L  and  K's  Painting  and  Decorating 

Wallpapering  and  repairs 

111  Trafalgar  Street 

London,  Ontario 

N5Z1C9 

519-455-5471 


GARDENS 

Consulting 

Design 

Construction 

town  gardens  •  native  &  wild  gardens 

herb  gardens  •  ecological  pest  management 

organic  gardening 

ALEX  WILSON  &  STEPHEN  ANDREWS 

HORTICULTURALISTS 
469».3223/368»6909 


-  operations 
and 

onnel  - 


owen  haywood  •  (416)596-7664 


M\^i 

Piano  Tuning  &  Repair 

New  Pianos  need  care. 

^^^^^^7    / 

New  strings  stretch  amazingly. 
It's  not  healthy  to  let  a  new 
piano  end  up  a  semitone  flat. 

1  ..-'•^^Ctfi'^HH 

lames  Tennyson 
Certified  Piano  Technician 
335  Markham  St,  Toronto 
967-6653 

PROTECT  YOUR  PRIVACY 

Telephone  Tap  Detector  •  Seconds 
to  install  •  SSS^  +  7%  Sales  Tax 

VISA.  Mastercard.  Amex  •  Order  by  Phone 
(4ie)661-389S 

Business  and  Cellular  Phones  available 

Convergent  Communications 

1179  FIncti  Ave.  West 

Unit  212.  Downsview,  ONT 


M  E  S  S  A  G  E  S 

DANIEL  OUELLETTE  or  anyone  knowing  his  where- 
abouts please  write  to  34-1235  Hornby  St,  Vancouver  BC. 
V6Z  IW2. 
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PAUL  T.WILLIS, 

B.A.,LL.B. 

BARRISTER  AND  SOLICITOR 
NOTARY  PUBLIC 

For  the  General 
Practice  of  Law 

Da>  or  evening 
appointments  available 

248  Gerrard  Street  East.  Suite  1 
Toronto,  Ontario  MSA  2G2 

Telephone  (416)  926-9806 


® 


PHOME 
ULTIMATE 

Anything 
You  Want 

•  Bodybuilders 

•  Spankings 

•  Athletes 

For  Lifeguards.  Surfed. 
Beach  Boys,  etc..  call  our 
Beach  Ur\e:  302-227-SWIM 

Ask  about  our  free  offer 
24  HOURS 

M/C  •  VISA  •  AMEX  •  C/B  •  D/C  •  CMEQKS 

trie  (  ,ill  HdtKs 

Oi'.c  tfft  hilliiit4        KtMson.ihk-  KjU-s 

718-204-6666 


THERE  ARE  TWO  REASONS  TO  VISIT  VANCOUVER  THIS  YEAR... 

IMAGE 

LEATHER 

VANCOU\^ER 


EXPO 


AND 


BRING  THIS  AD  WITH  YOU  AND  I'LL  GIVE  YOU  A  10%  DISCOUNT  ON  CHAPS. 
(IF  I  DON'T  HAVE  YOUR  SIZE  IN  STOCK,  I  GUARANTEE  NEXT-DAY  SERVICE.) 

FOR  CATALOGUE  SEND  $3  TO:  IMAGE  LEATHER 

BOX  721,  810  WEST  BROADWAY,  VANCOUVER  BC  V524C9 

FOR  INFORMATION,  CALL  MACK  AT  (604)430-5512 


f 


■<?p--  ^ 


J 


CHAPS 

9  ISABELLA  ST,  TORONTO,  CANADA 

(416)9601200 


Now,  a  complete  cleaning  service  for  our  community. 


OMMERCIAL 


The  best  in  Toronto 

for  your 

Office,  Store  or 

Restaurant 


R 


ESIDENTIAL 


A 


UTOMOBILE 


•  Carpets  •  Upholstery 
•  Floors  •  General  clean-ups 


•  Washing  •  Simonizing 
•  Upholstery  cleaning 
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CHRISTOPHER  M. 

HAPPY  BELATED  BIRTHDAY  wherever  you  are.  Have 
thought  of  you  often.  It  would  be  nice  to  see  you  and  talk.  If 
you  still  have  my  phone  number  please  call  or  you  can  meet 
me  at  "The"  place  at  9pm,  April  21 .  Horowitz  is  the  great- 
est!  Jon. 

TO  MARK,  THE  WAITER 

I  WAS  THE  ONE  making  google  eyes  when  you  brought  us 
excessive  creamy  garlic  dressing.  I've  been  back  since,  but 
can't  bring  myself  to  say  anything.  I  don't  even  know  if 
you're  gay!  Pardon  my  unorthodoxy,  but  I  feel  stupid  just 
staring.  Drawer  F934. 

TRAVEL 

VANCOUVER  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

REGISTRY  FOR  GAY/LESBIAN  VISITORS  to  stay  with 
friends.  Pacific  Lambda  Housing  '86, 745  Clark  Vancouver 
BC  V5L  3J3.  (604)251-9713.  VISA,  MC,  AMEX. 

DRIVING  TO  EXPO? 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  in  lesbian  home.  Revelstoke  BC.  Wo- 
men and/or  men  welcome.  Book  early.  $25  per  person  or 
$35  couple,  nightly.  For  details,  phone  (604)  837-3247. 

EXPO  86  VANCOUVER  BC.  Bed  and  breakfast,  ten 
minutes  to  Expo  site.  $40  per  night  in  gay  home.  Write  Box 
65682,  Stn  F,  Vancouver  BC  VSN  SK7. 

LARRY'S  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

BAVARIAN  CITY  OF  THE  ROCKIES.  34  101  Ave,  Kim- 
berly,  BC  VIA  I  A3.  Phone  (604)  427-4489.  Enjoy  our 
home,  yard,  TV-Beta  year  round. 

US  &  EUROPE  GAY  BAR  &  TOURIST  GUIDE.  $7.50:  M 
Weishap,  4670  Fox  Lk  Rd,  Goodrich,  Mi  48438. 

NEW  ENGLAND 

BED-AND-BREAKFAST  accomodation  in  private  homes 
and  guesthouses.  Contact;  New  England  Lavender  Hospi- 
tality.  Box  3757.  Plymouth,  MA  02361.  (617)747-6354. 

EXPO  '86,  VANCOUVER.  Accomodation  in  gay  homes. 
$40/person;  $95  for  suite,  sleeps  up  to  four.  Box  4646, 
VMPO.  Vancouver,  BC. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  Los  Angeles,  San  Diego.  Bed-break- 
fast. Private  gay/lesbian  residences.  Details:  BayHosts, 
1155  Bosworth,  SF,  94131.(415)334-7262. 

EXPO  -  GAY  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

VANCOUVER  penthouse.  West  End,  $55  double.  Gordon 
Douglas,  201-1056  Burnaby  St,  Vancouver  BC  V63  1N5. 
(604)  685-1681.  Reserve;  one  night's  deposit. 


^^" 

Special  Moments. 
Private  Moments. 
Saltaire  Moments. 

They  begin  with  an  early  morning 
surfslde  stroll,   continue  poolslde 
with  new  friends,  then  extend  on 
Into   a   fulfilling    Fort    Lauderdale 
evening.      Visit      us      soon      and 
discover  for  yourself  why  Saltaire 
moments  are  so  special,  so  private. 

Inviting    suites,    efficiencies    and 
rooms  at  Inviting  rates. 

2831   VIstamar  Street 

Ft    Lauderdale.  FL  33304 

^^            (30^)566  1689              mmm 

VH        US.  1800  231  3432          wS^ 

LAUDERDALE  MANOR  MOTEL 


SUMMER  SPECIAL:  Canadian  money  AT  PAR 

June  1st  to  October  31st 

292i  Valencia  Street,  Fort  Lauderdale 

Florida  333li,  }0S-4i}-3}BS 


SANTO  DOMINGO 

Coming  here  is  easy  —  when  you 

stay  at  our  charming,  colonial  Hotel. 

Discover  an  affordable  tropical 

paradise  and  fall  in  love. 

(809)682-2991  or  write 

Paul  Fleury,  189  W.  Wyoming, 

N»  28,  Melrose,  Ma.ss.  02176. 


sftidtei^k^  s^m 


Ou»i'  houie  ^^ 

•  secluded'tropica!  decor* relaxed  rates* 

•  individual  kitchens  •  intimate  • 

(305)  463-4827  /U.S.  1-800-356-61 11 

3016  alhambra  •  fort  lauderdale  •  llorida  33304 


BOOKS«FRIENDS 


THERE'S  A  BOOK  BEHIND  THIS  MAGAZINE.  Lon- 
don's Cay  A'fiv5  called  it  "spectacular."  New  York's  Vil- 
lage Voice  said  "The  clarity  and  drive...  engage  any  gener- 
ous intelligence. ' '  The  book  is  called  Flaunting  it! A  Decade 
of  Gay  Journalism  from  The  Body  Politic.  It's  yours  for 
$8.95  plus  $1 .00  for  postage  and  handling.  Order  the  book 
that  Christopher  Street  called  "a  pleasure  to  read.. .so  well 
edited  that  it  becomes  a  document  of  the  first  decade  of  gay 
liberation."  Send  $9.95  today  to  Flaunting  It!,  Box  639,  Stn 
A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  IG2. 


MALE 


DESIGN:RYAN    HOTCHKISS 


W 


K 


WORKING  MANAGER  WANTED 

FOR  BAR  IN  GAY  COMMUNITY  CENTRE.  Apply  with 
resume  and  references  to  Box  2221,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba 
R3C  3R2. 

BUY     &     SELL 

BLACK  DICK  —  foot  long  and  thick.  I'll  send  you  person- 
alized polaroids.  You  name  the  pose.  Sample:  send  $7  and 
SASF.  to:  RNC  1433  Santa  Monica  Blvd,  N"  554C  Santa 
Monica,  CA  90404.  

TIFFANY  STYLE  STAINED  GLASS  lampshades  hand 
built  by  federal  penitentiary  inmate  raising  appeal/release 
funds.  Leaded  foil  construction  in  an  infinite  variety  of 
styles,  sizes,  colours  and  prices.  Slock  and  custom  designs. 
George  R  Milne,  Box  760.  Campbellford,  ON  KOL  ILO. 
(705)  653-3623. 


MAN-BOY  LOVE 

INTERNATIONAL  GUIDE  to  boy-love  publications.  $2 
(U.S.).  KnabCo  1251  West  Sepulveda  Suite  147  Torranct 
California  90502. 

LESBIAN  FRIENDS 

LESBIAN  EDITOR  seeks  material  for  book  exploring 
friendships  between  lesbians  who  are  not  lovers.  Discuss 
play,  work,  growing-up,  coming  out,  separations,  family 
bonds,  commitment,  betrayal,  humour,  aging,  raising  chil- 
dren, affection  etc.  Send  life  stories,  drawings/graphics, 
photos,  headlines,  taped  conversations,  essays,  poems, 
songs,  prayers,  etc  to  Caroljean  Pint,  1050  Title  Insurance 
Building,  400  2nd  AvcS,  Minneapolis.  MN  55401. 


KRAAZY  KRIS'S 

Books  and  Things 

1344  Bloor  Street  W.  Toronto 

JusI  itouni)  the  corner  Irom  Ljndsdowne  Subway  Station 

Everyday  20%  off  Books  •  Special  with 
this  ad  1/3  off  •  We  buy  sell  &  trade 

Wanted  85  &  86  Magazines 
Monday-Saturday  •  Noon-4 


•INTERNATIONAL» 

AUSTRALIAN,  GENTLE  GM,  31,  attractive.  Beginning 
world  travels  with  enquiring  soul.  Seeks  hospitable  GM  all 
races,  to  45.  Will  sleep  on  floor.  What's  important  is  living 
the  magic.  Like  healthy  lifestyles,  eroticism,  outdoors. 
Write  Dane  Yoeman  9/55  Cove  St.  Birchgrove,  Australia, 
2041.  ALA. 

GWM  CANADOPHILE,  31,  6'  190,  brown  beard,  fur 
seeks  friends.  Prefer  mature,  husky/heavyset,  beard  or 
mustache,  quiet.  Francophones  aussi.  Box  2094,  Law- 
rence, Kansas  66045. 

PERSONAL  ADS,  UNCENSORED,  free  Box  No  &  free 
forwarding  of  mail,  $5  for  12  months  in  national  gay  book. 
W  Weishap,  4670  Fox  Lk.  Rd,  Goodrich.  Mi  48438. 

SEEKING  LESBIAN  OR  GAY  MALE  correspondents. 
Male  student,  21,  interested  in  community  work,  majoring 
in  Social  Administration,  enjoys  music,  travelling,  longdis- 
cussions,  interesting  people,  good  food  and  sports.  I'm  out- 
going and  generally  happy.  Hoping  to  correspond  with  ot- 
her gay  people  between  18-27.  Duncan  Saunders,  25  Pine 
Road,  Chandlers  Ford,  Eastleigh,  Hampshire  S05  ILH, 
GREAT  BRITAIN. 

BRITISH  GAY  MALE,  willing  to  correspond  with  sincere, 
genuine  gay  guys.  I  would  especially  welcome  letters  from 
black  guys  over  30.  My  interests  include  reading,  music  and 
meeting  people  from  other  countries.  I  am  over  50  but  still 
have  young  ideas.  Please  write  to  Alfred  Woodward,  I 
Paget  Terrace,  Penarth,  S  Glamorgan,  WALES. 

GAY  MALE,  33,  active/passive,  would  like  to  correspond 
with  Canadian  gays.  Hope  to  come  to  Canada.  Will  answer 
all  letters.  Pictures  nice  but  not  necessary.  Andrew 
Hoszowski,  UL  Warszawska  15/6  44-100  Gliwice, 
POLAND. 

DENTIST,  35,  blond  hair  and  blue  eyes,  wishes  to  meet  ten- 
der, delicate  person  in  another  country,  for  work  and  com- 
panionship. Please  write:  Radomir  Czajkowski,  UL 
Szarycn  Szeregow  N6/M  09-408  Pkock.  POLAND. 

ATTRACTIVE  ORIENTAL  MALE,  boyish,  physically 
fit,  educated,  professional,  affectionate,  5'4",  30s,  seeks 
GWM  or  Oriental  of  similar  qualities  for  serious  relation- 
ship. Currently  in  western  Canada;  would  relocate  or  help 
with  your  relocation.  Students  welcome.  Photo  and  phone 
appreciated.  Drawer  F940. 

DADDY'S  BOY  20s  wanted  for  total  slavery ;  willing  to  give 
over  all  control.  Returnable  photos  required.  Perm  only. 
SF.  Calif.  Drawer  F930. 

•  NATIONAL» 

CONSIDERING  EXPO  THIS  YEAR? 

CAN'T  AFFORD  LODGING?  No  friends  to  stay  with? 
Two  men  offer  west  coast  hospitality  at  little  or  no  cost  to 
fellow  lefties  who  couldn't  otherwise  afford  Vancouver  this 
summer.  Object:  national  unity  and  friendship.  Drawer 
F884. 

ORIENTALS-ORIENTALS 

OTTAWA/MONTREALTTORONTO 

ME:  5'7",  145  Lbs,  good  looks,  educated,  gainfully  em- 
ployed, muscular  and  sexy  body.  YOU:  small  or  big,  sexy 
body,  average  or  good  looks.  US:  oil  bath.  Shaving.  Pho- 
tos. French,  Greek  and  more.  Versatile:  From  petting  to  all 
out  ass  action.  Nude  photo  required.  Will  reply  with  same. 
Drawer  F8 13. 

ENGLISH  GUY,  42, 6'  1 55  lbs.  versatile.  Visiting  Vancou- 
ver. Toronto  and  London  in  May/June  seeks  contacts/ 
hosts.  Photo  please.  Drawer  F904. 

HAIRY''  Slim  young  guys  any  race/colour  sought  by  visit- 
ing European  (amateur)  photographer.  May-June-July. 
Photo  and  details  to  Drawer  F902. 

ATTRACTIVE  EARLY  50s  taking  early  retiremem  relo- 
cating west  coast  seeks  companion  to  share  life  and  home; 
arts,  travel,  outdoor  interests.  Drawer  F900. 

•  Y      U      K     0      N      • 

WHITEHORSE  MALE  DESIRES  substitute  for  his  teddy 
bear.  Affectionate,  straight  appearing  professional,  6'  155 
lbs.  35  has  great  interest  in  outdoors,  photography.  Discre- 
tion assured/expected.  Drawer  F637. 

•  VANCOUVER» 

GWM  31. 5'8"  170  lbs.  Quebecois  good-looking  bottom  in- 
to FF-SM-WS.  Plan  to  stay  in  Vancouver  two  weeks. 
August  or  September.  Box  794,  Sin  C  Montreal  QC 
H2L  4L6. 

ATTRACTIVE,  SINCERE  VISITOR 

GWM.  24. 5'  1 1"  1 55  IbN.  Will  be  vi.Mting  Vancouver  July. 
1986.  Scekscutctour  guide  18-28.  Penpals  from  throughout 
Canada  also  welcome.  Please  resptmd  with  Iciier.  photo  to 
M  Johnson.  1400  Clinton  Ave.  N"  15.  Minneapolis  MN 
55404  USA. 
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PRIWEJ-INES 

Telephone  Fantasies 


LET  US  HELP  YOU  FULFILL 

YOUR  WILDEST  DREAMS. . . 

ANYTHING  YOU  WANTl 

A  CANADIAN  SERVICE 


ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS 
7  AM  TO  2PM 


nnontgomePLi 
Leathers 


Box  161,  Agincourt 

(Toronto),  Ontario, 

Canada  M1S3B6 


Visa.  Charge/  or  Mastercard 
accepted 
) 

Catalogue  5  now 
available 

liiuslraled  36  page 

calaiogueSS  00  +  90«  postage 

and  riandhng. 


NO.  788 

SAILOR 

JOCK 


ASK  FOR  IT! 

Adults  only  -  must 
be  legal  age. 


We 


yourlai^age... 

You  expect  nothing  less  than  the  best.  After  aU,  you're 
at  home  in  the  Church  St  neighbourhood. 
Brandt  makes  sure  you  get  the  best. 
It's  a  language  we  understand. 


CHOICE- 


We  have  fresh  top  quality  beef,  pork, 
lamb,  veal,  poultry  and  fish. 

We're  friendly  and  courteous  and 
eager  to  help  you. 

We  carry  a  wide  selection  of  cheese, 
deli  and  imported  food  products  & 
pastries.  And  we  cater  food  trays. 


Brand! 


...Can  we 
talk? 

Brandt  Meats  &  Delicatessen 
530  Church  St  Toronto  961-3892 

Open  Monday  to  Friday  8am-8pm,  Saturday  8am-6pm 
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HANDSOME  GWM  of  substance,  46,  6'1",  169  lbs,  re- 
locating to  Vancouver  or  Seattle  seeks  contact  with  intelli- 
gent, tall,  handsome,  manly,  sensible  man  in  business  or 
profession.  Non-smoker,  no  drugs.  Athletic,  cultivated, 
good  humoured,  sincere.  The  aim  is  mutual  support,  dedi- 
cation, stability.  Robert,  Suite  134, 686  South  Arrop,  Pas- 
adena  Calif.,  91  IPS.  (818)  792-4587. 

•  ALBERTA» 

BI  LOGGER  36,  BEARDED,  hung  wants  regular  servicing 
by  submissive  asshole.  Letter/photo  gets  reply.  Calgary  to 
Golden.  Drawer  F88 1 

•  CALGARY» 

SINCERE  PROFESSIONAL28, 6'  I"  1701bs,  blond/blue, 
trim  and  muscular.  Seeks  new  friends.  Enjoy  videos  and  hot 
safe  raunch.  Descriptive  letter  appreciated.  Drawer  F928. 

•  EDMONTONS 

DOUBLE  THE  FUN  IN  EDMONTON 

ATTRACTIVE  HEALTHY  HORNY  GWM  couple  27/28, 
looking  for  other  single  males  or  couples  to  30  for  friendship 
and  good  times.  We  enjoy  videos,  J/O  sessions  and  more. 
Penpals  welcome  Photo/phone  answered  first.  Drawer 
F864. 

•  R     E     G     I     N     A     • 

AFFECTIONATE  MONOGAMOUS  GWM,  young  45 
looks  35,  masculine,  6'  170  lbs,  black  hair,  brown  eyes, 
wants  to  meet  honest,  sincere,  clean-shaven  20  to  ?  to  share 
life,  business,  beautiful  modern  home  and  rewarding  long- 
term  healthy  life.  Write  about  yourself,  photo  appreciated. 
Will  answer  all.  Drawer  F903. 

•  W    I    N    N    I    P   E   G    • 

GWM  5'9"  1 55  lbs,  35,  professional,  seeks  taller  university 
educated  friend  25-40.  Interests:  films,  politics.  Phone, 
photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F895. 

•  ONTARIO^ 

GWM  6'  155  lbs,  retired,  clean,  quiet,  honest,  discreet, 
non-smoker,  sijcial  drinker  seeks  GM,  permanent  one-to- 
one,  together  relationship,  share  50-50. 1  can  relocate  (or 
you).  Drawer  F92 1. 

•  SOUTHERN  ONTARIO» 

VERY  ATTRACTIVE  GWM  K/W  area.  5'10",  trim  20 
yrs.  Seeks  mature  man  35-45  for  romance  and  companion- 
ship. Must  be  financially  independent,  as  myself.  Discre- 
tionassured  and  expected.  Photo,  phone  gets  reply.  Drawer 
F887. 

SAILING/BUCKHORN/BOBCAYGEON 

TORONTO  GWM,  39,  Kawarthas  cottage,  seeks  sailing  in- 
struction; theory  absorbed  practice  needed!  Sex  immater- 
ial, need  patient  instructor  under  40.  Box  221,  Stn  U,  Tor- 
ontoONM8Z5Pl. 

TRANSVESTITE,  TALL,  45.  To  meet  other  transvestites 
only.  Safe  FR  or  J/O  only  when  both  dressed.  Must  have 
own  private  residence/apt.  Long  term-friendship,  TVs 
only.  Drawer  F890. 

CLARK  KENT  SEEKS  PHONEBOTH 

LOOKING  FOR  A  MIXTURE  of  the  romantic  and  the 
savage,  the  youthful  and  the  wise?  Tall,  slim,  GWM,  26,  in- 
to swimming,  rowing  machine  program,  seeks  health- 
conscious  (preferably  non-smoking),  slim  man  for  work- 
outs (in  and  out  of  bed).  Stimulating  conversation,  dancing, 
cuddling,  long  and  hard  safe  sex.  Please  no  bingo  or  Dynas- 
ty addicts.  Must  tolerate  my  unusual  working  days. 
Niagara.  Drawer  F883. 

DISCIPUNE 

WOULD  LIKE  DETAILED  LETTERS  from  cut  GWM 
minimum  5'  10",  180  lbs,  big  firm  butts,  who  like  to  give  or 
receive  bare  butt  discipline.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer 
F847. 

SLIM,  BOYISH,  ORIENTAL  in  Kingston  seeks  mous- 
tache/macho men  for  friendship.  Likes  opera,  movies, 
cooking,  meditation,  massage  and  safe  sex.  Can  travel. 
Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F8I6. 

LONDON-KITCHENER-TORONTO 

HEALTHY,  INTELLIGENT,  SUBMISSIVE, good-look- 
ing, affectionate  "boy,"  28,  5'6"  130  lbs,  seeks  healthy, 
handsome,  horny,  extremely  well-endowed,  together, 
"daddy"  for  french,  greek,  W/S,  B/D,  humiliation.  A 
monogamous  S/M  long-term  relationship  is  my  fantasy.  It 
could  be  our  reality.  No  one-nighters  please.  Serious  reply 
and  photo  to  Drawer  F8I9. 

WHEiniEY  TO  CHATHAM  AREA 

40  MILES  SOUTHEAST  OF  DETROIT  2  GWMs  looking 
for  masculine  males  in  area  for  friendship  and  more.  Our  in- 
terests are  varied  and  sexual.  Safe  sex  sought.  Write  with 
photo  and  phone  number.  Drawer  F754. 

BI'S  SUPPORT  GROUP.  Find  a  friendly  male  emotional 
connection.  K-W  and  Southwestern  Region.  Call  Gary 
(514)774-9973,  generally  suppertimes,  and  Monday  and 
Thursday  evenings. 

GWM  MID  20s,  European,  straight  lifestyle.  Romantic, 
shy,  sometimes  crazy,  likes  music,  quiet  evenings  at  home. 
Seeks  honest,  sincereGWM  to  form  monogamous  relation- 
ship. Drawer  F9I6. 


•    HAMILTON» 

QUIET,   ROMANTIC   PROFESSIONAL  GWM,   35, 

5'5",  1 35  lbs.  Searching  for  monagamous  lifelong  relation- 
ship with  honest,  sensitive,  considerate,  intelligent  man. 
Drawer  F845. 

WRESTLING 

GWM,  31,  5'8",  120  lbs,  average  appearance,  seeking 
younger  non-hairy,  masculine  companion  for  monoga- 
mous relationship.  Must  enjoy  erotic  wrestling  but  prefer 
defeat.  Should  enjoy  cuddling  with  long,  gentle  chest 
massage.  Must  be  sincere,  financially  stable,  intelligent. 


FIRST  AD! 

VERY  ATTRACTIVE,  well-built  21  year  old  college  jock 
seeks  established,  generous  man  or  woman  for  friend- 
*ip/tuition  assistance.  Experienced  escori— pro  model 
Brad.  925-0138. 

JOE  AVERAGE 

34, 160  LBS,  HUNG,  want  imaginative  buddy(s)  into  raun- 
chy safe  action.  J/O,  jock,  jockeys,  verbal,  showoffs, 
photos,  fantasy.  Letters,  phone  or  in  person.  Send  me  your 
script.  Versatile.  Drawer  F924. 

BODYBUILDER,  HANDSOME,  5' 10"  seeks  same  or 
shorter.  I'm  well-hung,  cut,  blue-eyed,  33,  successful  yup- 
pified  writer/musician.  Photo  please.  Drawer  F922. 


DESIGN:RYAN    HOTCHKISS 


have  varied  interests,  and  like  cats.  Photo  appreciated.  Dis- 
cretion expected  and  assured.  Drawer  F870. 

STRAIGHT-LOOKING,  attractive,  romantic,  sensitive, 
professional,  GWM,  30,  6'2",  slim.  Seeking  similar,  con- 
siderate, warm,  honest  companion,  lover-for-life,  room- 
male.  Share  fine,  decent,  monogamous  lifestyle.  Enjoy  din- 
ing, dancing,  theatre,  travel,  home-life,  cuddling,  pas- 
sionate safe  sex.  Serious  inquires  write  with  phone.  Photo 
appreciated.  Drawer  F925. 

•    TORONTO^ 

COCKSUCKER,  CLEAN,  31,  5'6"  150  lbs,  seeks  clean 
young  cocks.  One  on  one  or  parties.  Send  letter  with  phone. 
Photo  (nude  if  possible)  a  plus.  Drawer  F93I. 

HANDSOME,  MASCULINE.  ATHLETIC  white  male 
36,  well-hung,  active,  seeks  an  in-shape  slim,  trim  boy/part- 
ner to  same  age  to  worship  my  body  and  pander  to  my  safe 
desires.  Toronto  to  Niagara  area.  Photo/phone  ensures 
quick  reply.  Drawer  F929. 

FREE  FRENCH  LESSONS  for^ege  student  from  U  of  T 
graduate,  5'7"  145  lbs,  brown  hair/eyes/mouslache.  Let's 
practise  together.  Drawer  F926. 


WARM  AND  CARING  FRIENDSHIPS 

GWM  29,  6' I",  165  lbs,  attractive,  honest,  straight  ap- 
pearance, lovable  and  romantic,  seeks  male  18-25.  Reply  in- 
cluding photo.  Box  35,  Stn  0,  Toronto,  M4A  2M8. 

PROFESSIONAL  GWM,  40,  SEEKS  similar  to  expand 
circle  of  friends  and  companions.  Enjoy  swimming, 
psychology,  motorcycling,  good  food,  films,  warmth,  dry 
hu.nour,  more.  How  about  you?  First  ad.  Drawer  F885. 

GEMINI  NATURE 

TALL  GUY  6'S  "  SEEKS  TALL  GUY 

GWM  42,  185  lbs,  professional,  masculine,  moustache, 
caring,  healthy,  interests:  comedy,  writing,  performing, 
movies,  theatre,  wildlife,  documentaries,  music,  seeks 
similar  guy.  Object:  to  develop  relationship,  positive 
outlook  and  love.  To  laugh  together  and  share  feelings.  No 
drugs.  Drawer  F888. 

MATURE  GENTLEMAN 

40s  BUSINESS  EXECUTIVE,  university  graduate,  5'  11 ", 
blond,  blue-eyed,  195  lbs,  clean-shaven,  non-smoker  who  is 
affectionate,  sensitive,  romantic  and  generous,  noi  into  bar 
scene  or  drugs  but  with  varied  interests  including  classical 
music,  opera,  liieralure.  theatre,  antiques,  cooking,  quiet 
evenings,  dining  out,  weekends  in  the  country,  foreign 
travel.  Would  like  to  meet  GWM  20-35  wiih  similiar  in- 
terests who  is  stable,  discreet,  siraighllooking.  and  in- 
terested in  building  a  meaningful,  sharing  relationship.  Per- 
sonal preference  for  slim  blond  Nordic  or  red  haired  Scol- 
Irish  types.  Serious  replies  only  please.  Drawer  F889. 


QUIETGUY35,5'7",150lbs,lookingforstraightappear- 
ing  buddies  for  hot  sex.  Enjoy  giving  and  getting  head.  In- 
terested in  fitness,  music,  movies,  cars,  and  travel.  Want  to 
meet  discreet  guys  20-30  who  are  constantly  horny  and 
eager  for  mutual  work-outs.  Best  blowjobs  in  townlDrawer 
F89I. 

HAPPY  AND  WARM;  affectionate,  masculine  human 
animal,  age  33,  6  feet,  190  lbs,  bearded,  brown  hair  and 
eyes.  Would  experience  even  greater  joie  de  vivre  upon  dis- 
covering taller,  hefty,  furry  bear/soul  mate,  any  age.  In- 
terests include  micro-computing,  enjoying  and  playing 
music,  reading,  good  conversation  and  joyful  exploration 
of  consciousness,  the  meaning  of  life  or  whatever.  Not  to 
mention  hours  upon  hours  of  hugs,  pets,  slow,  lazy  kisses, 
and  a  considerable  range  of  other  healthy  physical  com- 
munication and  activity  as  may  mutually  be  deemed  ap- 
propriate. So,  are  we  "bears  of  a  feather?"— curious,  silly 
and  intelligent  man/animals?  If  yes,  send  informative  letter, 
including  phone  (and  photo  if  convenient)  to:  Tom  C/O 
,Box  6371  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  MSW  IP7. 

HANDSOME  LAB  technician  interested  in  meeting  trans- 
vestites for  fun  times  and  possible  serious  relationship. 
Drawer  F892. 

STUD  MEAT  FOR  CUNT  MOUTH 

HOT  MAN  ACTION  guaranteed  to  trim  eaeer  cunt  mouth- 
ed expert  any  age  by  defined  blond  good-koking  bisexual 
jock.  37.  165  lbs.  well-endowed,  egotistical,  strutting 
macho  stud,  gives  straight  verbal  abuse,  demands  deep  cock 
and  body  worship.  No  reciprocation.  Only  explicit  fantasy 
letter  detailing  need  to  stud  worship  gets  photo. 
Stimulants. videos.etc  ok.  Drawer  F893. 

MALE  34  YRS.  6'3",  195  lbs,  seeks  other  dark  haired, 
moustached,  masculine  man  for  friendship,  body  worship 
and  sexual  adventures.  Box  193,  Stn  J  Toronto  ON 
M4J4YI. ^^ 

TIRED  OF  JACKING  OFF  ALONE? 

HANDSOME,  HAIRY,  HUNG,  GWM  32,  6', 160  lbs, 
would  like  to  meet  same  with  at  least  a  7"  cock  for  J/O  ses- 
sions. Please  send  photo.  Drawer  F894. 

GOOD-LOOKING  GWM  24,  blond  145  lbs,  5'1 1",  seeks 
musuclar,  affectionate  type  into  sociaHzing  and/or  quiet 
times.  A  little  shy  but  has  lots  to  offer.  Drawer  F896. 

VERY  SINCERE,  ATTRACTIVE  GM,  24, 5'7",  125  lbs, 
brown  hair  and  eyes, "a  clone"  but  I  like  it.  I  really  enjoy 
socializing  or  quiet  evenings.  I'm  honest  and  have  a  sense  of 
humour.  Is  there  an  attractive  bottom  25-40  who  is  looking 
for  an  enjoyable  relationship?  Write  me  and  we  will  see  what 
develops.  Drawer  F897. 

MALE,  35,  SLIM,  good-looking,  insatiable  cocksucker 
requires  masculine  muscular  males  who  are  well  endowed. 
Will  give  good  head  for  long  sessions;  no  reciprocation  re- 
quired. Drawer  F907. 

ATTRACTIVE,  FIT,  33,  wishes  to  share  apartment  or  rent 
room  for  three  week  period  in  July  and  occasional  weekends 
in  Toronto.  Prefers  25-40  and  well-built.  Drawer  F906. 

GWM,  33, 5'9"  165  lbs  seeks  well-hung,  horny  stud  into 
wild,  hot,  but  safe  sex.  Pound  my  big  hot  ass  (with  a  safe)  all 
night.  Also  into  deep  throat,  leather  toys,  phone  sex,  and 
J/O.  Punks,  blacks,  bisexuals  and  married  welcome.  Send 
hot  letter,  photo,  phone.  Daytime/evenings;  discretion 
assured.  Drawer  F905. 

BRIAN  ORSER  LOVERS 

GWM,  23,  6'2"  155  lbs,  seeks  hunky  Orser  doubles  with 
cocksucker  lips,  faggy,  porkable  buns  and  piss  hard-ons. 
Cum,  cum  guys.  Drawer  F912. 

MALE,  WHITE,  MASCULINE,  enjoys  safe  sex.  phone 
fantasies.  Wishes  to  meet  same  18-25.  athletic,  tall,  in 
Toronto  area.  Enjoys  porn,  leather  jocks.  Photo.  Drawer 
F908. 

GWM,  38,  5'9",  175  lbs,  muscular,  considered  good- 
looking.  Very  healthy  and  health  conscious.  Looking  for 
hot,  raunchy  guys  20-45  for  safe  but  hot  sex.  Send  photo 
and  phone  number  for  immediate  reply.  Drawer  F909. 

SEVEN-UP  &  COMING  NON-STOP 

PINT-SIZED  IRISH  dude,GWM,  27,  5'3".  120 lbs.  lusts 
for  black/brown  juicy  work-outs,  the  safe  hard  way. 
Southern,  Central,  Northern  Ontario.  Drawer  F9II. 

LEVI  GUYS 

DO  YOU  WEAR  LEVIS?  Does  the  sight  of  guys  in  Levis 
and  denim/leather  jackets  make  you  hard?  Would  you  like 
to  stroke  a  Levi  crotch  and  buns?  Bury  your  face  in  them? 
Smell  and  chew  them  for  hours?  Then  lets  get  together  and 
share  our  fantasies.  I'm  a  queer  WM,  cut,  5'8",  140  lbs. 
love  my  501s.  Enjoy  long  walks,  theater,  quiet  evenings.  In- 
to affection,  mutual  J/O.  tits,  smelling  your  hot  jock  under- 
wear, levi  butt.  Drawer  F9I8. 

MALE  29.  SELF-EMPLOYED,  independem.  dynamic, 
fun,  outgoing,  humorous,  educated,  ambitious, 
outspoken,  materialistic,  versatile,  romantic,  dependable, 
stable,  masculine.  Seeks  similar  type,  serious  friend/rela- 
tionship, age  2532.  No  one  night  stands.  887-9434. 

GENEROUS  FXFCUTIVF  wishes  to  indulge  a  preppy 
blond  student  who  deserves  a  few  breaks  in  life.  Drawer 
F9I4. 
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GWM,  6'4"  185  lbs.  23.  seeks  well-hung,  hot  and  horny 
boys  1 8  to  25  for  purely  fun  get  togeihers.  Blow  jobs  and  69  a 
specialty.  Drawer  F514. 

GWM  43.  Tall,  skinny,  mature,  settled  professional.  Inter- 
ests include  travel,  camping,  classical  music.  Health-con- 
scious but  not  athletic,  avoiding  tobacco,  alcohol,  drugs. 
Considerate,  friendly,  gentle,  affectionate.  Seeking  unat- 
tached, monogamous,  discreet,  mature  friend  over  55.  Tell 
me  your  interests  and  dreams.  Enclosing  photo.  Toronto/ 
Hamilton  area.  Drawer  F811. 

STRAPPING  SIX-FOOTER  wants  to  get  strapped  by  a 
pro.  I'd  like  to  get  my  ass  programmed  by  an  expert  S  until 
I'm  into  getting  regular  heavy  strappings.  rm49.  bodybuil- 
der, 175  lbs,  quiet,  masculine,  good-looking,  don't  smoke, 
drink.  Box  334.  Sm  K.  Toronto  M4P  207. 

NEED  PHOTOS  OF  YOURSELF 

PORTRAITS,  NUDES,  negatives  returned.  Phone  Studio 
16. 532-4380,  inquiries  welcome.  Inexpensive.  9  am  to  7  pm. 


GWM.  HORNY.  MASCULINE  STUD,  muscular  build. 
42  years,  brown  hair  and  eyes,  reddish  body  hair,  large  cock 
and  balls,  wishes  to  meet  country  boy  types,  younger  guys 
and  couples  for  good  times.  Have  country  place,  enjoy 
mutual  J/0,  tokeand  drink,  quiet  times,  music,  outdoor  ac- 
tivities and  animals.  Come  on  all  you  horny  studs,  write  to- 
day. Can  travel.  Photo  and  phone  appreciated.  Thanks. 
Drawer  F681. 

IF  YOU  NEED  occasional  strict  talking-to  followed  by 
pants-down  discipline,  firm  but  understanding  "father" 
will  provide  appropriate  spanking,  strapping  or  caning. 
You  should  be  18-32.  slim  to  medium  build.  Novice  OK. 
Send  details  to  Drawer  F762. 

MUSCULAR  PAL  WANTED 

GWM.  42,  5'1 1",  150  lbs,  FIT,  in  shape,  professional.  In- 
terests: films,  weights,  nightlife,  cycling,  theatre,  running, 
travel,  skiing,  videos,  JO,  muscular  exhibitionists.  I  admit, 
muscles  are  my  fantasy.  What  can  1  say?  Offering  friend- 
ship, attention,  affection.  Fair  trade?  Drawer  F829. 

PROFESSIONAL.  ATTRACTIVE  Eurasian,  28.  5'6" 
125  lbs.  would  like  to  meet  a  professional  under  35  who  has 
a  sense  of  humour,  and  who  also  enjoys  theatre,  working- 
out,  travel  and  affection.  Drawer  F859. 

NUDIST 

MALE.  HORNY.  TRIM  good  looks,  into  J/0  or  any  other 
safe  sex.  Parties,  circle  jerks  or  just  you  and  I.  Watching, 
doing  it.  Indoors,  outdoors.  Or  just  talking  about  it.  Letter, 
photo  appreciated.  Interested  but  shy?  Try  it,  you  can't 
lose.  Will  answer  all.  Drawer  F860. 

GENTLE  GWM,  34,  SLIM,  6'r',  professional,  just  north 
of  Toronto.  Enjoys  antiques,  books,  music,  and  quiet 
times.  Just  out  of  the  closet  and  looking  for  a  special  guy  to 
share  a  large  Victorian  house  and  build  a  caring,  life-long  re- 
lationship.  DRAWER  F832. 

GWM,  ATTRACTIVE.  SLIM, seeks  playmates  for  advan- 
ced gay  sex,  including  butt  action,  recipient  or  mutual.  Send 
phone  number  to  Box  73  Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON. 

GWM,  36, 5' 10",  1 55  lbs,  seeks  imaginative  partner  (mon- 
oga,ous)  for  lazy  weekends.  I  drink,  smoke,  get  turned  on 
by  leather,  til  play,  videos,  etc.  (Very  partial  to  black 
males).  Send  descriptive  letter  and  photo.  Drawer  F833. 

ORDINARY  GUY,  6",  155  lbs,  35  yrs.,  nice  looking,  open, 
easygoing,  kinda  shy.  Looking  to  meet  other  nice  looking 
ordinary  type  guys  in  their  30's.  Drawer  F846. 

BAD,  OVERGROWN  BABY  BOY 

DIRTY-DIAPLRED  BRAT.  34.  needs  strict,  rough,  raun- 
chy daddy  to  enforce  badly  needed,  corrective  baby  disci- 
phne:  restricted  diaper-changes,  enemas,  laxatives,  spank- 
ings, pacifiers,  baby  bottles,  etc.  Write  Box  1021,  Stn  K, 
Toronto,  M4P  2V3. 

LEATHERLUST! 

PLEASURE-PLEASING  GWM,  22. 5' 10"  145  lbs,  wants 
to  service  dominant  daddy  who  will,  in  return  use  and  abuse 
me.  I  am  into:  leather,  bondage,  spankings,  TT.  JO.  verbal 
humiliation  and  foot  and  boot  worship.  All  races  and  ages 
welcome.  Prefer  discreet,  health-conscious,  reliable  types 
who  are  not  into  heavy  drinking  or  drugs.  Suite  1812,  5647 
Yonge  St.  Willowdale.  M2M  4E9. 

NEED  A  GOOD  BOY? 

HANDSOME  BOY/SLAVE  28.  good  mind,  good  body, 
seeks  masculine,  aggressive,  hung,  together  daddy  for  good 
limes,  hopefully  much  more.  Call  (519)749-0581.  You'll  be 
glad  you  did.  Phone  action  OK. 

HOW  ARE  WE  EVER  GOING  TO 

MEET  IF  YOU  don't  write?  28,  6'  145  lbs.  dark  brown 
hair,  brown  eyes,  trim  beard,  enjoys  meeting  people  and 
loves  to  travel.  Prefers  21-35,  hairy,  hunky,  tall,  dark  and 
...?  Box  6427,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1X3.  Salut! 

LIKES:  EASY-GOING,  masculine  guys,  religion,  clas- 
sical/folk music,  black  hair,  beards,  camping,  movies, 
videos,  psychology,  hairy  legs/chests,  cuddling,  risk-free 
sex  play,  computers,  contemplation,  painting,  photogra- 
phy. ME:  GWM,  35,  5' 11"  175  lbs,  brown/blue,  mous- 
tache, university  grad,  domestic,  dog  owner,  moderately 
hairy,  likeable.  HOPE  FOR:  long-term  friendship  or 
monogamous  relationship,  of  similar  interests.  Drawer 
F942. 
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GWM,  TALL,  40s,  180  lbs,  seeks  black  or  latino  male  for 
monogamous  relationship.  Likes  Harbourfront,  shows, 
quiet  times.  Photo  and  phone.  Drawer  F941. 

DARK-EYED  CHERUB,  liable  to  pontificate  on  Ovid, 
Monet,  Buiiuel,  Winnie  the  Pooh  or  Harold  Norse,  desires 
steady,  safe,  non-smoking  buddy  who  can  keep  me  quiet 
playing  "loser-sucks"  scrabble  and  other  hard  games.  No 
phone  sex  please.  Call  lor  weekdays  9-5  at  977-2087. 

YOUNG  AND  INEXPERIENCED 

SEARCHING  FOR  MY  DADDY.  You  are  tall,  humorous, 
experienced,  married,  professional  and  like  bad,  cute  boys. 
I  am  bad,  21,  blond,  blue-eyed,  hung  and  sexy.  Meet  me  at  a 
playground.  Send  me  your  fantasy.  Drawer  F939. 

PENILE  IHPLANT 

PRESCRIBED.  Am  impotent,  humiliated  and  scared.  If 
you  have  an  implant  and  are  willing  to  share  hands-on 
experience,  please  write  with  phone  number.  Also,  letters, 
anonymous  if  you  prefer,  describing  good  and  bad  results 
with  name  of  urologist  appreciated.  Drawer  F945. 

SUBMISSIVE  MALE,  27,  looking  for  slim,  white  master 
under  40  into  sound  whippings  and  TT.  Send  photo  if  pos- 
sible. Drawer  F944. 

IF  YOU  DESIRE,  as  I  do,  a  loving  monogamous  partner- 
ship based  on  gentleness,  sensitivity,  consideration,  matur- « 
ity,  stability,  growth  and  positive  attitude,  this  gorgeous, 
slender,  masculine,  physically  fit  GWM,  43, 5'  10"  will  ac- 
knowledge your  serious  reply.  Drawer  F943. 

STUDENT  SEEKS  SAME 

STUDENT  26,  AT  U  OF  T,  seeks  similar  for  safe  fun. 
casual  times.  I  am  5'6".  1 35  lbs,  brown  eyes  and  hair,  clean- 
shaven, good  build,  nice  body  and  smooth.  New  to  city  and 
anxious  to  meet  someone.  Send  letter  and  photo  and  I  will 
do  the  same.  Michael.  65  Front  St  W ,  Suite030- 1 42,  Toron- 
to M5J  1E6.  Be  brave;  I  was  with  this. 

MASTER-SLAVE-SLAVE-MASTER 

YOUNG  MALE  25, 5'5",  good  build,  good-looking,  seeks 
male  under  28,  for  any  master/slave  scenes.  Looking  for 
someone  to  experiment  and  switch  around.  Not  very  ex- 
perienced but  creative.  I  am  very  clean  and  healthy  and  ex- 
pect same,  will  try  anything.  Photo  and  letter  gets  mine. 
Frank,  65  Front  St  W,  Suite  030-142,  Toronto,  M5J  1E6. 
No  weirdos,  only  young  and  serious. 

GWM  COUPLE,  40s,  in  Woodbridge  north  of  Toronto, 
seeks  other  couples  for  friendship  to  age  50.  Straight- 
looking/acting,  sincere,  loyal,  honest.  No  drugs.  We  are 
basically  homebodies  but  like  travelling  (vacations), 
animals,  dining,  home  or  out.  We  have  been  together  20  yrs. 
Send  letter,  photo  (returnable),  phone  number  to  Drawer 
F9I7. 

PASSABLE  TRANSVESTITE  MISTRESS  seeks  bisexual 
white  male,  45-50  for  occasional  outings  and  intimate 
meetings.  Call  after  8  pm.  1-722-6254  (Daniel). 

GWM  10,  PROFESSIONAL,  S'lO" 

145  LBS,  BLOND  with  moustache,  seeks  stable,  masculine, 
versatile  male.  Enjoy  partying  as  well  as  quiet  evenings. 
Please  reply  with  phone  and  photo  if  possible.  Drawer 
F919^ 

TRASHY  BLOND  SURFER,  6'  175  lbs,  bodybuilder 
demands  well  built  guys  for  heavy  sex.  Anythinggoes.  Send 
photo  and  descriptive  letter  to  Malibu,  59  Isabella,  N"  701 , 
Toronto  M4Y  IM9. 

SEX 

GOOD-LOOKING  GWM,  35, 5'II"  160  lbs,  nice  body. 
Wants  to  take  it  all  from  handsome  top  guys  similar  in  age 
and  build.  Looking  to  expand  awareness:  S/M,  W/S,  B/D. 
Drawer  F920. 

TALL,  MUSCULAR,  QUIET,  stud  offering  stiff  tool  for 
head  sessions.  No  reciprocation.  Retired  gents  welcome. 
Your  place  or  mine.  Drawer  F937. 

HEALTH-CONSCIOUS  MALE,  cuddly,  very  muscular, 
nice  smile,  seeks  a  friend  for  safe  sex.  Interests  include  hug- 
ging, holding,  frottage,  oil  sessions,  massage,  chest  work, 
wrestling.  I  am  sexually  sensitive  on  every  square  inch  of  my 
body  and  like  to  please  every  square  inch  of  my  partner. 
Please  enclose  photo.  Drawer  F936. 

LONG,  HOT,  summer  ahead,  good-looking,  athletic,  guy, 
24,  5'7",  brownskinned,  sensuous,  seeks  masculine  guy, 
18-32  for  fun  times  and  hot,  safe  sex.  Drawer  F935. 

HOT,  HORNY,  YOUNG  BOY,  23, 5'7"  133  lbs,  athletic, 
brown  complexion,  needs  fit,  masculine  boy/man  for  swea- 
ty, raunchy,  safe  sex  fantasies.  Drawer  F933. 

•  EASTERN  QNTARIO» 

GWM27, 5'9",  175,  wishes  to  meet  same 20- 30 for  possible 
relationship  or  friendship,  would  also  like  to  hear  from 
others  from  Kingston  to  Port  Hope  area.  Reply  to  Lonney, 
Box  234,  Port  Hope  ON  LI  A  3W3,  include  phone  and  ad- 
dress and  photo. 

•  OTTAWA» 

GAY  MALE  26,  quiet,  looking  for  a  friend,  mutual  in- 
terests most  important.  Passions  include  cinema,  music, 
(Garland,  Cline,  Talking  Heads)  wind-swept  beaches, 
chocolate  etc.  Long  letter  appreciated,  all  answered.  Non- 
smokers  only  please.  Drawer  F880 

TO  NATURE  LOVERS 

GAY  MALE  40,  SEEKS  masculine  companion  interested 
in  camping,  fishing,  deer  and  duck  hunting  etc.  Prefer 
25-40.Letters  stating  interests  and  photo(?)  welcomed.  Will 
answer  all.  Drawer  F879. 


RARE  MAN  WANTED 

ESTABLISHED  GWM  with  numerous  interests  seeks 
meeting  to  find  common  purpose  with  that  rare  individual 
who  also  wants  good  times  with  possible  future  together. 
I'm  5'6"  1 50 lbs,  athletic,  clean-shaven,  non-smoker,  intel- 
ligent, caring,  generous,  and  open.  No  pre-conditions  set. 
Your  photo  and  letter  will  be  answered.  Drawer  F9I5. 

•  MONTREAL» 

BORN  IN  1937  OR  1949 

OR  1936  OR  1948 

IF  YOU'RE  BORN  IN  THOSE  YEARS,  looking  for  a 
friend,  lover,  soulmate,  we  have  a  lot  to  share  and  thrill. 

FROM  ANYWHERE,  PLEASE  WRITE 

Rejean.  Box  601.  Momreal  H2L  4L5. 

ASPIRING  WRITER,  32,  healthy,  youthful,  attractive, 
shy,  5'8"  130  lbs,  seeks  tender,  warm,  humorous  friend(s) 
to  meet  orjust  to  correspond.  Love  swimming,  the  country, 
theatre.  Drawer  F923. 

BAGOAS,  please  send  word.  Alexander  is  returned  but  in 
this  life  he  knows  you  not.  Drawer  F875. 

•  NOVA     SCOTIA» 

HOT  STUD.  24.  5' 11"  170  lbs  wants  real  man.  Into 
muscular  bodybuilders,  black  leather,  bikers,  cops,  B&D. 
Wrestle  me  down  and  trip  on  your  power.  Send  photo,  fan- 
tasy. Drawer  F927. 

SYDNEY  AREA:  4  BEDROOM  HOUSE  to  share  or 
rooms  to  rent  to  straight-acting,  masculine  GWM  for  mu- 
tual convenience.  Working  or  student.  Clean,  tidy,  non- 
smoker.  Discretion  essential.  Part-time  work  may  be  avail- 
able. I'm  GWM,  28,  5'5",  into  weight  training,  fitness, 
health  food,  travel,  movies,  computers,  fun,  safe  sex.  Find- 
ing discreet  contact  locally  difficult.  Would  like  to  meet  oth- 
ers with  similar  interests  under  35  looking  for  friendship, 
good  times.  Discretion  assured,  write  Drawer  F910. 

I'VE  WRITTEN  THIS  100  times  and  it  never  seems  right. 
Versatile,  6'  160  lbs,  Annapolis  Valley  male,  30s,  would  like 
to  have  sex  with  another  man.  Sometimes  I  go  for  2  or  3 
months  without  touching  or  holding  someone.  I  can't  af- 
ford to  go  to  the  city  weekly  like  most.  Is  there  an  under- 
standing, well-endowed,  physically  fit  man  out  there  who 
would  be  kind  enough  to  share  time  with  me?  I  hope  so!  I  am 
employed  and  totally  trustworthy.  Please  reply  in  confi- 
dence. Thanks.  Drawer  F901.  •*' 

•  H    A    L    I    F    A    X    • 

HANDSOME  LONELY  ASIAN/22,  student,  healthy, 
sincere,  classic  type,  seeks  G/Bi  WM,  22-45,  anywhere, 
clean,  reasonable  body,  good  personality  for  friendship. 
Discretion  requested,  detailed  letter,  photo  please.  Drawer 
F886. ^^ 

YOUNG  HALIFAX  PROFESSIONAL  desires  young 
compatible  roommate  to  share  films,  dining,  nautilus,  etc. 
Discreet  relationship  assured.  Will  answer  all.  Drawer 
F882. 

PROFESSIONAL  GWM  37,  a  firm  bottom,  seeking  a  hard 
top  to  build  a  solid  relationship.  If  you  are  into  a  healthy 
and  fit  body  belonging  to  a  sensitive  loving  and  serious  man 
then  why  not  reach  out?  We'll  never  know  if  you  don't.  Hal- 
ifax area.  Drawer  F932. 

•  SAINT      JQHN» 

NEED  CONTACTS,  NEW  FRIENDS 

SAINT  JOHN  AREA  professional  male.  Reached  40.  6' 
175,  new  reader  past  months.  Advertisers  reply,  maritimes 
travel,  theatre,  sports,  outdoors.  Straight-acting,  sincere, 
young-acling/appearing.  Absolute  discretion.  Photo, 
phone  preferred.  Drawer  794. 

MODELS  &  ESCORTS 

•  VANCOUVER^ 

COMING  TO  VANCOUVER  SOON.  Big,  blond  body- 
builder, very  handsome,  sexy  and  well-endowed,  titlehol- 
der,  tanned.  Call  Shawn  at  (416)  597-1349. 

•  CALGARY^ 

DISCREET  ATTRACTIVE  YOUNG  blond  athlete.  Will 
travel.  Phone  Brooks  (403)  233-0176. 

•  TORONTO^ 

BIG  BLONDE  BODYBUILDER,  titleholder,  very  hand- 
some, tanned,  well-endowed,  5' 10"  220  lbs.  Available  for 
model  or  escort.  Call  Shawn  at  (416)  597-1349. 

BRIGHT,  ATTRACTIVE,  handsome  and  discreet  22  year 
old  seeks  position  as  escort.  Call  Steve  at  961-4680  for  ex- 
citing time. 

CLASS  "A"  TRUCKDRIVER,  28,  blond,  tanned,  mus- 
cular,  available  for  cscort/model/masseur.  Safe  fun.  Very 
discreet.  I2am-I2pm.  Call  Andre  964-6165. 

NO  AGENCY  FEES.  A  bright,  attractive  22  yr  old,  honest 
and  discreet,  seeks  position  as  escort .  Call  Steve.  96 1  -4680. 

HOT  VERSATILE  BLACK  man,  available  for  massage 
and  escort  modeling.  Call  9am  to  7pm  922-8059. 
Downtown  location  only.  Fee. 

SELECT-A-STUD.  Quality  men  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  We  travel,  and  hire  world-wide.  Credit 
cards  accepted.  Also  phone  fantasies  and  photos. 
(813)823-5629  anytime. 


ATTRACTIVE,  COMPETITIVE  bodybuilder,  5'9"  200 
lbs,  solid  build,  50"  chest,  18"  arms,  30"  waist,  28" 
thighs,  18"  calves.  Available  as  model/escort.  Call  Roger 
962-9759. 

HANDSOME,  HEALTHY,  WELL-BUILT,  bright,  unin- 
hibited, masseur/escort  for  discriminating  men  with  special 
needs.  Specialties  include  DOM/SUB  fantasies.  For  ap- 
pointment call  Roger:  921-2614  between  1pm  and  lam. 
Quality  stuff  for  the  executive  class! 

ALL  MALE  ESCORT  referrals.  8am-midnight.  964-3990/ 
964-6615.  "Toronto's  Best"  (new  applicants  accepted) . 

RODEO  COWBOY  23  needs  you  in  his  corral  -  for  a  great 
massage  call  Rocky.  Escort/model.  For  a  western  fiair. 
964-3990,  ext  1 12. 

LOOKING  FOR  YOUNG  blood?  Call  a  college  jock.  Peter, 
available  as  escort.  482-4954. 

AVAILABLE  anytime!  Gorgeous,  male,  blond  escort/ 
model/masseur/stripper.  Dial  me  directly!  757-5522,  Bret. 

•    MONTREAL^ 


MONTREAL  HOT  MODELS 

SENDSI  TO:  Domicile  J. L.  INC.  7879St-DenisSt.  Mon- 
treal,  Quebec,  Canada  H2R  2E9. 

PRISONERS 

A  NOTE  to  prisoners  who  wish  to  have  pen  pals  —  Metro- 
politan Community  Church  is  offering  a  pen-pal  service  to 
men  and  women  prisoners  through  the  church's  prison  min- 
istry. Prison  Ministry,  730  Bathurst  St,  Toronto,  ON 
M5S  2R4. 

LEFT  BANK  BOOKS  sponsors  a  Books  For  Prisoners  pro- 
ject. Through  donations  and  a  postage  grant  we  are  able  to 
send  free  miscellaneous  books  to  inmates  everywhere,  (pro- 
vided an  institution  allows  them).  We  offer  special  order 
books  at  cost  (usually  35-40%  off).  Prisoners  and  other  in- 
terested persons  should  write:  Books  For  Prisoners,  Box  A, 
92  Pike  St.  Seattle,  WA  98101. 

PRISONERS 
MALE 

GAY  MALE  NEEDS  companion.  I  enjoy  sports  and  the 
outdoors.  Active  in  school,  both  educational  and  voca- 
tional programs.  5'7"  155  lbs,  brown  hair  and  eyes.  Please 
write;  will  answer  all.  Paul  Iglesias  059953,  Rt2,  Box  13A, 
Immokalee,  FLA  33934. 

SHARE  YOURINDIVIDUALITY,hopes,lifeanddreams 
through  correspondence  with  this  19  year  old  prisoner. 
Dark  brown  hair,  hazel  eyes,  5'  10"  1 60  lbs,  disowned  by  my 
family.  Beingin  touch  with  those  who  see  in  themselves  their 
own  unique  gay  realities  would  greajly  enliven  my  stay  in 
prison.  Raymond  Short,  078266,  Union  Correctional,  Box 
221,  Raiford,  FLA  32083. 

LOOKING  FOR  A  FRIEND  or  a  meaningful  relationship? 
I  am.  If  you  are  too,  write,  and  perhaps  we'll  be  able  to 
establish  somethiifg.  I  am  seeking  someone  with  whom  1  can 
grow  mentally  and  relate  to  physically.  Will  answer  all 
replies.  Randy  Bartlett  171-126,  Box  45699,  Lucasville, 
Ohio  45699-0001. 

GAY,  ATHLETIC  MALE  wishes  to  correspond  with 
others  in  a  similar  situation.  I  am  5'H"  160  lbs,  in  good 
shape,  run  competitively,  and  like  all  water  and  track 
events.  Tropical  fiifh,  reading,  writing  letters  and  new 
experiences  are  high  on  my  list  of  interests.  If  you  would  like 
to  make  a  new  friend,  write  Bill  Waughtel,  065522  20-255, 
Union  Correctional  Institution,  Box  221,  Raiford,  FLA 
32083. 

INCARCERATED  GWM,  28,  5' 10"  165  lbs,  brown  hair 
and  eyes.  Seeking  that  someone  special  to  begin  my  life  with 
upon  release.  Sincere,  honest,  intelligent,  no  games.  Look- 
ing for  someone  of  good  heart,  compa.ssion  and  intellect  for 
lasting  companionship.  Please  write  Henry  H  Hitt  III 
17534,  Indiana  State  Prison,  Box  41,  Michigan  City,  IND 
46360. 

MALE,  30,  BLUE  EYES,  brown  hair,  love  cooking,  read- 
ing, quiet  nights  at  home.  Looking  for  possible  mate,  but 
will  answer  all.  John  Nowe,  Box  4000,  Stn  A  Victoria  BC 
V8X  3Y8. 

ATTRACTIVE  YOUNG  MALE,  19,  first  offence,  never 
imprisoned  before,  intelligent  and  hopes  to  continue  educa- 
tion upon  release.  Honest,  loyal,  willing  to  relocate  upon  re- 
lease with  person  for  strictly  one-on-one  relationship. 
James  Rader.  182-558.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. 

LONELY  GAY  MALE,  currently  incarcerated,  in  search  of 
that  someone  special  to  brighten  my  life.  Will  be  out  soon  to 
seek  a  better  life  and  someone  to  share  it  with  me.  I'm  30, 6' 
170  lbs,  blond  hair,  brown  eyes.  Please  write  to  Jimmy 
Corrin,  154-696,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 

PRISONERS 
FEMALE 

SHY  YOUNG  LESBIAN  being  held  prisoner  in  Nevada. 
23,5'4"  1 15  lbs,  blondeattractive,"femme."  Being  releas- 
ed soon,  will  relocate  for  the  right  woman.  Seeks  friendship, 
possible  relationship.  Lonely  and  have  no  one  who  cares.  If 
you'd  care  to  share  the  beautiful  things  in  life  with  me, 
please  write.  I  have  lots  of  love  in  my  heart!  Send  photo  and 
phone  in  first  letter.  A  Atkinson,  Box  7007,  NWCC,  Car- 
son City,  NV  89702. 


iUP     M%.     fi  n     fty. 


ay  people  are  off 
all  sexes,  colours 
economic  levels,  abilities 
and  ages.  We  all  know  this, 
i3ut  perhaps  we  need  to 


person  who  was  unable  to  deal  with  her  or  his  ho- 
mosexuahty  is  considered.  Though  this  cannot 
be  proven,  it  is  a  theory  which  should  be  regarded 
as  sadly  probable.  Without  question,  it  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  gay  community  to  ensure  its 
own  survival  and  that  of  its  people. 

As  romantic  as  it  may  be,  there  should  be  no 
reason  for  a  gay  young  person  to  lie  awake  at 


think  about  part  of  it  more  carefully.  Gay  people 
are  of  a II  ages. 

We  are  everybody,  and  as  Sieyes  wrote  durng 
the  French  Revolution  we  are  entitled  to  every- 
thing. Up  to  this  point  it  has  been  a  bum  deal  but 
we  are  the  ones  who  can  change  that,  by  settling 
for  and  demanding  nothing  less  than  everything. 

Gay  young  people  need  nothing  more  than  to 
be  supported,  have  an  identity,  feel  proud,  not  a 
joke,  and  feel  accepted,  not  hunted. 

"AIDS  kills  fags  dead." 

I  read  that  line  on  the  high  school  cafeteria  ta- 
ble where  I'm  sitting.  Contained  in  it  is  definite 
evidence  of  hatred,  misunderstanding,  isolation 
and  paranoia  —  the  type  that  kills  people.  My 
homophobic  peers  at  school  can  wallow  in  and 
relish  the  support  they  find  for  their  hatred  and 
abusiveness.  They  encourage  each  other  taun- 
tingly, in  the  spirit  of  a  pack  of  wolves,  to  ostra- 
cize the  "little  queer"  and  follow  after  us  shout- 
ing such  intelligent  words  as  "Hope  ya  die  of 
AIDS  boy!"  The  idiocy  does  not  even  stop  there. 
As  you  are  probably  only  too  aware,  two  months 
ago,  five  "average' '  teenagers  were  each  imprison- 
ed for  nine  years  for  the  murder  of  a  man  they 
thought  to  be  gay.  At  their  trial,  a  psychologist  ad- 
mitted that  "subtle  social  permission  to  victimize 
homosexuals  contributed  to  the  murder."  My  ho- 
mophobic peers  find  their  role  models  and  parents 
babbling  about  the  "AIDS  plague,"  the  revolting- 
ness  of  gay  people,  our  condemnation  to  hell  and 
whatever  else  may  feed  the  myth  of  our  "sickness." 

Unwittingly  the  gay  community  may  reinforce 
the  homophobic  argument  that  gay  young  people 
are  merely  "going  through  a  phase."  Gay 
youth's  lack  of  involvement  in  the  community 
may  be  misinterpreted  as  a  signal  that  homosex- 
uality cannot  be  taken  seriously  at  "our"  age, 
even  by  our  own  community.  In  its  frivolity  it  be- 
comes a  non-issue.  Homophobic  young  people 
find  the  visible  and  encouraging  support  of  no 
mophobic  adults.  The  same  luxury  is  criminally 
lacking  in  the  lives  of  gay  young  people. 

In  order  to  form  an  identity  gay  young  people 
have  to  feel  our  existence  is  valid  and  important. 
Our  absence  is  conspicuous  in  high-schools  and 
other  places  young  people  meet,  among  mali- 
cious insults  and  threats.  The  strong  and  proud 
existence  of  gay  young  people  as  an  identifiable 
group  would  serve  to  bring  a  whole  new  enlight- 
enment among  our  peers.  Even  knowing  some- 
thing as  simple  as  the  fact  that  about  one  in  1 0  peo- 
ple they  deal  with  every  day  is  gay,  that  perhaps 
their  best  friend  is  gay  might  make  a  difference. 

We  need  that  presence,  as  I  saw  one  day  in  my 
Theatre  Arts  class.  A  guy  came  stomping  into  the 
room,  frothing  at  the  mouth,  stared  at  women 
threateningly  and  growled,  "I'm  a  dyke."  "So 
am  I,"  I  said  with  a  straight  face,  "Do  you  know 
of  any  others?"  The  entire  class  fell  into  fits  of  un- 
controllable laughter.  It  was  all  just  loo  funny, 
someone  declaring  themselves  to  be  gay  and  not 
ashamed  and  afraid.  Above  the  reality  of  exis- 
ting, exists  the  security  of  belonging  and  not  be- 
ing ashamed  of  being  part  of  a  diverse  and  impor- 
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tant  community. 

Gay  young  people  who  have  come  out  are,  in 
essence,  duty-bound  to  reach  out  beyond  fear 
and  isolation  to  others  who  have  not  done  so,  and 
who  are  unable  to  find  support  and  compassion. 
Visibility  will  make  it  more  comfortable  for 
others  to  come  out,  as  well  as  make  it  more  un- 
comfortable for  homophobic  people  to  attack  us 
to  our  faces.  Even  scrawling  a  solidarity  message 
like  "Dykes  Unite"  in  the  school  washroom 
caused  a  positive,  if  moderate,  reaction:  "Right 
On"  was  pencilled  neatly  beside  it. 

When  gay  young  people  are  rejected  at  school, 
among  their  peers  and  at  home,  it  is  the  gay  com- 
munity which  must  take  the  responsibility  for 
making  these  people  feel  worthwhile  and  suppor- 
ted. The  community  has  to,  in  an  organized  fash- 
ion, ensure  that  the  transition  from  a  stifling, 
frightening  and  closeted  existence  gives  way  to 
positive  and  personal  interactions  in  the  com- 
munity. My  friends  and  I  have  been  very  lucky  to 
have  received  much  love  and  support  from  sev- 
eral individual  members  of  the  community,  who 
gave  out  of  their  own  compassion  when  we  had 
been  through  various  harrowing  crises.  When  it 
is  considered  one  in  10  young  people  is  gay,  it 
becomes  obvious  that  not  even  a  few  are  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  receive  support. 

In  the  Metropolitan  Toronto  area,  3,400  high- 
school  students  are  conservatively  estimated  to 
be  gay  according  to  CITY-TV's  Dini  Petty.  A  tra- 
gic conclusion  can  be  arrived  at  when  the  likeli- 
hood of  a  large  number  of  apparently  "unpro- 
voked" teen  suicides  being  the  result  of  a  young 


night,  sense  the  light  bulb  pop  over  their  head, 
and  feel  that  they  are  the  first  person  to  think  of 
opening  a  gay  club.  Gay  young  people  can  con- 
tribute time  and  energy  to  our  community,  but 
both  sides  of  the  age  question  must  take  initia- 
tives. If  you  speak,  sooner  than  later,  someone 
will  listen.  The  older  gay  community  must  also 
address  the  question  of  its  accessibility.  It  is  ac- 
knowledged that  gay  bars  are  a  major  centre  of 
communication  and  "networking,"  socially  and 
otherwise.  For  those  of  us  interested  in  going  to 
Chez  Moi,  Rumors  or  Together,  a  normal  part  of 
being  socially  active  in  Toronto's  lesbian  com- 
munity, an  interesting  thing  often  occurs.  At 
times,  it  may  be  convenient  to  forget,  however  the 
legal  drinking  age  in  Ontario  is  19,  and  if  gay 
young  people  under  that  age  are  recognized  it 
must  also  be  realized  that  they  are  shut  off  from  a 
wealth  of  experience  and  information.  An  inter- 
esting catch-22  comes  into  play  when  the  idea  of 
opening  a  club  not  serving  alcohol,  for  young 
people,  is  discussed.  Namely,  the  fact  that  the  age 
of  consent  is  still  21  years  for  homosexual  sex  in 
Canada,  and  we  would  be  picked  off  like  flies  in 
the  event  of  a  raid;  failing  that  we  would  be  an 
easy  target  for  queerbashers.  Also,  the  very  idea 
ofopening  a  separate  club  isolates  us  further  from 
the  community.  To  get  angry  at  a  gay  bar  for  obey- 
ing the  law  is  not  fair,  but  I  do  not  believe  the  law  is 
either.  In  the  straight  world,  the  laws  arc  made  for 
the  protection  of  a  young  population  already  sup- 
posed in  touch  with  their  source  or  community  of 
support.  For  a  young  person  reaching  to  a  pink 
triangle,  a  law  dealing  with  the  consumption  of 


alcohol  takes  a  lot  more  with  it  than  a  beer.  Dif- 
ficuh  questions  are  raised,  and  the  community's 
actions  towards  solving  them  are  of  extreme  im- 
portance. To  young  gay  people,  it  can  come  down 
to  a  question  of  the  community's  credibility  and 
the  movement's  sincerity.  It  is  very  upsetting  to 
believe  that  the  movement  is  run  exclusively  by 
older,  comfortable,  indifferent  gay  white  men, 
concerned  only  with  their  own  freedom.  It  is  a 
belief  that  can  only  be  proven  differendy. 

Older  gay  people  also  must  remember  that 
events  such  as  the  revolt  at  the  Stonewall  Tavern 
(which  occured  before  I  was  born),  even  the  bath- 
house raids  in  Toronto,  are  not  etched  cleariy 
and  automatically  on  gay  young  people's  minds. 
However  it  is  done,  it  is  imperative  we  recognize 
that  history  as  our  own.  Young  people  and  older 
people  have  experienced  a  "generation  gap"  in 
the  straight  worid,  and  it  is  sad.  Such  a  gap  in  the 
gay  community  is  a  tragedy.  A  lack  of  communi- 
cation and  failure  to  realize  that  the  movement  is 
not  just  passed  on,  but  actually  grown  into,  by 
the  young  could  be  the  kiss  of  death  to  a  question- 
able movement. 

Gay  young  people  are  not  seeking  a  sort  of 
modified  Teen  Beat  as  a  forum  for  their  feelings. 
Dealing  with  our  sexuality  is  important  and  one 
among  many  serious  issues.  As  an  example, 
some  gay  young  people  face  the  prospect  of  sur- 
viving on  student  welfare  after  being  thrown  out 
of  home.  We  need  role  models  who  exist  in  a  posi- 
tive and  proud  light,  rather  than  closeted  and 
frustrated.  The  reality  of  being  a  young  person  in 
these  times  involves  fears  about  the  future,  regar- 
ding war,  jobs  which  may  be  in  ftirther  jeopardy 
due  to  AIDS  hysteria,  and  our  own  relationships 
with  friends  and  family.  As  young  people  our 
concern  about  the  worid  and  skepticism  about 
the  people  running  it  is  genuine.  Older  gay  people 
are  seen  as  functioning  in  decision-making  bod- 
ies, able  to  vote,  change  things,  and  a  link  with 
those  people  can  only  help  gay  young  people  feel  a 
little  more  secure  and  optimistic.  The  Toronto 
Board  of  Education's  school  programmes  com- 
mittee decided  to  look  at  programmes  now  in  effect 
"to  improve  tolerance  for  visible  minorities,  gay 
men  and  lesbians...  or  any  other  groups...  threat- 
ened by  intolerance  that  exists  in  our  own  school 
system  and  society."  We  can  look  forward  to  a 
report  from  the  board's  race  relations  committee, 
to  which  the  whole  problem  was  referred.  I'm  not 
holding  my  breath  waiting  for  improvements. 

Within  the  relatively  short  time  it  took  me  to 
complete  this  piece,  a  friend  and  I  were  queer- 
bashed  on  Yonge  Street.  The  crowning  of  this  ho- 
mophobic society's  lunacy  came  with  the  news 
that  another  gay  man.  Peter  Ager,  has  been  kill- 
ed. As  positive  as  this  piece  should  be,  it  is  be- 
coming increasingly  difficult  not  to  become  cyn- 
ical or  scared.  I  can  still  hear  my  friend  screaming 
"We  are  human  beings! "  as  our  attackers  hit  her. 

Personally  I've  held  that  the  worst  situations 
can  be  an  excellent  chance  for  positive  growth. 
Even  with  that  rosy  outlook  I'm  more  anxious 
than  ever  before  about  surviving  in  a  hostile 
straight  world  and  living  in  a  sometimes  hostile 
gay  world.  I  resist  turning  this  into  a  maudlin, 
hard-luck,  young  dyke  story  —  but  the  only  hap- 
piness I  feel  now  is  knowing  when  I  hand  this 
piece  in  to  my  friend  at  The  Body  Politic  tomor- 
row, 1  have  a  hug  waiting  for  me. 

And  that  is  everything.  • 

Kairi  Rao  lives  in  Toronto  where  she  plots 
revolution  —  after  school  and  on  weekends. 
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ubscribe  to  Canada's 
best  gay  magazine 
and  the  joke's  on  us! 
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e  want  to  send  you  —  com- 
pletely free  of  charge  —  a 
copy  of  ''ab*nor^mally 
HAPPY,"  the  hilarious  new 
gay  humour  book  that's 
hot  off  the  press. 


And  all  we  want  you  to  do 
is  what  you're  doing  now — 
keep  reading  The  Body  Pol- 
itic, But  we  want  you  to  put 
five  bucks  back  in  your 
pocket  by  subscribing  — 
that's  the  money  you  won't 
spend  at  the  newsstand 
each  year  when  we  send 


each  issue  directly  to  you. 

You'll  lovethe  book.  It'sa 
spirited  romp  through  the 
dictionary  with  regular  Bo- 
dy Politic  contributor 
Richard  Summerbell,  en- 
livened by  the  madcap  car- 
toons of  Paul  Aboud. 

You'd  have  to  pay  $5.95 
to  buy  it — if  you  could  find  it 
at  your  local  bookstore. 
But  we'll  send  it  to  you 
completely  free  of  charge 
when  you  subscribe  to  The 
Body  Politic  at  our  regular 
low  rate  of  just  $24.95. 

And  you're  still  protected 
by  our  famous  guarantee — 
you  can  cancel  at  any  time 
and  we'll  send  you  a  full  re- 
fund at  your  request.  But 
the  book  is  yours  to  keep. 

Subscribe  today!  You'll 
get  the  next  twelve  issues 
of  The  Body  Politic  at  a  sav- 
ing. And  the  joke  (book)  is 
onus! 


YES!  Make  me 
ab*  nor/mally  HAPPY! 

D  Here's  my  cheque  for  $2495.  Enter  my  subscription  and  send  my 
book  right  away. 

DBili  me.  Enter  my  subscription  right  away,  and  send  my  book  as 
soon  as  I  send  you  payment 

nUrGlls 

Address  ^ 

City Prov Code  ___^ 


Mail  to  Box  7289,  Stn  k,  Toronto,  ON  MSW 1X9.  (Outside  Canada,  please  pay  U.S.  funds.) 

I  do  rot  wish  to  receive  selected  mailings  from  groups  interested  in  reaching  gay  people. 
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